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CARNY-VORE 


Developer adds Astroland 
to his Coney Island kingdom 


Historic park 
to shut down 
after 2007 

By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Coney Island’s Astroland amusement park 
was sold this week to a real-estate developer 
who plans to tear down the family-run carni- 
val to make way for a $1.5-billion fantasy- 
land of hotels, movie theaters, neon-lit shops, 
beachfront luxury condos and even a few 
new rides. 

The Albert family operated Astroland for 44 
years before selling the land to developer Joe Sitt’s 
Thor Equities for an undisclosed sum. 

Sitt plans to use the two-acre site for a hotel and 
other attractions, including a 150-foot water slide, a 
multi-level carousel and the city’s first new roller 
coaster since the Cyclone was built in 1927. 

The Cyclone itself, which is owned by the Parks 
Department but ran by the Albert family, was not 
part of this week’s sale. 

Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park was also not includ- 
ed in the sale. That park is the biggest of the re- 
maining funlands in Coney Island, but it sits right 
between land already owned by Thor Equities and 
the Astroland site bought this week. 



Family-owned Astroland was sold this week to developer Joe Sitt, who will demolish the water- 
front amusement park that has been in business since the 1960s. 
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Many believe that Deno’s is next on Sitt’s “to 
buy” list. 

Sitt has spent a reported $100 million acquiring 
land throughout the once-vibrant “people’s play- 
ground” of Coney Island — an area he now wants 
to turn into a mini-Las Vegas. 

“We want jaws to drop,” said the developer’s 
spokesman, Lee Silberstein. 

“This is going to be the largest expansion of the 
amusement district that Coney has ever seen. There 
will be jobs, restaurants at every price point, all 


kinds of retail, the water park, a hotel where people 
could hold trade shows.” 

The project earned praise from the official “un- 
official mayor” of Coney Island, Dick Zigun, this 

“We are in for a new age of Coney Island heavy 
on amusement and entertainment,” said the founder 
of Coney Island USA and producer of the annual 
Mermaid Parade. 

“Now we must challenge the developer to build 
the best of fantasy architecture, something that 
wouldn’t be built in New Jersey, something that is 
worthy of New York City and the brand name 
‘Coney Island.’ ” 

Sitt isn’t the first deep-pocketed dreamer to de- 
scend onto Coney with a vision of a new golden 
age (see timeline). 

More than a decade ago, the founder of Kansas 
Fried Chicken chain, Horace Bullard, attempted to 
See ASTROLAND on page 14 



After and Before: Thor Equities' vision for Coney Island's Riegelman Boardwalk (above) would 
make it a year-round destination. The same boardwalk was practically empty on Wednesday. 



Arch friends 

The Daily News sponsored the new lights at the arch in Grand Army Plaza, plus sim- 
ilar illuminations at Bartel-Pritchard Square in Windsor Terrace and Park Circle in Ken- 
sington — and informed its readers of its largesse by running a black-and-white pho- 
to of Publisher Mort Zuckerman's kid. The Brooklyn Papers, of course, would never 
stoop to such self-promotion. Pictured here is a color photo of Editor Gersh Kuntz- 
man's daughter Jane Kuntzman (left) and pal Ella Marriott at Monday's ceremony. 


City: Raccoons YOUR problem 


Healthy varmints won't be touched by Animal Control 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Raccoons are popping up across 
the borough, from Jacuzzi covers to 
backyard kiddie pools, and the city’s 
advice? Calm down and call 311 — 
even though calling the city hotline 
won’t solve your varmint problem. 

“If they are healthy raccoons, we would 
ordinarily not remove them,” said Richard 
Gentles, the spokesman for the city’s Cen- 
ter for Animal Care and Control, which re- 
sponds to 311 calls about raccoons. 

“If they’re on private property, the 
property owner would have to call a 
wildlife removal service.” 

And chances are, they are healthy rac- 
coons. Brooklyn hasn’t seen a rabid rac- 
coon since at least 1992, according to the 
city’s Health Department. 

See RACCOONS on page 1 5 



Callers to The Brooklyn Papers have 
also spotted raccoons in Bay Ridge 
and Borough Park backyards. 


^ Cl C U I State says anti-Yards 
WV PI3rl! suit is threadbare 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

State lawyers this 
week slammed a suit 
seeking to block the 
Atlantic Yards mega- 
development as nothing 
but a “fishing expedi- 
tion” designed to delay 
the imminent approval 
of the $4.2-billion 
project. 


Empire State Develop- 
ment Corporation lawyer 
Douglas Krause called the 
lawsuit, which was filed 
last month by 10 residents 
and business owners who 
would be evicted to make 
room for Atlantic Yards, 
“without merit.” 

At issue in the case is 
whether the state broke 
the law when it con- 
demned private property 
for Bruce Ratner’s 16- 


tower, residential, office 
space, retail and arena 

But with Atlantic Yards 
speeding towards final 
state approval before the 
end of the year, the plain- 
tiffs are seeking access to 
thousands of pages of e- 
mails and other corre- 
spondence between de- 
fendants in the case, who 
include Mayor Bloom- 
See RATNER on page 16 


Raccoons got nuttin' 
on snow-white squirrel 


I 



Prospect Park's camouflage-challenged 
squirrell sitcks out like a sore thumb. 


P ARK SLOPERS MAY 
be furious about the re- 
cent raccoon invasion, 
but the neighborhood famous 
for its peaceniks and organic 
produce consumption loves its 
albino squirrel. 

Yes, even as raccoons contin- 
ue to pester the locals, a bright 
white squirrel has become so 
beloved that at least one Sloper 
broke the law — the law of Na- 
ture, certainly, but also city and 
federal law — to save the critter 
from becoming another ani- 
mal’s lunch in the Ninth Street 
playground last week. 

“My husband was in the park 
with our son, and [the squirrel] 
came very close to being cap- 
tured by a hawk,” 

fied her neighbors, 
via the Park Slope 
Parents Web site. 
“The squirrel probably 
would have been caught had 
the parents not thrown things at 
the hawk to drive it away.” 

The woman admitted that 
she was “upset” at the people 
who challenged the natural order 


See SQUIRREL on page 1 5 


Jump start 
your career! 
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BCAT programming catches the ‘bug’ 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Want to know the differ- 
ence between “professional” 
and “amateur” programming 
on Brooklyn’s cable access 
network? Just look for the 
bugs. 

Brooklyn Cable Access Tele- 
vision, or BCAT, has begun us- 
ing television “bugs” — those 
httle channel logos on the cor- 
ner of your favorite TV shows 
— to differentiate between such 
long-time, community-made 



hits like “Black Men Scream- 
ing” and “Access Kids Power,” 
and “professional,” Brooklyn- 
centric shows produced by 
BCAT’s own staff. 

Those shows — overseen by 


BCAT’s eight full-time produc- 
ers, such as Neighborhood 
Beat, Reporter Roundtable, and 
BCAT Presents — are now la- 
beled with a “Brooklyn Inde- 
pendent Television” bug. The 
nearly 500 shows made by 
everyone else are now classi- 
fied as "Free Speech TV.” 

The “Brooklyn Independent 
Television” logo features text 
that is superimposed over a 
sketch of the Brooklyn Bridge, 
while “Free Speech TV” bug 
has text on top of the arch in 
Grand Army Plaza. 


‘1 think people want to know 
what they’re watching,” said 
Greg Sutton, BCAT’s executive 
producer. “It’s really about be- 
ing proud of everything that we 
do.” 

Steve de Seve, whose show 
“Brooklyn versus Bush” does- 
n’t get the “professional” bug, 
said he doesn’t mind the new 
classifications. 

“The bugs are fine,” he said. 
“I’d hate to be watching Fox 
News, and not know it. If you 
see the ‘Fox News’ bug, then 
you know it’s all lies. If you see 



the Brooklyn bug, you know 
it’s a local thing.” 

Some argue that such bugs, 
which began appearing in Janu- 
ary and share screen-space with 
the original BCAT logo, actually 


mar the TV- watching experience 
(see www.stopthelogos.com for 
lengthy debates about them). 

Last Monday, de Seve tuned 
in to BCAT, only to discover 
“some bug layering” — the 
phenomenon that occurs when 
BCAT airs content from other 
sources, like the Art Network, 
that already has its own bug. 

“Right now, in the upper left 
hand comer, there’s the BCAT 
bug, then in the lower right cor- 
ner there’s the Art Network 
bug, then over that is the Free 
Speech bug,” he said. 


verses 
reverses ^ 


Leon Freilich, the 
poet laureate of Park 
Slope, sent this week’s 


He engineered the Democratic win, 

And got beneath the GOP's thin skin; 

Now many a national political watcher 
Is pondering the presidential stature 
Of Brooklyn's quintessential baby boomer. 

Our own senior Senator, Chuck E. Schumer. 

And since, politicos are bound to warn ya', 

It pays to have someone from California, 

His running mate could be (though George Bush knocks her) 
Brooklyn-born Senator Barbara Boxer. 
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Come for the tour! 

Meet our new Principal 

See our wonderful Judaic and 

General Studies Programs in action 



East Midwood Hebrew Day School 
1256 East 21st Street 
Between Avenues K 8. L 
Brooklyn, New York 11210 
718-253-1555 



RABBI HARRY HALPERN EDUCATIONAL CENTER 


Visit us on the web@www.emhds.org 


y 



Jlu 008 school, 


Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment © Spacious Classrooms 


,□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 
Q Indoor Gym facilities 


□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 
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Spirit's cruel, but 
usual, punishment 


T rouble on third 

Street. Last Friday, during 
a rehearsal of Teen Spir- 
it’s band, Cool and Unusual 
Punishment, in Drummer Boy’s 
apartment, the downstairs neigh- 
bors (DNs) called up and told 
them to cease and desist. 
Immediately. 

Apparently, the DNs, who 
were having houseguests, had 
sent an e-mail to Drummer 
Boy’s parents that explicitly 
asked the band not to rehearse 
over Thanksgiving weekend. 

Understandably, the DNs 
were pissed. The music is cruel 
and unusual punishment for 
anyone sitting in his living or 
dining room. 

You’d have to be a saint to 
five below a drummer (and 
these nice people seem willing 
to put up with his daily prac- 
tice). But the ear-splitting band 
rehearsals are, quite truthfully, 
beyond the pale. 

Smartmom ran into Drummer 
Boy’s parents on Third Street. 
They felt terrible about not read- 
ing the DN’s e-mail until it was 
too late. And now, the DNs don’t 
want the boys to practice in the 
apartment anymore. Ever. 

Looks like it’s time to find a 
rehearsal space for the boys. 
And that spells the end of an era. 

T HE BOYS HAVE been 
rehearsing in Drummer 
Boy’s apartment for al- 
most three years. They even 
wrote a song called “2L.” The 
people who used to live in the 
apartment below were noise-tol- 
erant, rock aficionados. 

Only once did they call dur- 
ing a rehearsal. The kids got 
scared — unnecessarily, it 
nimed out: “Please play ‘Where 
is my Mind’ again. It’s one of 
our favorite songs,” one of the 
DNs said. 

Phew. 

The Pixies-loving old neigh- 
bors moved out and the new 
ones are not nearly as enamored 
of the pounding bass, the bang- 
ing drum, and the migrane-in- 
ducing guitar feedback. 

You really can’t blame them. 
Clearly, Drummer Boy’s par- 
ents don’t want to aggravate 
their neighbors. But they also 


SMART 

mom 


By Louise Crawford 


want to support their son. It’s 
tough to be the parents of a 
rock and roller these days. 

And, apparently, it’s not all 
that unusual, either. All over the 
Slope, kids are forming rock 
bands. An article in the Styles 
section of the Times called it 
the “Kid Core” scene. What 
seemed merely cute a few years 
ago isn’t just cute anymore: it’s 
serious. And these bands — 
Cool and Unusual Punishment, 
Fiasco, Care Bears on Fire, Du- 
laney Banks, Tiny Masters of 
Today, Hysterics — are talented 
and career oriented. 

“They are developing a fol- 
lowing on New York’s bur- 
geoning under-age music cir- 
cuit, where bands too young for 
driving licenses have CDs, Web 
sites and managers,” the Times 

Perhaps the Times should 
have called them “momagers.” 

That phrase was coined by 
Drummer Boy last year when the 
moms of Cool and Unusual Pun- 
ishment helped them organize a 
Teens for New Orleans benefit 
conceit at the Old Stone House. 

The moms (and dads) trans- 
ported equipment, sold food 
and tickets, and helped clean up 



Brooklyn Children's Academy Preschool 

presents our 

Annual ~~ 
Holiday Benefit 

Concert 

with BRADY RYMER & 

The Little Bend That Could 
Join us: 

Saturday, Dec. 9th 

10 a.m. School Open House • 11 a.m. Show Time 
$15 Adults / $10 Children 
Proceeds to Benefit the Brooklyn Children's Academy Preschool 




Brady Rymer's "Every Day is a Birthday" 

Music For Kids With A Rock ‘N’ Roll Heart 
Hear the music at; www.rymersengs.eom 

For More Information Call Or Visit Us 


122 Pierrepent Street, Ground Fir, Btw. Clinton and Henry Sts. 
Brooklyn Heights, New York 11201 • 718-403-9516 
www.broeklynchildren.org • Cara Carley, Director 


afterwards. They cried 
during the sad songs 
and clapped along with 
the audience during the 
rowdy ones. They had 
to force themselves not 
to get up and dance. 

It’s embarrassing 
enough for their kids that 
they’re in the audience at all. 

T RUTH IS, the parents are 
as into it as the kids. And 
why not? The kids are 
showing real initiative and cre- 
ativity. They’re developing re- 
sponsibility, ambition, and even 
musical chops. 

It’s also a perfect retort to 
that classic Seventh Avenue 
question, “So what’s your kid 
up to?” He may not be enrolled 
at Stuyvesant, a star athlete, or 
racking up countless social 
service credits for college apps. 
But “He’s in a band” surely 
counts for something. 

And among the alt-parent 
scene in Park Slope, it’s practi- 
cally a badge of honor to have a 
kid in a band — especially 
among parents who wish they’d 
had the talent (or the kind of 
parents it takes) to be a success- 
ful rock and roller. 

In the Slope, well-connected, 
media-savvy parents are helping 
their kids big time when it comes 
to the Big P: Promotion. Care 
Bears on Fire and Fiasco have al- 
ready been featured in New York 
Magazine and the Times. What’s 
next: The Brooklyn Papers? 

Being in a band keeps the 
kids off of Seventh Avenue on 
weekend nights when other 
Slope kids pay off homeless 
guys to buy them cheap vodka. 

And the parents love the mu- 
sic. For the most part, it’s what 
they grew up on: punk, New 
Wave, roots rock. Teen Spirit 
loves to hear Hepcat talk about 
the Ramones at CBGBs, the 
Talking Heads at the Mudd Club 
and the B52s at the Pyramid. 

For them, rock and roll is a 
way to connect — like other fa- 
thers and sons use baseball. 

S O YOU CAN IMAGINE 
that not having a space to 
rehearse is a big problem 
for the Cool and Unusual boys. 
For that matter, it must be prob- 
lem for many local teen rockers. 

Where do all these other 
bands practice? 

If it’s true that a lot of these 
kids have famous parents (Lu- 
cian Buscemi, son of Smart- 
mom’s fave, Steve, is in Fiasco) 
which means that they probably 
get to practice in their parent’s 
brownstone or palatial apart- 
ment. Grrr, they don’t have 
neighbors to worry about. 

Really, who’s going to com- 
plain to the guy who played a 
killer in “Fargo” that his kid is 
making too much noise playing 
the drums? 

But what’s an apartment- 
dwelling Park Slope teen rocker 
supposed to do? Dulaney 
Banks, a local blues guitar and 
vocal duo, practices in the 
Ninth Street subway station. 

That won’t work for Cool 
and Unusual Punishment be- 
cause of Drummer Boy’s kit 
and Teen Spirit’s bass amp, 
each of which weighs at least 
100 pounds. 

Hopefully, Drummer Boy’s 
parents, a lawyer and a political 
speechwriter, can negotiate a 
workable agreement with their 
downstairs neighbors. Other- 
wise, the boys will be out look- 
ing for another place to practice. 

Prospect Park is safer than 
ever, right? 

Louise Crawford also writes the 
Web site, "Only the blog knows 
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BY STOKKE™ 

The chair that grows with the child™ 


315 Court St., Brooklyn 

bet. Sackett and Degraw 
718.422.1978 • alababy.com 


Brooklyn 
Fencing 
Center 



FAMILY 

CLASSIFIEDS 
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Masician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Pup 


M.C., Con- 


istings. 


"University Professor of Speech & Communications" 

718 - 434-9697 

917 - 318-9092 


DRUM LESSONS 

All Styles, Levels, & Ages (6+) 


Now Online 

T^ooklyn 
\ apers com 


SLOPE MUSIC 


71 8-768-3804 A3C 


Photography 
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SAT Test Prep/Tutoring 

Princeton Grad - 1500 SAT 10+ 
yrs exp teaching SAT and writing 
skills. Tutoring or small group 


REGISTER NOW FOR 2007 

Gan Menachem 




















Serving Continental American Cuisine 

OPEN 363 DAYS A YEAR 


’rivate Rooms available for Social Gatherings, 
:ies for all Occasions Private and Corporate (15-400) 

yyater Str eet 
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RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 
66 Water Street (bet. Main & Dock Sts.) 
in D.U.M.B.O. by the Brooklyn Bridge 

718-625-9352 


www.waterstreetrestaurant.com 


Virtual Tours, Menus and Rental/Catering information 


Principal: An aide 
took candy cash 



82 Livingston Street 

(between Court St. & Boerum PI.) 

FREE Delivery • (718) 260-8870 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A Fort Greene school prin- 
cipal told police that one of 
his teachers’ aides took more 
than $3,400 in cash raised 
through her students’ candy 
sales — money that was ear- 
marked for cheerieading uni- 
forms. 

The principal, Khalek Kirk- 
land, of IS 113 on Adelphi 
Street, filed a police report on 
Nov. 20 claiming that the teach- 
ers’ aide dispatched the children 
earlier this month with boxes of 
sweets. Peddling the candy to 
friends, family and strangers on 
the streets and subways, the stu- 
dents collected about $8,000, 
police said. 

But not all the money went 
towards clothing the pep squad 
at the school, also known as the 
Ronald Edmonds Learning 
Center. The aide allegedly de- 
posited the funds in her personal 
bank account, and then turned 
over a portion of the money — 
$4,566 — to the school. 

Describing the outstanding 
$3,434 as “overdue,” Kirkland 
notified police, who are now in- 
vestigating the situation. The 
aide has not been charged with 

Kirkland also reported his al- 
legations to the Board of Educa- 
tion’s special investigations unit. 
Dina Paul Parks, the education 
department spokeswoman, said 
she could not comment on an 
ongoing probe. 

But she did give the aide’s 
work history: she was hired as a 
substitute teachers’ aide in 
March 1998, and became full- 
time later that month, at PS 
256. She was transferred invol- 
untarily four times between 
1998 and 2001, ending up at IS 
113. 

She was suspended from IS 
113 — without pay — for 10 
days in June, 2003, Parks added. 

Kirkland did not respond to 
telephone messages Wednes- 
day. 

But the aide told The Brook- 
lyn Papers that our phone call 
was “the first time” she had 
heard of the principal’s allega- 
tion against her. 

“This is crazy,” she said. 
“My name is being slandered.” 

She said she had “no idea” 
why her boss would tell cops 
she’d taken the money, but then 



refused to comment further. 

One parent at the school said 
she could not believe that the 
aide did anything wrong. 

"She wouldn’t do a thing like 
that,” said the parent, who de- 
clined to give her name. “She’s 
a very nice lady.” 

It is the second time this se- 
mester that a Brooklyn school 
official has been accused of ab- 
sconding with funds intended 
for kids. 

On Oct. 26, police arrested a 
former Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tion president who allegedly pil- 


fered $1,650 from a student ac- 
count at Bensonhurst’s PS 205. 
Cops say the PTA mom, Mar- 
garet “Peggy” Borgeson, used 
the money to pay her personal 
bills. 

Borgeson was arraigned Oct. 
30 on grand and petit larceny 
charges, and released without 
bail. She’s due to return to court 
on Dec. 11. 

"It’s not an endemic issue,” 
said Parks, the Education de- 
partment spokeswoman, said. 
“It’s just a handful of cases.” 

— with Christie Rizk 
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Casale Jewelers 

BROOKLYN, NY 


GOING OUT 
OF BUSINESS 


Brooklyn store only 

UP TO 75% OFF 
EVERYTHING 


NOTHING HELD BACK! 


Entire inventory being liquidated! 
HUGE SELECTION 

Diamond Pendants • Diamond Earrings 
Diamond Engagement Rings 
Pearls • Gem Stones • and Much Much More! 

Casale Jewelers 

306 Court Street (at DeGraw) • 718-852-6344 

OPEN: Mon. thru Sat., 10am-7pm • QSI8B 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The holiday season is upon 
us, and that means one thing: 
it’s time to party, Community 
Board style. 

Brooklyn community boards 
are celebrating the holidays in 
ways as diverse as the neigh- 
borhoods they represent — 
some are planning absolutely 
nothing, others are planning to 
raise the roof. Here’s how your 
community board measures up. 

• Community Board 2, 


34 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

ONE DAY 



which covers Fort Greene, 
DUMBO, Clinton Hill, Boerum 
Hill, and Brooklyn Heights, is- 
n’t doing much of anything. 

“We do a small reception af- 
ter the full board meeting on 
Dec. 13,” said District Manager 
Rob Perris. ‘There’ll be cheese 
and crackers and crudites.” 

• Community Board 6, 
which encompasses Red Hook, 
Carroll Gardens, Park Slope, 
Gowanus, and Cobble Hill, will 
eschew the raw vegetables in 
favor of a “Whiz-Bang Blow- 
out Holiday Extravaganza” at 
Park Slope’s Union Hall. 

District Manager Craig 
Hammerman, promised bocce- 
playing, door-prize giveaways, 
hors d’ oeuvre-eating, and plen- 
ty of drinking at the cash bar. 

Community Board 2 holiday 
“party," Dec. 13, 6 pm, St. Fran- 
cis College's Founder's Flail (180 
Remsen St., between Clinton and 
Court streets). Call (718) 596- 
5410 for information. Communi- 
ty Board 6 holiday party, Dec. 20, 
6 pm, Union Hall (702 Union 
St., between Fifth and Sixth av- 
enues). Tickets $30. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 643-3027. 



The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

First Class 
Day Care 

at 167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 

. . . Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 


Z Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 
Z New York State Certified teachers 
Z Arts & Crafts 
Z Computers in Classrooms 
✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 
Z Enrichment Programs 
Z Full/ Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


Serving ages 2 - 6 

Fully Air Conditioned 


Z Indoor Gym 
Z Integrated Program 
Z Nutritional Breakfast/ Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 
Z Reading Readiness 
Z Safe and Nurtuing er, 

Z Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 
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Premium Pet Food & Supply 3 


197 Adelphi Street (Corner of Willoughby Avenue) 

WE DELIVER 718-522-5244 


YIN YANG YOGA 

GRAND OPENING!! 


Relax, Restore, Renew 

15% Off 'Til 12/31/06! 


Have you seen us lately? 


$0 INITIATION 
ONLY $79 PER MONTH 



» Eye Exams 
» Designer Frames 

* Contact Lenses 

» Children's Frames 

* Sunglasses 

» Sports Glasses 


Heights Vision 
Center 

1 32 Montague St. 
Brooklyn Heights 
(718) 852-1149 




748 Myrtle Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11205 
(718) 875-2648 


www.yinyangyoga.com * info@yinyangyoga.com 


Ted Rothstein. DDS PhD 

ORTHODONTIST 

A winning smile is a priceless asset 
Clear OrthoClear 

BRACES f 

Standard Lingual 


& 


(718) 852-1551 f T 

Cosmetic Teeth Whitening Center — 


FOR A 10V2 MONTH MEMBERSHIP 


EASTERN ATHLETIC 


PROSPECT PARK SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3RD, 12-7PM 

17 EASTERN PARKWAY AT GRAND ARMY PLAZA 
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS MONDAY, DECEMBER 4TH, 12-9PM 

43 CLARK STREET BETWEEN HENRY & HICKS 
METROTECH WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6TH, 12-9PM 

333 ADAMS STREET AT THE MARRIOTT HOTEL 
TRIBECA WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6TH, 12-9PM 

80 LEONARD STREET BETWEEN B'WAY & CHURCH 


MIX IT UP! 



At KIDS COOK!, our ten-week program 
teaches children essential kitchen skills 
and techniques. Kids learn how to measure, 
sift, mix, whip, cut, grate and knead, 
as they prepare wholesome and delicious 
foods from around the world. 

• Afterschool classes 

• Private Parties 
Fun & learning for ages 5-13 

Classes meet at 170 Hicks St. 
in Brooklyn Heights 
To register, call Jane at (718) 797-0029 
www.kidscookbrooklyn.com 


KidsMiMli 


FREE HOME 
MODIFICATIONS 

Free home modifications available to frail seniors 
and individuals with disabilities living in Brooklyn 
Community Boards 2, 3, 4, 8 & 16. 

To qualify, applicants must have household incomes of 
no more than $19,146 annually. 

Modifications will enable individuals to perform every- 
day tasks more independently and allow greater access 
to and within the home — e.g. installation of grab bars, 
walk-in shower, ramps, and widening doorways. 

For an application call 

Services for the UnderServed 

at 718.403.9846, ext. 248 
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Osteoporosis 
Risk Factors 


Bone Density results in just 5 minutes 
with our new, high-tech DEXA 


• Female and over 50 

• Family history of fracture 

• Early menopause 

• Diet Low in Calcium 

• Thin St small framed 

- or just worried 
about osteoporosis? 

Talk to us! 


Epdouyn Hems Amtm Azornes 

Daniel D. Ricciardi, MD, FACR, Director 

Conveniently located at 100 Clinton St. (offRemsen) 
For additional information or appointment call 834-0070 


Teens: Be careful on the ‘D’ 


ATTENTION 

ALL BROOKLYNITES AND LOVERS OF ISRAEL 


Jewish National Fund will hold its first 
Brooklyn JNF for Israel Day phone-a-thon event. 

To show our appreciation to our many donors and volunteers who are Brooklyn 
residents and business owners, this fundraising event with also be a community 
Chanukah party. Please bring your whole family and join us for food and fun! 

The festivities will also include a ceremony dedicating a fire truck that was 
donated by the members of Congregation Mt. Sinai to the Jewish National 
Fund/Friends of Israel Firefighters campaign. 

Please join us - volunteer, donate and celebrate! 



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2006 

NOON UNTIL 5:00 PM 

Congregation Mt.Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza West • Brooklyn, NY 11201 

For more information please contact 
JNF Community Campaign Rep. Jeffrey Goldfarb 
at 212-879-9305 x507 

Ufa 
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■ i ^ JNF, for 

AH ISRAEL 

NATIONAL FUND forever. 

www.jnf.org 


FORESTRY • WATER • EDUCATION 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
SECURITY • RESEARCH 
TOURISM & RECREATION • ECOLOGY 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS 



By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A teenager riding the D 
train near Downtown Brook- 
lyn lost his PSP to a pair of 
thugs his age who attacked him 
on Nov. 20, police said. 

The 17-year-old boarded the 
Manhattan-bound subway at 
Ninth Avenue, at 4:15 pm. As 
the train neared Downtown, a 
teenager stepped up and threw 
him into a headlock. Another 
came forward and punched him 
in the head, then removed the 
digital game from his right 
jacket pocket. 

The victim ran from the train 
at the Pacific Street station, 
which is at Fourth Avenue, 
while the thieves stayed on 
board. He went to the police and 
reported the robbery, but was 
only able to describe one of the 
two thieves — a black boy, 
about 16-years-old, 6-foot- 1 and 
180 pounds, with com-rowed 
hair and a gray sweatshirt. 

Milk shakedown 

Police arrested a teenage girl 
who allegedly beat a 40-year- 
old woman with a milk crate, 
scratching her and tearing her 
shirt during a Nov. 16 brawl on 
Sackett Street. 

The 16-year-old faces assault 
charges after the 4:15 pm at- 
tack, near the comer of Henry 
Street. The two were strangers 
according to the victim, who 
was not seriously hurt. 

Warning words 

A trio of thugs beat and 
robbed a teenage girl on State 
Street in broad daylight on Nov. 
21, police said. 

One bmte stopped the 15- 
year-old as she neared Third 
Avenue, shortly after 1 pm. He 
asked for her MP3 player and, 
looking to avoid trouble, the 
girl turned it over. But the mu- 
sic device wasn’t enough. 

The thug punched the victim 
in her face, causing a cut on the 
inside of her cheek. “What you 
got, a pole?” he said. “Look out 
for the boys.” 

And that’s when two other 
thieves ran up and snatched her 
headphones, her student Metro- 
Card and $4. 

The girl described the primary 
thug as a black man, 5-foot-9, 
with long braids and unusual 
teeth, wearing a multi-colored 
leather jacket and blue jeans. The 
second thief was a black man, 5- 
foot-8, dressed in white stocking 
cap and blue dress jacket. She 
wasn’t able to describe the third 

Mailbox burg 

The postal service provided a 
portal for one burglar to get into 
an Atlantic Avenue business last 
week, police said. 

The owner arrived around 
noon on Nov. 19 to find that 
someone had busted through a 
mailbox on a side wall, created 
a hole and crawled into the 
store, near Smith Street. The 
store had been locked up at 8 
pm the night before. 

Once inside, the burglar 
grabbed $200 from the cash 
register. 

Ignoble thief 

Police nabbed a thief who al- 
legedly snatched a cellphone 
from a woman at a bookstore 
on Court Street Nov. 21. 

The 36-year-old victim was 
browsing the stacks around 
11:45 am when she saw a 
stranger grab the phone from 
her jacket pocket. The thief 
tried to bolt from the mega- 
store, near State Street, but he 
didn’t get far. 

Security helped detain the 
suspect until police arrived and 
arrested the 47-year-old on 
grand larceny charges. 

Burger beef 

A man had his phone stolen 
after a fender-bender altercation 
near an Atlantic Avenue burger 

int on Nov. 26, police said. 

The 39-year-old victim had 
parked around 5 am at a fran- 
chise — famous for its small, 
i-scented square patties — 


POLICE BLOTTER 


near Grand Avenue. When the 
car next to him pulled out, that 
vehicle scratched the paint on his 
car. The victim tried to exchange 
insurance information with the 
other driver, but the man refused. 

The victim threatened to call 
police, and the other driver 
grew angry. A second man leapt 
from his car, punched the vic- 
tim in the face, and grabbed his 
cellphone. The irate driver 
jumped back in his car, re- 
versed direction and roared out 
of the parking lot. 

The victim, who wasn’t in- 
jured, was unable to identity the 
thug. But the manager of the 
burger joint said security cameras 
focused on the parking lot may 
have captured the entire event. 

Snatchings 

The northeast comer of Fort 
Greene Park was a hotbed of 
purse-snatchings last month, as 
two women lost their bags to 
teen thugs in separate incidents. 

On Nov. 5, a woman lost her 
passport and other critical doc- 
uments when she was robbed as 
she walked around 5 pm along 
Myrtle Avenue, near Adelphi 


Street. A stranger ran up and 
grabbed the handbag from her 
shoulder before running off 
with four other men. 

The bag held the victim’s 
Mexican passport, birth certifi- 
cate, credit cards, make-up and 
$20. She didn’t see the thief 
long enough to describe him, 
police said. 

Almost two weeks later, police 
nabbed four teenage thugs who 
allegedly robbed a married cou- 
ple of $100 on Carlton Avenue. 

The 37-year-old woman and 
her husband, 43, were strolling 
near the comer of Willoughby 
Avenue, around 8:30 pm on Nov. 
19. They passed a quartet of 
teens, heading the other direction. 
Suddenly, the woman felt her 
purse tugged from her shoulder. 

She turned, screaming, and 
found herself face-to-face with 
one teen. He pushed her to the 
pavement and the four boys ran 
off with her bag. Inside were 
her keys and a wallet, and the 

Somehow, police tracked 
down the teenage thugs and 
nabbed all four — two age 17, 
two 19 — on robbery charges. 


v ? burke talon 

192 Amity Street 


NEW ARRIVAL 

Anna Corinna "City Tote" 
Available in Black, Java, 
Blue, Tan & Plum 


shoes handbags jewelry accessories gifts 

www.BURKETALON.com 



Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

/V A 7'8 222-4900 

' /,rN \\ 7am-l0pm weekdays, qam-lOpm weekends 

4 


2 supervised playgrounds - fun S SAFE 
web cams - watcn your dogplay 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet fi long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


A 3-hour heist 

A thief stole $50,000 in cash, 
dozens of jewelry items worth 
another $23 ,000-plus and ran- 
sacked a Hall Street apartment 
vacant for only a few hours on 
Nov. 21, police said. 

The third floor unit, near 
Myrtle Avenue, was shared by 
two women. They were gone 
from 11:30 am through 2:50 
pm that day. 

The burglar ransacked one 
room and snatched $50,000 
from a bedroom, plus an array 
of jewelry — 10 chains, 70 
rings, 20 pairs of earrings, and 
five bracelets — valued at near- 
ly $23,000. In the second bed- 
room, he helped himself to 
$220 hidden under a DVD 
player — which was not taken 
— and then helped himself to 
more bling, taking two chains 
and a pair of earrings, worth 
$360 together. 

Police offered no explana- 
tion for why the victims kept so 
much cash in their apartment 

Crime rising? 

Police in the 76th Precinct 
have seen a spike in commer- 
cial burglaries in Red Hook. 

From Oct. 30 through Nov. 
20, officers recorded five break- 
ins at businesses in that area — 
four of them within blocks of 
each other, police told The 
Brooklyn Papers, including: 

• Between Oct. 27 and Oct. 
30, thieves broke down the se- 
curity gate and stole tools and 
electronics from a business at 
Beard and Otsego streets. 

•Between 4 pm on Nov. 6 
and 7 am the following day, 
burglars pushed in the security 
gate at a construction site on 
Court Street, near Lorraine 
Street, and stole various tools. 

•Between 7 pm on Nov. 8 
and 5 am the following day, 
thieves forced open a window 
to get inside a Bay Street build- 
ing, at Court Street, where they 
stole sodas and a computer. 

• In the 24 hours after 7 am, 
Nov. 20, someone snipped the 
lock on a warehouse on Bay 
Street, near Court, jimmied the 
alarm system, but couldn’t get 
inside — and therefore left 
empty-handed. 

•Between 4:30 pm on Nov. 
20 and 7:30 am the next day, 
burglars forced open the door at 
a Creamer Street business, near 
Columbia Street, and stole vari- 

Mover missing 

Police are canvassing Carroll 
Gardens, searching for a Bobcat. 

It’s not the wild animal 
they’re looking for, but a miss- 
ing earth-moving machine, val- 
ued at $60,000, with accessories. 

Someone clipped the chain 
lock on a construction site on 
Hamilton Avenue, near Sea- 
bring Street, sometime after 7 
am on Nov. 12. When workers 
returned, at 10:30 am on Nov. 
15, they discovered the dam- 
aged fence and the missing 
heavy machinery. 

The Bobcat T-200 is valued 
at $35,000, police said. The 
thieves also took a bucket- 


CHRISTMAS 

LIGHTS • DECORATIONS • ORNAMENTS 
TREES • WREATHS 9 STOCKINGS 
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We Appreciate Your Business! Featuring Home Deliver ; 

A IMI EDI/* A 85 COUrt Street in Downtown Brooklyn , 

UAIICEimDEC 0pen 7 Days A Week ’ (718) 243-0844 1 

[rUv^iyJS)L§] UW#%ilCw Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 • [T1R I8 



Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morningjMp 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, I 
then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive 



1,1 ” 


This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

No sutures, nor the typical month dTSf healing. 
No pain or discomfort. 

Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage)' 


Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 



The Most 

Memorable Funeral 

Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located in the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 

Services customized to meet your needs. 

Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi 6r Carlton) 

(718) 625-4656 
Funeral Directors: 

Robert F. Cranford 8f Eva J. Cranford 


loader attachment, worth anoth- 
er $25,000. 

Cell slice 

A 39-year-old man was ar- 
rested after he sliced open the 
jeans of one man and threat- 
ened another during a pair of 
robberies on the D train, police 

One 22-year-old victim saw 
the thief cut open the pocket of 
another man, age 24, before the 
thug turned on him, in an ad- 
venture that began around 3 
am. The robber took both men’s 
cellphones — with the chargers 
— and a total of $41. But he 
didn’t get away. 

When the thief bolted from 
the train, at the DeKalb Avenue 
station, the victims followed 
close behind. They pointed their 
attacker out to police and offi- 
cers made the arrest. 

ID theft 

A man lost $200 and ID to a 
pair of thieves who robbed him 
while riding the subway on 
Nov. 26, police said. 

The 32-year-old victim was 
aboard a Hatbush Avenue-bound 
2 train in Downtown Brooklyn 
when two strangers approached 
him, around 10 am. 

“Give me your money,” one 
thug insisted. His partner 
punched the victim, pushed him 
to the floor, and grabbed his 
wallet. Just then, the train 
pulled into the Hoyt Street sta- 
tion, beneath the Fulton Street 
Mall, and the thieves bolted 
from the car. 



Realty, Ltd. 

21 1 Court Street 
Brooklyn 

917.797.1351 
718.625.3700 x 112 

brooklynbridgerealty.com 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


^ Cong. B’nai Jacob 

X 1-- Park Slope Synagogue 
401 9th Str. btw 6th & 7th Ave. 

710032-1266 

Services: 7:15 Morning Minyan 
Shabbat: Fri Sundown Sat 9:30am 

CLASSES/EVENTS/HOUDAYS 

www.parkslopeshul.org 




First A.M.E. Zion Church 

54 MacDonough St. 


(718) 638-3343 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

Located in Prospect Heights 

603 St. Johns Place 

638-6583 


Union 

Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES: 

followed by Potluck Dinner 6:30 p.m. 

All other Friday evenings 8:15 p.m. 

Saturday mornings 10:30 a.m. 

17 Eastern Parkway 
at Grand Army Plaza 

638-7600 

Rabbi Dr. Linda Henry Goodman 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St -596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 

Candle 

Lighting|^ 

Vayetzei 

Fri., December 1, before 4:11pm 

Vayishlach 

Fri., December 8, before 4:10pm 
at candle lighting time 

Mikvali 

For appointment call 596-WATER 
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December Fun at 

Union 
Temple 

S0! $ T& $ $ 

Book Fair 

Great Books for children and adults. Jewish holidays, his 
biography, fiction, activity books and more! 

Dec. 10 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

# $ $ # # $ $ 

Special Author Appearance! 

Up, Up and Oy Vey 

How did Jewish history, culture, and values shape the co 
book superhero? Best-selling author Rabbi Simcha Weinj 
will tell you. 

Dec. 10 at 10:00 a.m. 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Special Artist Appearance! 

Art Show and Sale: 
Mordechai Rosenstein 

Meet world-famous artist and calligrapher Morde 
Rosenstein and view his varied work, featuring art on s 
perfect for Chanuka gift-giving! 

Dec. 10 at 3:00 p.m. 

& $ $ $ # $ £ 

Family Chanuka Party 

Candle lighting, music, p 


dessert. The p 


a family-friendly 


Dec. 15 at 6:15 p.m. 

# $ $ # # $ $ 

First Fridays: Family Service & Potluck Dinner 
Dec. 1 at 6:30 p.m. 

First Saturdays: Tot Shabbat 
Dec. 2 at 9:45 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 


Dec. 17 at 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Union Temple of Brooklyn 

- A Reform Jewish Congregation - 

17 Eastern Parkway at Grand Army Plaza 

Dr. Linda Henry Goodman, Rabbi • 718-638-7600 




City to Scarano: Get 
buildings up to code 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The city will prohibit some 
residents from moving into a 
building designed by Robert 
Scarano if Brooklyn’s bad- 
boy architect does not bring 
then units up to code. 

Following The Brooklyn Pa- 
pers’ front-page story on Scara- 
no’s latest design troubles, the 
Department of Buildings said it 
would block buyers from mov- 
ing into several apartments in 
“the Washington,” a new seven- 
floor, 45-unit Prospect Heights 
building, unless Scarano re- 
builds their flimsy plywood 
mezzanines with permanent 
materials. 

Scarano installed such wood 
platforms in many of the build- 
ing’s bedrooms to shave off ex- 
cess usable square footage. 

The move did get Scarano 
around current zoning laws, but 
the shoddy construction did not 
get him past the building code, 
which requires steel and con- 
crete constructions. 

“The mezzanines do not 
comply with the department’s 
requirements,” said Jennifer 
Givner, a Buildings spokes- 
woman. 

Some speculated that Scara- 
no’s use of plywood was inten- 
tional, allowing future co-op 
owners to easily tear it out once 
the sales were complete and the 
Buildings Department had 
granted the required “certificate 
of occupancy.” 

But Scarano took issue with 
the notion that this was “some 
kind of grandiose scheme to de- 

“The work [on the mezza- 
nines] wasn’t completed,” said 
Scarano. “Now there’s con- 


FLASHBACK 


IT'S ALL LEGAL! 

Scarano uses sleight 
of hand, plywood to 
beat zoning laws 



The Brooklyn Papers front-page article on Nov. 18. 


Givner, the Buildings spokes- 
woman, did say the department 
may allow tenants to occupy 
apartments that do not have the 
“Scaranozines.” But, that an- 
gered some would-be buyers, 
who said the action would pe- 
nalize buyers, not Scarano. 

“Now people will be forced 
to close on their apartments or 
lose their deposits, without 
knowing if the building [is en- 
tirely up to code],” said one 
prospective buyer, who didn’t 
want to be named. 

“The best thing would be if 
no [one was allowed to occupy 
the building] until everything is 
in compliance.” 

Scarano isn’t entirely un- 
sympathetic to their plight, call- 



ing his mezzanine modifica- 
tions “unfortunate for the buy- 
ers,” but he did point out that 
only one of the mezzanine 
apartments actually has a buyer 
at this point. 

"The rest have been pulled 
off market,” said Scarano. 

Scarano, who calls himself 
the architect of “New Brook- 
lyn,” has completed 75 build- 
ings in Brooklyn and 400 city- 
wide. Another 200 are in the 

He argues that his work has 
paved the way for the transfor- 
mation of countless neighbor- 
hoods, including the Washing- 
ton’s Prospect Heights. 

“That building pretty much 
cemented the neighborhood in 
terms of its jumpstart,” said 
Scarano. 

But his pioneering instincts 
haven’t saved him from run-ins 
with the Buildings Department. 

Earlier this year, he agreed to 
surrender the right to certify his 
own designs on the grounds 
that he misrepresented some 
building plans. 

City Councilwoman Letitia 
James, who’s been involved in 
the latest brouhaha, thinks these 
most recent developments 
should be the last straw. 

“Scarano needs to be 
brought up on disciplinary 
charges,” said James (D- 
Prospect Heights). “He does 
shoddy work. He overbuilds.” 

“The only solution as far as 
I’m concerned is to revoke his 


Architect Robert Scarano 


COFFEES, GIFT BASKETS, & GOURMET FOODS 



The Empire Stores warehouses in Empire-Fulton Ferry State Park in DUMBO. 

Empire warehouses could 
be home to concert hall 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 


DUMBO’s long- vacant Em- 
pire Stores warehouse is being 
eyed for a new performing arts 
venue within the proposed con- 
do-and-open-space develop- 
ment commonly referred to as 
“Brooklyn Bridge Park,” state 
officials said this week. 

The concert hall, a small 
venue in very early planning 
phases, would share the wood- 
columned, Civil War-era ware- 
house with shops and restau- 


The addition of a performing 
arts space is the latest twist in 
what has become a saga of 
stalled ambitions for the 
bling state-owned landmark, 
one of six waterfront commer- 
cial sites intended to generate 
revenue for ongoing m 

The development will 
tually stretch 1.3 miles along 
the shoreline from the Manhat- 
tan Bridge to the foot of At- 
lantic Avenue. 

As reported in The Brooklyn 
Papers, die Empire State Devel- 
opment Corporation yanked the 
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tfA pamper your body while we invigorate your smile. 




The first thing you’ll notice when you walk through our doors is 
the scent of freshly baked bread or cookies. Right from the start, 
you’ll know that were not your average dental office. We’re 
The Dental Spa of New York and we offer your family members 
all the latest, gentlest ways to enhance their smiles - while cater- 


ras and digital radiography, which makes 
r family's dental care easier, safer and more convenient than 
r. Plus we have a cappuccino and juice bar, massage chairs, 
sic headphones, DVD glasses and movies, wireless Internet 
:ss . . . and, of course, bread and cookies ... to help you relax. 


Call (718) 965-6298 

WWW.THEDENTALSPANY.COM 


Half Off Professional Whitening* 

Take the first step to a whiter, brighter smile. 

It’s easy, safe and affordable. Your choice of either 
our in-office power teeth whitening ($300, 
regularly $600) or our take-home teeth-whitening 
kit ($175, regularly $350). 


$19 Smile Makeover Consult* 

(Save $61) Dental implants, bonding, veneers, 


dreams? You’ll find out all you need to know in 
this specially priced consult that includes digital 
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OF NEW YORK 

is pamper both you andyom 


398 5TH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11215 • BETWEEN 6TH & 7TH STREETS 

CREDIT CARDS HONORED • FINANCING AVAILABLE 


warehouse from Brooklyn land 
baron Shaya Boymelgreen after 
he let it languish for three years 
while moving forward with lux- 
ury condo projects in the neigh- 
borhood. Boymelgreen had 
planned to turn the building 
into high-end shopping mall 
modeled on Chelsea Market in 
Manhattan. 

Earlier, local artists harbored 
dreamy visions of converting 
the former sugar and coffee 
warehouse into galleries. 

Now the future of the stores 
has become tangled in a dispute 
between the ESDC and local 
elected officials who want luxu- 
ry development within the pro- 
posed “Brooklyn Bridge Park” 
delayed until state officials re- 
lease the underlying economics 
of the waterfront development. 

“The state has not told the 
public what the revenue will be 
for the [condos] in the develop- 
ment — and until we know 
that, we can’t know how much 
development is necessary,” said 
Evan Thies, a spokesman for 
City Councilman David Yassky 
(D-Brooklyn Heights). 

But the ESDC has said it 
will not delay the commercial 
elements of the $130-million 
project any longer. 

"The construction of the park 
is scheduled to begin in the 
middle of January,” said ESDC 
spokesman Mark Weinberg. 

Weinberg said it was too ear- 
ly to identify tenants for the 
proposed venue, but the DUM- 
BO-based Arts at St. Ann’s, 
which is currently housed in a 
nearby warehouse, believes it 
has the best claim. 

“At some point [warehouse 
owner David Walentas] is going 
to want to develop his site and 
we are going to have to leave 
the warehouse,” said Susan 
Feldman, artistic director. “If 
the right kind of space is creat- 
ed in the Empire Stores, it 
could be a fantastic place to 



Supplies for 

the Fine Artist, 
Graphic Artist, 

I Student 
I and Children 


One stop shopping bi , s ® J 


for all your 
hardware needs 
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GE Light 
Bulbs 9 ~ 

4 Pack- $1.59 

Semi-Gloss Paint 

1 Gallon - $9.99 


MORE! j n 


Prospect Hardware (718) 788-7100 

517 7th Avenue (near lZthSr.) Park Slope, Brooklyn 
Mon-Fri: 7:30am - 5pm • see • Corporate Accounts Welcome 
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Get creative at 
The Artful Place 



Fujiko Fitton-Gordon in her art shop and studio. 


By Paul Koepp 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Aspiring artists of all ages and abilities 
can learn, experiment, and mingle at The 
Artful Place in Park Slope, an arts and crafts 
supplies store that also serves as a neighbor- 
hood studio. 

“Community building is a big part of 
why customers come,” said Fujiko Fitton- 
Gordon, who co-founded the store in 2005 
with several family members. “They believe 
that art makes life better!” 

The Artful Place offers evening work- 
shops to both adults and kids on a wide ar- 
ray of artistic techniques. At the “Eat Your 
Own Still Life” social hour, drawing sub- 
jects become food and drink for the artists. 
The store also hosts themed birthday parties 
and baby showers. 

It’s the only place in Brooklyn to learn 


how to mold Silver Art Clay, which can be 
fired into 99-percent-pure silver jewelry. 

Sessions just for teenagers on Friday af- 
ternoon include beading, printmaking, and 
T-shirt design. Parents say their children 
gain confidence that carries over to the rest 
of their lives by developing their artistic side 
— and they have fun too. 

“One of our students even passed up a 
chance to see the Knicks because he didn’t 
want to miss his art lesson,” said Fitton- 
Gordon. 

And The Artful Place carries or orders all 
the supplies you need for drawing, painting, 
printmaking, mosaics, and beading. 

The Artful Place (171 Fifth Avenue be- 
tween Lincoln Place and Berkeley Place) of- 
fers classes for kids ($15), teens ($20-30) and 
adults ($10-45), and weekend birthday par- 
ties ($250 for 10-12 kids). Call (718) 399- 
SI 99 or visit www.theartfulplace.com. 


LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF 
HILL-BURTON CHARITY CARE SERVICES 

Lutheran Medical Center, 150 55th Street, Brooklyn, NY will 
make available from January 1, 2007 to December 31, 2007, 
uncompensated services to all eligible persons unable to pay who 
request those services. All hospital services of the medical center 
will be available on a first request basis to eligible persons until the 
medical centers annual compliance level is met. Eligibility for free 
care will be limited to persons whose family income is not more 
than double the current poverty income guidelines established by 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. We invite 
interested parties to comment on this allocation plan. This Notice 
is published in accordance with 42 CFR 124.504, Notice of 
Availability and Uncompensated Services and will be effective 
January 1, 2007. 




Lutheran 
Medical Center . 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 



Caught in car he stole! 


Pamper your loved one this 
holiday season with a gift 
of pure indulgence from 
d'mai urban spa. 

Gift Certificates are the perfect 
way to show you care. 


Ran red 
light, got 
nabbed 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A joyride ended with jail 
for one car thief when police 
stopped him for running a red 
light in Fort Greene and found 
he had stolen the car from 
Park Slope five days earlier, 
police said. 

The Nov. 21 arrest came dur- 
ing a week when burglars tried 
to steal at least four vehicles, 
escaping with three of them, 
and burglarizing another two in 
Park Slope’s 78th Precinct. 

The arrest began in the adja- 
cent 88th Precinct, where Officer 
Sean Rogers saw the 1990 Toy- 
ota Corolla speed through sever- 
al red lights, starting at the inter- 
section of Classon and Putnam 
avenues, and then barrel through 
a stop sign. Once he stopped the 
vehicle, he found the driver did- 
n’t have a valid license. 

Rogers ran the plate and 
learned the sedan had been re- 
ported stolen from Seventh Av- 
enue, near Park Place, on Nov. 
17. When he returned at 1 1 am 
on Nov. 19, the car had disap- 

The 37-year-old suspect now 
faces multiple charges for car 
theft, reckless driving, driving 
without a license, and failing to 
obey traffic laws. 

In other incidents this week: 


POLICE BLOTTER 


•A Honda Accord disap- 
peared from 11th Street, near 
Eighth Avenue, sometime after 
8 am on Nov. 16. When the 29- 
year-old owner returned two 
days later, at 8 pm, the 1994 
sedan was gone. 

• A 1999 GMC Yukon park- 
ed at Douglass Street, near 
Fourth Avenue, was broken 
into. The 26-year-old owner left 
the truck at 4:30 pm on Nov. 20 
and returned at 10:30 am the 
next morning to find the pas- 
senger window broken and the 
ignition damaged. 

• A 1999 Acura Legend was 
stolen from Baltic Street, be- 
tween Third and Fourth av- 
enues. The 40-year-old owner 
left the car at 4 pm on Nov. 21 
and returned at 1 pm the fol- 
lowing day to find the sedan, 
which had been secured with a 
Club, had disappeared. 

• A 2001 Ford Winstar was 
burglarized while it was parked 
on Lincoln Place, between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues. The 32- 
year-old owner parked the car at 
1:30 pm on Nov. 22 and went to 
work. When she returned at 
6:45 pm, the driver’s side lock 
was jimmied and the glove 
compartment ransacked. The 
thief stole a wallet with several 
inactive credit cards, a Target 
card and her driver’s license. 

• A 2006 Ford Explorer, on 
Fourth Avenue, near Third 
Street, was vandalized on Nov. 
22. The 44-year-old owner 
parked the car at 4 pm. When 
she returned, just 20 minutes 


later, the left side window was 
broken and her laptop was 
missing. 

Hospital heist 

Police nabbed a 47-year-old 
man after he robbed a patient 
inside a hospital room and at- 
tacked two security guards as 
he tried to escape. 

The suspect burst into the 
room of a 33-year-old stranger 
at New York Methodist Hospi- 
tal, around 4:20 pm on Nov. 23. 
He snatched a Razr cellphone, 
and the charger, and bolted for 
the door. 

Two guards at the hospital, 
on Fifth Street near Seventh 
Avenue, tried to stop the thief. 
But the suspect decked one 
guard who tried to reason with 
him and then punched a second 
guard who physically blocked 
his way. Both victims were left 
with painful bruises. 

The guards held the thug for 
40 minutes until Police Officer 
Sugey Castillo arrived and 
placed him in cuffs. 

Dissed doorman 

A Prospect Park West door- 
man was robbed in the elevator 
of his building by a man who 
claimed to be visiting a friend 
on Nov. 21, police said. 

The thief arrived at the build- 
ing, near Montgomery Place, 
around 6:30 am and said he was 
headed to an apartment on the 
third floor. The doorman led 
him into the elevator and closed 
the door. But before they began 
their ascent, the robber turned 


/« 

HARBOR 


Three Great Gift Packages To ChooseFrom! 

$249.00 - 3 Months $399.00 - 6 Months 
0 . $599.00 -12 Months 

sAIa t/fifii v Include/: 

* Uhlirnit-rd gUral pnK^ h* Metiita mid (|ivnii?d 2 pfa) 

" Our exclusive heuttffi IracJt training □-ys-lc-m ($l££ 

' rVLilnhon nl cuunstili ng valuc| 

11 Nr-v Htffb«r Coupon Cent* imh on Viilutl 

* On? L-imc- pcns-unul Lrm*inifl uPer of YJ r J Tor 3 pnlroduobory training session?. 


PARK SLOPE 

14!] fe5IHir tfeOAHiVU 
T:JI!_4AS_42« 

OP1N 3A-HHS 


BAY RIDGE 

1*19 IIHAVL II49KLVK 
{■PH 3 iHH 5 


on the man and punched him in 
the face. 

The thief then grabbed a 
chain from the victim’s neck 
and snatched his watch. The 
robber opened the elevator 
doors and bolted from the lift. 

Quick heist 

It took a jewel thief less than 
a half hour to clean out the col- 
lection of a Lincoln Place resi- 
dent on Nov. 20, police said. 

The 61 -year-old tenant left 
her home, between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues, at 7:30 am. 
When she returned, just 30 
minutes later, she found the 
kitchen window open and the 
front door unlocked. In her bed- 
room, the jewelry box was 
missing several items, including 
a designer watch, pearl-drop 
earrings and a gold necklace 
with an emerald-and-diamond 
pendant. 

Prowler nabbed 

Police caught a would-be 
burglar hiding in the basement 
of an 11th Street building on 
Nov. 20. 

The 29-year-old tenant left 
his second-floor home in the 
complex, between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues, at 2 pm and re- 
turned 15 minutes later to find 
something amiss with the front 

Once inside, he found a 
stranger cowering inside the 
building’s basement. But the 
man had not gotten inside any 
apartments and nothing was 

That allowed Police Officer 
Frank Emmanuel to arrest the 
48-year-old man on attempted 
burglary charges. 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


idSfe Cong. B’nai Jacob 

Jl Park Slope Synagogue 
401 9th Str. btw 6th & 7th Ave. 

718-832-1266 

Services: 7:15 Morning Minyan 
Shabbat: Fri Sundown Sat 9:30am 

CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 

www.parksiopeshul.org ^34 


ervice/Bible Study 6:30 pn 

(718) 638-3343 


Union 

Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES: 

First Friday monthly 

followed by Potluck Dinner 6:30 p.m. 

All other Friday evenings 8:1 5 p.m. 

Saturday mornings 10:30 a.m. 

17 Eastern Parkway 
at Grand Army Plaza 

638-7600 

Rabbi Dr. Linda Henry Goodman 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 

Vayetzei 

Fri., December 1, before 4:11pm 

Vayishlach 


GROOMING- BOARDING 

Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited! 

# 


lOe Service the 
* THovie Stars!* 


PUPPIES & KITTENS! 

Best Health • Home Bred • Temperments 
***** 

5 STAR =“ 



) DERMER 


' PHARMACY & SURGICAL 

CrffllHH • 2064 Flatbush Ave. • (718) 377-4900 


A-Z Dental, PC 

Family 
Dentistry 

Gentle, Painless Touch 

• FREE Examination and Consultation 
with any dental work 

• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted 

• Ultimate 4-step sterilization AA 

• Comprehensive Care, including vgfFl 
teeth whitening, bad breath, etc. 

- - - — - - - - - — — — — i 

EXAMINATION, NECESSARY ! 
\ X-RAYS AND TEETH CLEANING , 

with this ad I 

. — — — — — — — — — J 

332 9th St. (718)832-1222 

(Bet. 5th-6th Aves.) www.azdental.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • EIHOH 


www .harbor f it ne % s. . q n m 


GLASSES YOU WILL LOVE TO WEAR, 
WITH LENSES PERFECTLY PRESCRIBED 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers , M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Col man, O.D., Optometry 

• Comprehensive Eye Exams 

• Prescription Filled 

• Contact Lenses 

• Glaucoma And Cataract 
Testing And Treatment 

• Laser Vision Consultation 
Most Medical Insurance Accepted • Union Plans 

Medicaid • Medicare • Discounts For Senior Citizens 

9tfi Street OptieaC 

332 9th Street (between 5th & 6th Ave.) Brooklyn 


7 18-965-2545 
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By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 


68th Precinct 


An older woman lost 
$2,000 to a pair of thieves 
who tricked her with a tale 
of a winning lottery ticket 
that they could not cash 
because of their immigrant 
status, police said. 

The 64-year-old victim said 
two strangers approached her 
at 1 pm on Nov. 20, as she 
walked along Fifth Avenue, 
near 84th Street. They ex- 
plained that they lacked prop- 
er immigration papers and, be- 
cause of that, could not collect 
their winnings. 

The pair offered to “ex- 
change” their ticket for her 
cash, suggesting she could 
cash it in instead. The victim 
agreed, and turned over 20 
$100 bills in exchange for the 
ticket stub — which turned 
out to be a dud, police said. 

By then, of course the trick- 
sters were gone. 

Rx taken 

Someone stole $400 in toys, 
$60 in mouthwash and a 
$10,000 heating and cooling unit 

— among other items — from a 
pharmacy on 13th Avenue, near 
72nd Street, police said. 

The 29-year-old owner said 
the store was locked at 6 pm on 
Nov. 18. When he returned, at 5 
pm on Nov. 20, he found the 
padlock clipped from the base- 

Once inside, he realized the 
basement had been ransacked 
and the merchandise and equip- 
ment stolen. Other missing 
items included a 10-pack of 
nail-polish remover, worth $50, 
and $400 in medical supplies. 

Sneaky 

A71-year-old woman didn’t 
realize she was targeted by a 
pickpocket for several hours on 
Nov. 24, police said. 

The victim realized her mis- 
fortune when she tried to use 
her wallet at a store, near the 
comer of Fourth Avenue and 
67th Street, around 1 pm. The 
billfold had been inside her 
jacket pocket two hours earlier. 
She lost various ID cards, a 
MetroCard and $55. 

Burglar brother? 

Forget about sibling rivalry 

— this was sibling thievery, 
cops said. 

Someone snatched a DVD 
player from a Dodge Durango 
on Fort Hamilton Parkway — and 


the owner suspects her brother. 

The 30-year-old victim left 
her 1999 SUV near the comer 
of 88th Street at 10:30 pm on 
Nov. 23. When she returned, at 
9:30 am the following morning, 
there was no damage to the red 
Dodge, but the $1,500 player 
had disappeared. 

The victim told cops that she 
and her brother had had a 
falling out and are no longer 
speaking. He is the only other 
person with keys to the vehicle, 
she told police. 


62nd Precinct 


Big drug bust 

Police on the lookout for 
burglars scored big when they 
busted a drag dealer with more 
than 100 bags of heroin and co- 
caine and $1,600 in cash on 
Oct. 26, police officials told 
The Brooklyn Papers. 

Members of the 62nd 
Precinct’s Burglary Apprehen- 
sion Team were on a pre-dawn 
stakeout when they watched a 
suspicious man walk up to a Nis- 
san Maxima parked on Benson 
Avenue, near Bay 32nd Street. 
When the cops — dressed in 
plain clothes — saw the driver 
drop the window and exchange 
something with the pedestrian, 
the officers made their move. 

“It was clearly a drug deal,” 
said Sgt. Christopher Zaleski, 
leader of the 62nd Precinct anti- 
burglary team. The other team 
members involved in the arrest 
were officers Gilberto Alonso, 
Frank Kolanovic and Michael 
O’Halloran. 

Police busted the narcotics- 
laden dealer, a 23-year-old 
Brooklyn man, collecting 96 
bags of heroin, 20 bags of co- 
caine and $1,600 in cash. To- 
gether, the drags would be worth 
more than $1,200 on the street. 

The other suspect, the man 
who bought the drugs, escaped. 

One-buck mug 

Talk about minimal returns. 

A thug with a boxcutter 
scored $1 during a knifepoint 
robbery on Bay Parkway on 
Nov. 25, police said. 

The 24-year-old victim said 
he was rushed by a white man 
about his age as he left a restau- 
rant near 85th Street, around 
1:30 am. The thief flashed the 
blade and insisted, “Empty your 
pockets.” The thief grabbed a 
single and ran. 

The victim wasn’t hurt. 

Police ‘thief’ 

A man claiming to be a po- 
lice detective robbed two men 
of $200 on Nov. 25, police said, 


*0NLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 
'with a puchase of MDI 


Fast Alterations 


Senior falls for the or Lotto scam 


Dry Cleaning 

r-T’y Tailor J, Inc. 


and the victims claim the fake 
cop had targeted them before. 

The 28-year-old victim was 
with a friend on New Utrecht 
Avenue, near 71st Street, when 
the imposter approached, short- 
ly after 2 am. He threw both of 
them up against a wall, insisted 
he was an officer, and snatched 
$100 from each victim. 

The thug then jumped into a 
brown four-door vehicle and 
roared away on 71st Street. 

Neither victim was seriously 
hurt, but both say the same sus- 
pect has robbed them in the 
past. Details on the earlier 
heists were not available. 

Me Brawl arrest 

Hold the Happy Meals, 
there’s a fight at the fry stand! 

Police broke up a brawl at an 
86th Street burger franchise af- 
ter one worker doused another 
with hot oil on Nov. 21. 

It’s not clear what prompted 
the argument between two em- 
ployees of the burger joint 
chain, between 24th Avenue 
and Bay 37th Street. But things 
grew violent around 10:30 pm, 
when one teen tossed some of 
the bubbling grease at his co- 
worker. The victim suffered se- 
rious bums on his left arm. 

The 18-year-old oil-slinger 


Armed bill brawl 

Sometimes, the customer is- 
n’t always right. 

Police arrested a patron at an 
eatery on 65th Street near 22nd 


Avenue, on Nov. 20 after he 
knifed an employee who insist- 
ed he pay for a meal. 

The 30-year-old employee 
said the suspect finished his meal 
shortly after midnight and refused 
to cover the tab. The worker said 
he “asked him nicely” to pay up, 
but the thug pulled a knife instead 
and slashed him on the left ear. 

Police arrested the 33-year- 
old suspect later that morning 
on felony assault charges. The 
victim was hospitalized with se- 
rious bleeding. 

Nothing doing 

A Bensonhurst woman 
thwarted a thief by proclaiming 
poverty on Nov. 23, police said. 

The 59-year-old victim said 
she was walking on 20th Av- 
enue shortly after 5 pm when a 
stranger asked her the time. 
When she told him she didn’t 
have a watch, he walked away. 

The woman continued, and a 
few blocks later, near 83rd 
Street, the stranger re-appeared 
— this time behind her. He 
rushed her, threw his arm 
around her neck and insisted, 
“Give me your money!” 

But when the victim told 
him she was cash-free, the 
would-be thief let her go and 
walked away, police said. 

Purse snatched 

A woman lost her pocket- 
book to a mugger while walk- 
ing on 21st Avenue on Nov. 22, 
police said. 

The thief escaped with $50, 


credit cards and her driver’s li- 
cense after the 5:40 pm heist, 
near the comer of 80th Street. 
The 40-year-old victim said he 
walked up behind her, grabbed 
the bag and bolted before she 
could get a good look at him. 

Pocket picked 

A sneaky thief plucked the 
wallet from a woman’s jacket 
pocket — and racked up a 
$1,300 bill — before the victim 
realized she had been robbed, 
police said. 

The mugger grabbed the 
goods as the 39-year-old 
emerged from a grocery on 
86th Street and 23rd Avenue, 
around 6 pm on Nov. 22. She 
never saw the thief, but he 
quickly used the credit cards in- 
side to make multiple purchases 
at different stores. 

Biker theft 

A mugger on a bicycle stole 
a cellphone from a woman 
walking on 86th Street near 
Bay Parkway at 10 am on Nov. 
21, police said. 

Missing mover 

Beware: there’s a Bobcat on 
the prowl. 

Cops are on the lookout for a 
Bobcat-brand earth-moving 
machine that escaped from a 
construction site on Avenue P. 
Workers at the site, near West 
Third Street, said the critter dis- 
appeared sometime after 5 pm 
on Nov. 21 and dawn the fol- 
lowing day. 

Burglar brother? 

Someone snatched a DVD 
player from a Dodge Durango 
on Fort Hamilton Parkway, 


near 71st Street — and the 
owner suspects her brother, po- 
lice said. 

The victim told police the 
siblings had a faffing out, and 
the brother had a key. 


278 73rd St. 
(718) 833-8725 

tailorj.com 
Mon-Sat: 8:00am-7pm 


Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in 
less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 
As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 
on ABC & Fox News 


^ IS! 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage) 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 




Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718 - 833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 
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Three Great Gift Packages To ChooseFrom! 

$249.00 - 3 Months $399.00 - 6 Months 
$599.00-12 Months 


Lutheran 

Elementary School 


of Bay Ridge 


Enroll Now for September 2007 


Limited Openings Grades Nursery-8 
Junior High Advanced Honors Program Offered 
in Math and Language Arts 

Computer Lab, Instrumental, Vocal, Art and Drama Programs 
After School Program aho available. 

OPEN HOUSES 


440 Ovington Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209 

Lorraine M. Tuccillo, PRINCIPAL 
Sponsored by Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
www. bethlehembayridge. org 


62/68 BLOTTER 


Jamie- Lynn’s 
Kitchen 

Restaurant and More. . . 




ajt: 

* 


Pre-Fix Menu 

Every Night 4pm-7pm 


Open for Lunch & Dinner 
Tuesday thru Saturday 11 am- 10pm 

• Sunday Brunch • 

• Elegant Catering • 

• KiDS CoOKinG ParTieS • 

• Adult Cooking Classes • 

B.Y.O.B. no corking fee!! 

* Free Delivery * 

7519 New Utrecht Ave. Brooklyn 

(718) 232-3327 Jamielynnskitchen.com 
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1 KITCHEN 

OLOGYllc 

...creating a perfect kitchen. 



4212 third avenue 
(718) 965-4900 

mon-fri: 9am-5pm, sat: 10am-3pm 
www.kitchenlologyNY.com 


ATTENTION 

ALL BROOKLYNITES AND LOVERS OF ISRAEL 


Jewish National Fund will hold its first 
Brooklyn JNF for Israel Day phone-a-thon event. 

To show our appreciation to our many donors and volunteers who are Brooklyn 
residents and business owners, this fundraising event with also be a community 
Chanukah party. Please bring your whole family and join us for food and fun! 

The festivities will also include a ceremony dedicating a fire truck that was 
donated by the members of Congregation Mt. Sinai to the Jewish National 
Fund/Friends of Israel Firefighters campaign. 

Please join us - volunteer, donate and celebrate! 



V 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2006 

NOON UNTIL 5:00 PM 

Congregation Mt.Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza West • Brooklyn, NY 11201 

For more information please contact 
JNF Community Campaign Rep. Jeffrey Goldfarb 
at 212-879-9305 x507 

JNF, for 

A(| ISRAEL 

NATIONAL FUND forever. 

www.jnf.org 


FORESTRY • WATER • EDUCATION 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
SECURITY • RESEARCH 
TOURISM & RECREATION • ECOLOGY 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS 



Pamper your loved one this 
holiday season with a gift 
of pure indulgence from 
d'mai urban spa. 

Gift Certificates are the perfect 
way to show you care. 
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Ridge strip club cover up? 

Owner insists 'Club Shadows' not a topless joint 


By Matthew Lysiak 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Nude dancers? Now where’d’ya get 
that idea? 

Days after a sign featuring the silhou- 
ette of a curvy woman and the words 
“exotic dancers” appeared on a window- 
less Fourth Avenue bar, the new owner 
assured his neighbors that his “Club 
Shadows” was strictly a Vegas-style 
dance club, not a topless joint. 

“Maybe we conveyed the wrong mes- 
sage,” Manager Joseph Domovsky said. 
“That is why we are trying to correct this 
right away. I love Bay Ridge. Club 
Shadows will provide a high-class, high 
fashion environment. 

“I promise that everyone in my club 
will keep their clothes on,” he added. 

The controversy began when the sign 


appeared on the now-vacated Reagle 
Beagle, a bar between 90th and 91st 
streets, advertising the grand opening of 
Club Shadows on Nov. 30. 

Calls to the local community board 
started almost immediately, said CB10 
District Manager Josephine Beckmann. 

The “exotic dancers” sign wasn’t the 
only cause for alarm. An invitation to the 
club that had been posted on MySpace 
also promised “exotic entertainment all 
night long,” and that “hot girls are free 
all night long!!!” 

Community leaders promised to keep 
Club Shadows’ doors closed — even be- 
fore the jiggle joint opened. But Do- 
movsky said that his critics have him all 
wrong. 

“This is going to be the best club in 
Brooklyn,” he said. “I think people saw 


‘exotic’ and thought ‘erotic.’ Nothing 
erotic is going on here. When we say 
‘exotic,’ we mean Vegas-quality exotic 
costumes.” 

Beckmann claims Domovsky doesn’t 
have a liquor license, but he says he 

“Ownership is staying the same,” he 
said, “Club Shadows is only a manage- 
ment company and there would be no 
reason for the new owner to reapply for 
a license he already has.” 

As for the boarded up windows, Do- 
movsky has an explanation for that too. 

“Under the previous management, the 
neighborhood had two complaints: row- 
diness and noise.” Domovsky said. “We 
hired extra security and soundproofed 
the windows to address these concerns.” 

The manager’s explanation didn’t im- 


press City Councilman Vince Gentile 
(D-Bay Ridge). 

“Whether you change the R to an X is 
of little consequence. Gentile said. “If it 
looks like a strip club, and acts like a 
strip club, it is probably a strip club.” 
Gentile added that Domovsky was 
evasive when questioned by his staff and 
that “alarm bells went off when specifics 
of the club appeared shadowy.” 

He added, “I plan on having state 
liquor authority enforcement officers at 
the opening, and if he doesn’t have the 
proper credentials, my office will request 
that they shut the club down.” 

The club was set to open on Thursday, 
after this paper went to press. See next 
week’s Bay Ridge Paper for full cover- 
age, whether the dancers have it or not. 


City to Scarano: Get 
buildings up to code 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The city will prohibit some 
residents from moving into a 
building designed by Robert 
Scarano if Brooklyn’s bad- 
boy architect does not bring 
their units up to code. 

Following The Brooklyn Pa- 
pers’ front-page story on Scara- 
no’s latest design troubles, the 
Department of Buildings said it 
would block buyers from mov- 
ing into several apartments in 
“the Washington,” a new seven- 
floor, 45-unit Prospect Heights 
building, unless Scarano re- 
builds their flimsy plywood 
mezzanines with permanent 
materials. 

Scarano installed such wood 
platforms in many of the build- 
ing’s bedrooms to shave off ex- 
cess usable square footage. 

The move did get Scarano 
around current zoning laws, but 
the shoddy construction did not 
get him past the building code, 
which requires steel and con- 
crete constructions. 

“The mezzanines do not 
comply with the department’s 
requirements,” said Jennifer 
Givner, a Buildings spokes- 
woman. 

Some speculated that Scara- 
no’s use of plywood was inten- 
tional, allowing future co-op 
owners to easily tear it out once 
the sales were complete and the 
Buildings Department had 
granted the required “certificate 
of occupancy.” 

But Scarano took issue with 
the notion that this was “some 
kind of grandiose scheme to de- 

“The work [on the mezza- 
nines] wasn’t completed,” said 
Scarano. ‘Now there’s concrete.” 

Givner, the Buildings spokes- 
woman, did say the department 
may allow tenants to occupy 
apartments that do not have the 
“Scaranozines.” But, that an- 
gered some would-be buyers, 
who said the action would pe- 
nalize buyers, not Scarano. 

“Now people will be forced 
to close on their apartments or 
lose their deposits, without 
knowing if the building [is en- 
tirely up to code],” said one 
prospective buyer, who didn’t 
want to be named. 

“The best thing would be if 
no [one was allowed to occupy 
the building] until everything is 
in compliance.” 

Scarano isn’t entirely un- 
sympathetic to their plight, call- 
ing his mezzanine modifications 
“unfortunate for the buyers,” but 
he did point out that only one of 
the mezzanine apartments actu- 
ally has a buyer at this point. 

“The rest have been pulled 
off market,” said Scarano. 

Scarano, who calls himself 
the architect of “New Brook- 
lyn,” has completed 75 build- 
ings in Brooklyn and 400 city- 
wide. Another 200 are in the 

He argues that his work has 
paved the way for the transfor- 
mation of countless neighbor- 
hoods, including the Washing- 
ton’s Prospect Heights. 

“That building pretty much 
cemented the neighborhood in 
terms of its jumpstart,” said 
Scarano. 


FLASHBACK 


IT'S ALL LEGAL! 

Scarano uses sleight 
of hand, plywood to 
beat zoning laws 



The Brooklyn Papers front-page article on Nov. 18. 


But his pioneering instincts 
haven’t saved him from run- 
ins with the Buildings Depart- 

Earlier this year, he agreed to 
surrender the right to certify his 
own designs on the grounds 
that he misrepresented some 
building plans. 

City Councilwoman Letitia 
James, who’s been involved in 
the latest brouhaha, thinks these 
most recent developments 
should be the last straw. 

“Scarano needs to be 
brought up on disciplinary 
charges,” said James (D-Pros- 
pect Heights). 

“He does shoddy work. He 
overbuilds.” 

“The only solution as far as 
I’m concerned is to revoke his 
license.” 



Architect Robert Scarano 


December Fun at 

Union 

Temple 



$ $ $ $ $ & $ 

Book Fair 

Great Books for children and adults. Jewish holidays, his 
biography, fiction, activity books and more! 

Dec. 10 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

$ $ $ $ $ $ 

Special Author Appearance! 

Up, Up and Oy Vey 

How did Jewish history, culture, and values shape the co 
book superhero? Best-selling author Rabbi Simcha Weim 
will tell you. 

Dec. 10 at 10:00 a.m. 

$ $ £ $ $ 4 $ 

Special Artist Appearance! 

Art Show and Sale: 
Mordechai Rosenstein 

Meet world-famous artist and calligrapher Morde 
Rosenstein and view his varied work, featuring art on s 
perfect for Chanuka gift-giving! 

Dec. 10 at 3:00 p.m. 

$ & & & # # $ 

Family Chanuka Party 

Candle lighting, n 

dessert. The party 
Shabbat service. 

Dec. 15 at 6:15 p.m. 

& & & & # # $ 

First Fridays: Family Service & Potluck Dinner 
Dec. 1 at 6:30 p.m. 

First Saturdays: Tot Shabbat 
Dec. 2 at 9:45 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 


Dec. 17 at 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Union Temple of Brooklyn 

- A Reform Jewish Congregation - 

17 Eastern Parkway at Grand Army Plaza 

Dr. Linda Henry Goodman, Rabbi • 718-638-7600 


Ratner's brother 
on the warpath 

The Brooklyn Papers 


His brother Bruce is not ex- 
actly beloved in Park Slope, but 
Michael Ratner will certainly 
earn brownie points this week 
after calling for Defense Secre- 
tary Donald Rumsfeld to be 
prosecuted for war crimes. 

Ratner’s group, the Center 
for Constitutional Rights, filed 
a criminal complaint in Ger- 
many against Rumsfeld, Attor- 
ney General Alberto Gonzales 
and former CIA Director 
George Tenet on behalf of 12 
Iraqis and Saudis who had been 
allegedly abused at Abu Ghraib 
and Guantanamo Bay by their 
American captors. 

“There has to be some ac- 
countability for Donald Rums- 
feld,” Ratner told Bloomberg 

Funny, that’s what many 
Brooklynites are saying about 
his brother. 

— Cersh Kuntzman 
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PHARMACY & SURGICAL 

BBIWB • 2064 Flatbush Ave. • (718) 377-4900 


LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF 
HILL-BURTON CHARITY CARE SERVICES 

Lutheran Medical Center, 150 55th Street, Brooklyn, NY will 
make available from January 1, 2007 to December 31, 2007, 
uncompensated services to all eligible persons unable to pay who 
request those services. All hospital services of the medical center 
will be available on a first request basis to eligible persons until the 
medical centers annual compliance level is met. Eligibility for free 
care will be limited to persons whose family income is not more 
than double the current poverty income guidelines established by 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. We invite 
interested parties to comment on this allocation plan. This Notice 
is published in accordance with 42 CFR 124.504, Notice of 
Availability and Uncompensated Services and will be effective 
January 1, 2007. 




Lutheran 
Medical Center . 
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Gersh Kuntzman 

It's not often that the editor of an illustrious 
newspaper chain ends up being featured in the 
very pages he edits — but our editor, Gersh 
Kuntzman, is ... how shall we put this . . . uncon- 
ventional. But interviewing our own editor is 
completely reasonable because the peripatetic 
Kuntzman has a book coming out. "Chrismuk- 
kah: The Official Guide to the World's Most- 
Beloved Holiday" is a hilarious take on holiday 
rituals, family tensions and wintertime recipes — 
and, conveniently, it makes a perfect gift this 
Chrismukkah season (Kuntzman will be reading 
from the book on Monday, Dec. 4, at the Park 
Slope YMCA's "Writers on the Rooftop" series). 

In an unprecedented interview that could cause 
a rift in the space-time continuum, Kuntzman 
checked in with our editor, Gersh Kuntzman, who 
later edited the interview with Kuntzman. 



Q: I'm going to go on record as say- 
ing you're a complete hack. Inter- 
viewing yourself. The nerve! 

A: Look, I don’t give too many interviews, 
so you should be thankful. 

Q: You do seem to keep busy, what 
with your editing work 
at The Brooklyn Pa- 
pers, your monthly 
BCAT show, your award- 
winning show, "SUV: 

The Musical!" and your 
scintillating coverage of 
community board meet- 
ings. How do you do it? 

A: Well, you know me. If 
there’s one motto that defines 
Gersh Kuntzman it’s this: Live 
life to the fullest. 

Q: Remember who you're 
talking to. I know Gersh 
Kuntzman. In fact, I am Gersh Kuntz- 
man. And the Gersh Kuntzman I 
know spends most of his time cower- 
ing. That said, let's talk about the 
new book. What is Chrismukkah any- 
way? 

A: My friend, you’re asking the wrong 
question. It’s not “What is Chrismukkah?” 
but rather, “Why has Chrismukkah been 
hidden from us all these years? Why don’t 
Americans know even the basics of this 
beloved holiday?” 

Q: Since you're interviewing yourself, 
you might as well answer. 

A: Chrismukkah is every bit as venerable as 
those “more-popular” holidays: Christmas, 
Hanukkah, Flag Day. But those knock-offs 
get all the attention. 

Q: Wait a second, Christmas and 
Hanukkah are knock-offs of Chris- 
mukkah and not the other way 
around? 


A: I just said that, brainless. We really 
should talk to the editor about getting better 
reporters here. But, yes, Chrismukkah is ac- 
tually the original yuletide holiday. It dates 
back to when the Four Wise Men showed up 
after the birth of the baby Jesus. 
Q: Four Wise Men? I 
thought there were only 
three. 

A: Oy vey and praise Jesus! 
As the Bible’s Book of Rota- 
tells us... 

Q: Book of Rotations? 
What's that? 

A: You really don’t know the 
Chrismukkah story do you? 
Well, it’s all in my book — 
all of the forgotten Biblical 
, plus Chrismukkah 
songs, the story of the world’s first 
-marriage, Charles Dickens’s never-be- 
fore-published novella, “A Chrismukkah Car- 
ol,” and, of course, the 10 primary rituals of 
Chrismukkah. My favorite is mle number 10: 
Never have a long goodbye at the door — 
which is really good advice all year long. 

Q: I hear there are also traditional 
Chrismukkah recipes. 

A: Yes. Try the ham latkes, gefilte shrimp or 
the oyster hamantaschen. They’re out of this 
world! 

Q: Is Chrismukkah in danger of be- 
coming overcommercialized? 

A: Of course it is. Commercialization of the 
holidays is exactly why everyone should 
buy my book. For just $14.99, you can dis- 
cover numerous ways in which Chris- 
mukkah can be saved from the forces of 
capitalism. For just $14.99 — available at 
stores near you! — you can help keep Chris- 
mukkah pure. 

Q: Where do you stand on Festivus? 

A: Festivus is a fake, made-up holiday. 



They'll re-take 
Manhattan 


Brooklynites head to the city 



The glamorous life: Laila Gheith, 29, in her Upper East Side apartment after her move 
back to "the city" from Brooklyn. 


By Lindsay Feldman 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

As Melanie Greenberg un- 
packed boxes in her new 500- 
square-foot Lower East Side 
apartment, her next-door neigh- 
bor was, for no apparent rea- 
son, on the fire escape singing 
mournful ballads. 

And that was the good 

Greenberg, a 27-y ear-old 
freelance writer, was back in 
the city where she felt home 
— just two years after she had 
moved to Williamsburg to 
save money. 

But within months of that 
move, the traditionally Italian 
neighborhood she loved start- 
ed changing. And Greenberg 
didn’t like the changes. 

“Big high-rise buildings start- 
ed going up and slowly but 
surely the hipsters started 
spilling into my part of the 
neighborhood,” said Greenberg, 
who is now single. 

“I decided I wanted to go 
back to Manhattan — specifi- 
cally to Alphabet City — where 
there is a real feeling of commu- 
nity and more diversity than 
probably just about any other 
neighborhood of the city.” 

Greenberg is not alone. The 
type of hipsters who once 
moshed from Manhattan into 
Williamsburg, Cobble Hill and 


Park Slope like crowds at a 
Beck concert are now singing a 
different tune: “We’ll re-take 
Manhattan.” 

Prudential Douglas Elliman 
broker Ted Karagannis said that 
as the price difference between 
the two boroughs shrinks, those 
who once fled Manhattan are 
now returning. 

“Brooklyn is losing a lot of 
its young artist types back to 
Manhattan because the rents are 
too expensive,” Karagannis 
said. “And a lot of Brooklynites 
who were able to sell their 
apartments cashed out and 
moved back to Manhattan be- 
cause it was their first choice to 
begin with.” 

It was always the first choice 
for Laila Gheith, 29, a Bay 
Ridge resident who always pre- 
ferred everything about Manhat- 
tan, from the nightlife to the 
take-out. 

So when she found a co-op in 
Midtown last month that was 
cheaper than comparable places 
in Park Slope and Carroll Gar- 
dens, she grabbed it. Gheith, a 
single associate with a midtown 
investment group is now thrilled 
to see cabs instead of strollers. 

And she doesn’t miss that R 
train. 

‘T was the next-to-last stop. It 
became really annoying,” she 

Some of those heading to the 


greener pastures of Manhattan 
have little pleasant to say about 
Brooklyn. 

“The East Village atmos- 
phere is better. The people are 
more like me,” said Tara Croft, 
34, an unmarried writer for a 
business magazine. “They’re 
single and they like to hang out. 
In Park Slope it was more cou- 
ple-y with kids and families.” 

Croft recently moved to the 
East Village from Park Slope 
and is happy as a Moby fan 
gobbling a $14 sandwich at 
Teany. 

“The nightlife scene is better 
for me here,” said Croft, who 
mostly eats at restaurants. 

Nobody moves to Park Slope 
for the nightlife. But those who 
move for a higher quality of life 
quickly discover the borough’s 
Achilles heel: Brooklyn is far- 
ther from Manhattan than Man- 
hattan is from Manhattan. 

Realtor Brian Lewis said he 
sold a two-bedroom apartment 
on the Upper West Side to a 
couple in their 30s with one 
child. The couple had moved 
from the Upper West Side just 
18 months ago to a home in 
Cobble Hill. 

“They quickly realized their 
quality of life suffered due to 
added commute times and less 
city conveniences,” said Lewis, 
senior vice president at Halstead 
See RETAKE on page 16 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR 
LIVING JUDAISM IN 
BROOKLYN 


Sunday, Dec. 3, 10 am... 


JEWISH VIEWS OF 
SEXUAL DIVERSITY 

A Symposium 

Rabbis: Gordon Tucker, Dov Linzer, Leonard Levy, 
Sarra Lev, Ayelet Cohen 
Moderated by Rabbi Joseph Potasnik 


East Midwood Jewish Ctr, 1625 Ocean Ave, (K & L) 
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For More Information: 718 339-0230 
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A Split Decision 
For Our Kids 

By Randi Weingarten 


T his month brought both a real high and a low for 
public school students. The high mark came a day 
before Election Day in the form of a tentative two- 
year contract between the United Federation of Teachers, 
which represents New York City's 100,000 public school 
educators, and the City of New York. This is great news for 
teachers and bodes well for the future of education here. 


For one thing, the agreement - 
which still must be ratified - is 
unprecedented in that it was 
reached 1 1 months before the 
current contract expires, making 
it the earliest contract agreement 
ever reached between the city 
and the UFT. Settling almost a 
year early brings stability and 
certainty, particularly after two 
bitter contract fights. It will 
allow educators - for the rest of 
the mayor's term — to focus on 
student achievement and success 
and let our union fight for essen- 
tial education reforms, including 
reducing class size, improving 
student discipline and full-day 
universal pre-kindergarten. 

Another important aspect is an 
across-the-board pay raise that 
will boost the salary of the most 
experienced educators to the 
$100,000 mark - a milestone 
that veteran educators in many 
surrounding suburbs already 
earn. It also includes a longevity 
increase for educators who stay 
in the system for five years, 
providing another way to 
improve educational stability 
and continuity for students. 

All of this means that between 
2002 and 2008 teacher salaries 
in New York City have become 
far more competitive - having 
risen 40%. As a result, we are in 


a better position to attract - and 
keep — the best and brightest 
teachers for our kids. The city's 
willingness to help our teachers 
approach parity with the suburbs 
- without again demanding they 
work longer hours — conveys a 
sense of respect for teachers and 
a commitment to education. 
Honoring teachers by providing 
better compensation boosts 
morale among the workforce 
and shows the rest of the world 
we put a real value on public 
education. 

Unfortunately, this month also 
brought us the final court deci- 
sion in the Campaign for Fiscal 
Equity case. 

In that case, parents, educators 
and community activists asked 
the state to give New York City 
enough resources to provide 
students with a sound, basic 
education. Governor Pataki 
fought it for years, but 
Governor-elect Eliot Spitzer has 
repeatedly indicated he wants to 
settle the case quickly by provid- 
ing the city with the dollars 
in state education aid that previ- 
ous court decisions said our city 
school students deserve. Also, 
Mayor Bloomberg has embarked 
upon a capital construction plan 
that should help address the 
issues of class size and school 


safety by providing additional 
space in modern, technologically 
advanced and secure buildings. 

While the court said the 
Legislature and the governor- 
elect must appropriate more 
funds to New York City's school 
children it significantly reduced 
the amount - to $1.9 billion 
from the $4 billion to $6 billion 
all of us thought was needed. 

There are many important 
needs, but none as crucial as 
lowering class sizes - which are 
10% to 60% higher here than in 
the rest of the state. Study after 
study shows that kids in smaller 
classes outperform children in 
large classes. There are fewer 
discipline problems in smaller 
classes and kids in those classes 
are more likely to graduate high 
school and go on to college than 
students in big classes. Still, our 
classes are bulging. For example, 
in the rest of the state there are 
20 kids in a class in Sequential 
Math I, a Regents class; in New 
York City, it's nearly 33 students. 
That's 63% larger! 

Gov-elect Spitzer has said he 
remains committed to providing 
more than what the Court of 
Appeals ordered because he - like 
many teachers, educators and 
parents - knows that amount is 
not nearly enough to give the 
system the real reform it needs 
and give our children the kind of 
education they deserve. Now it's 
time for the governor-elect and 
the Legislature to find a way to 
give our children the kind of 
education they richly deserve - 
and turn this good news/bad 
news month into one that is 
strictly good news. 
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ALL DRAWN OUT 


Thor is god of Coney 


T he news this week that a 

Coney Island real-estate developer 
will raze Astroland and build a $1.5- 
billion, Vegas-like menagerie was greeted 
with the usual hue and cry from nostalgia- 
addled Brooklynites who remember the 
“glory days” of Coney Island. 

But anyone who has actually spent time in 
Coney Island — the one that exists today, not 
the one in those misty water-color memories, to 
quote Brooklynite Barbra Streisand — is cheer- 
ing the move by Thor Equities to purchase the 
land where Astroland sits and clear it after next 
summer’s carnival season. 

“It’s not going to be the Coney Island the way 
I know Coney Island,” one longtime resident told 
the Daily News this week, setting up a great 


punchline: “They’re going to make it nice.” 

Indeed, “nice” is a commodity in limited 
quantities in today’s Coney Island. The reality 
on the ground is that the amusement area is 
dirty, mn-down and uninviting. Where other 
Americans get to enjoy family friendly theme 
parks, visitors to Coney Island get a garbage 
dump by the sea. 

While beloved by many, Astroland, whose 
name harkens back to the optimistic days of the 
Apollo moonshots, shows its age. Even the most 
charitable visitor can’t help but feel that this rot- 
ting playland feels like a placeholder for some- 
thing better. 

Others have certainly mshed in — and failed 
— where Thor Equities dares to tread. But un- 
like earlier dreamers, developer Joe Sitt owns 
far more properties and has made a far-larger fi- 


nancial commitment, spending well over $100 
million just on land acquisition so far. 

And unlike developers in other parts of Brook- 
lyn, Sitt doesn’t have his hand extended in search 
of massive public subsidies — at least, not yet 

Sitt says he is committed to keeping what is 
great about Coney — its honky-tonk spirit, its 
wacky architecture and, of course, the land- 
marked 80-year-old Cyclone roller coaster — 
even while he sweeps away the filth and the 
1960s-era kitsch. 

And unlike Disney — which scouted land in 
Coney Island a few years ago — Sitt is a real 
New Yorker. That’s no small thing in a neighbor- 
hood that was terrified by the possibility that a G- 
rated Mickey Mouse would someday be strutting 
down the Boardwalk alongside the R-rated Mer- 
maids of Dick Zigun’s “Coney Island USA” 


LETTERS 



Food Co-op member: Papers racist 


Opting out of 
home delivery 

Every week, we deliver copies of 
The Brooklyn Papers to homes 
throughout Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Our unique system limits deliveries 
to two Papers per building (eliminat- 
ing the kind of clutter caused by cir- 
cular and menu delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates 
our free home delivery, but realize 
there are exceptions to every rule. 

If you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this 
free service, you may "opt out" 
of our delivery program by filling 
out the online form at BrooklynPa- 
pers.com/html/about/optout.html 


Send a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn 
Papers, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, 
NY 11201 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By email: 

Letters@BrooklynPapers.com 
All letters must be signed and 
include the writer's home address 
and phone number (only the writer's 
name and neighborhood are pub- 
lished with the letter). Letters may 
be edited and will not be returned. 
The earlier in the week you send 
your letter, the better. 


To the editor, 

I am an African-American member 
of the Park Slope Food Co-op who 
found your article about the Co-op 
both racist and insulting (“Has Slope 
Food Co-op’s lefty ethos led to 
crime?” Nov. 11). 

Evidently, the staff writer believes that 
searching African-Americans would be a 
good idea. In her article, she wrote about 
why the Co-op’s bag-search policy was 
curtailed, saying, “Many believe that the 
members are so liberal that they won’t al- 
low themselves to question people who 
might appear to be ‘outsiders.’ ” 

In other words, if they had stopped 
and searched all the African-Ameri- 
cans entering the store, crime would 
disappear. 

There are many in our community 
— African-American and white — 
who have fought to end racism and 
discrimination in all its manifestations. 
It is dismaying to see your paper con- 
demning a group for its open-minded- 
ness. D. Dowridge, Crown Heights 
Editor's note: Our writer did not sug- 
gest that searching African-Ameri- 
cans would be a good idea. She 
merely reported that such searches 
were discontinued amid charges of 
racial profiling. 

Help Mom & Pop 

To the editor, 

I read with interest your column 
about David Walentas’s frustration over 
the presence of a Starbucks in DUM- 


BO (“In land of Walentas, Mom & Pop 
are still king,” The Brooklyn Angle, 
Nov. 18). As someone who grew up in 
South Brooklyn (before names like 
“Cobble Hill” came about to inflate real 
estate prices), the angst that afflicts 
David Walentas actually puts him in 
good company. 

When old man Rockefeller set about 
acquiring land to build Rockefeller 
Center, he ran up against one set of 
merchants who wouldn’t go along with 
the plan. As a result, they had to re-de- 
sign the Radio City building to fit 
around Brennan & Hurley’s Bar. 

A similar situation happened in Las 
Vegas when the Excalibur Hotel had to 
re-design its east side parking lot to fit 
around an existing gas stop and mini- 
mart. John E. Kraft, Paradise, NV 

Wrong on Fratelli 

To the editor, 

I’m writing this letter after reading the 
article regarding the closing of Fratelli 
Ravioli (“Oh, brother: Court Street insi- 
tution Fratelli Ravioli closes,” Nov. 18). 

The article falsely suggested that the 
people who ran the store didn’t care 
about the family name. I suggest that 
you interview the woman, Isabel, who 
ran the store on Court and Union 
streets. Isabel worked in that store as 
a young girl. She learned all aspects of 
the business. Many old-timers on 
Court Street could testify to that. Isabel 
put her pride into that store. 

The problem is storeowners today 


have to deal with high rents and deal 
with a clientele that wants to buy only 
one meatball or one cookie. The neigh- 
borhood isn’t the same as years ago. I’ve 
watched this neighborhood transform 
from an Italian heritage to a bunch of 
Yuppies. 

Catherine Davis, Cobble Hill 

Scarano’s business 

To the editor, 

Thank you for the courageously 
blunt writing and for having enough 
grace to allow Robert Scarano the last 
words in your article (“And it’s all le- 
gal!” Nov. 18). I won’t attempt to inter- 
pret the meaning of his closing phrase 
— “People do not have their facts in 
order as usual . . . This height makes 
the level free of floor area. End of sto- 
ry” — beyond observing that he did 
not explicitly tell you to mind your 
own business. 

Implicit meanings are another mat- 
ter, and I’m grateful for your reporting, 
for your prose and the accompanying 
photograph. It’s a marvelous public 
service. Walter Dufresne, Park Slope 

Sects and the city 

To the editor, 

I wanted to thank you for the lovely 
article you wrote about our brother 
who mows the lawns around DUMBO 
(“Lawn and Order,” The Brooklyn An- 
gle, Nov. 11). 

But I did want to correct something 


you wrote. We Jehovah’s Witnesses 
are not a sect. While it is true that we 
have absolutely no affiliation with the 
churches of Christendom, we are 
Christians. 

We are a theocratic organization. 
We are also one of the fastest-growing 
groups of Christians in the world. We 
base everything in our lives on scrip- 
tures and Bible principles. That is why 
you see our brother mowing the law. It 
is loving to do so. 

We have had hundreds, maybe 
thousands, of brothers from all over 
the world in New Orleans helping our 
brothers to rebuild their houses. After 
the Loma Prieta earthquake in North- 
ern California in 1989, we rebuilt a 
number of houses and brought in sup- 
plies. We started on Friday and had the 
houses painted and yards planted by 
Sunday even though it was raining! 

Come to a Kingdom Hall in your 
area and meet the friends. They will be 
so happy for you to visit. We know 
how to be true friends. 

Jeanne Hill, San Jose, CA 

Thank you, IRS 

To the editor: 

Congratulations are in order to the 
IRS in realizing the fed coffers are los- 
ing money with PILOTS (“Bond 
bombshell,” Nov. 4). 

Any real estate developer worth his 
or her salt ought to have another finan- 
cial angle. If not, just call it a day. 

Akosua Albritton, Prospect Heights 
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City to Scarano: Get 
buildings up to code 


FLASHBACK 


IT'S ALL LEGAL! 



The Brooklyn Papers front-page article on Nov. 18. 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The city will prohibit some 
residents from moving into a 
building designed by Robert 
Scarano if Brooklyn’s bad- 
boy architect does not bring 
their units up to code. 

Following The Brooklyn Pa- 
pers’ front-page story on Scara- 
no’s latest design troubles, the 
Department of Buildings said it 
would block buyers from mov- 
ing into several apartments in 
“the Washington,” a new seven- 
floor, 45-unit Prospect Heights 
building, unless Scarano re- 
builds their flimsy plywood 
mezzanines with permanent 
materials. 

Scarano installed such wood 
platforms in many of the build- 
ing’s bedrooms to shave off ex- 
cess usable square footage. 

The move did get Scarano 
around current zoning laws, but 
the shoddy construction did not 
get him past the building code, 
which requires steel and con- 
crete constructions. 

“The mezzanines do not 
comply with the department’s 
requirements,” said Jennifer 
Givner, a Buildings spokes- 
woman. 

Some speculated that Scara- 


no’s use of plywood was inten- 
tional, allowing future co-op 
owners to easily tear it out once 
the sales were complete and the 
Buildings Department had 
granted the required “certificate 
of occupancy.” 


But Scarano took issue with 
the notion that this was “some 
kind of grandiose scheme to de- 

“The work [on the mezza- 
nines] wasn’t completed,” said 
Scarano. “Now there’s concrete.” 


Givner, the Buildings spokes- 
woman, did say the department 
may allow tenants to occupy 
apartments that do not have the 
“Scaranozines.” But, that an- 
gered some would-be buyers, 
who said the action would pe- 
nalize buyers, not Scarano. 

“Now people will be forced 
to close on their apartments or 
lose their deposits, without 
knowing if the building [is en- 
tirely up to code],” said one 
prospective buyer, who didn’t 
want to be named. 

“The best thing would be if 
no [one was allowed to occupy 
the building] until everything is 
in compliance.” 

Scarano isn’t entirely un- 
sympathetic to their plight, call- 
ing his mezzanine modifications 
“unfortunate for the buyers,” but 
he did point out that only one of 
the mezzanine apartments actu- 
ally has a buyer at this point. 

“The rest have been pulled 
off market,” said Scarano. 

Scarano, who calls himself 
the architect of “New Brook- 
lyn,” has completed 75 build- 
ings in Brooklyn and 400 city- 
wide. Another 200 are in the 

He argues that his work has 
paved the way for the transfor- 
mation of countless neighbor- 



hoods, including the Washing- 
ton’s Prospect Heights. 

“That building pretty much 
cemented the neighborhood in 
terms of its jumpstart,” said 
Scarano. 

But his pioneering instincts 
haven’t saved him from run-ins 
with the Buildings Department. 

Earlier this year, he agreed to 
surrender the right to certify his 
own designs on the grounds 
that he misrepresented some 
building plans. 

City Councilwoman Letitia 
James, who’s been involved in 
the latest brouhaha, thinks these 
most recent developments 
should be the last straw. 

“Scarano needs to be 
brought up on disciplinary 
charges,” said James (D-Pros- 
pect Heights). 

“He does shoddy work. He 
overbuilds.” 

"The only solution as far as 
I’m concerned is to revoke his 



Empire warehouses could 
be home to concert hall 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

DUMBO’s long-vacant Empire Stores 
warehouse is being eyed for a new per- 
forming arts venue within the proposed 
condo-and-open-space development com- 
monly referred to as “Brooklyn Bridge 
Park,” state officials said this week. 

The concert hall, a small venue in very 
early planning phases, would share the 
wood-columned, Civil War-era warehouse 
with shops and restaurants. 

The addition of a performing arts space is 
the latest twist in what has become a saga of 
stalled ambitions for the crumbling state- 
owned landmark, one of six waterfront com- 
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mercial sites intended to generate revenue 
for ongoing maintenance. 

The development will eventually stretch 
1.3 miles along the shoreline from the Man- 
hattan Bridge to the foot of Atlantic Avenue. 

As reported in The Brooklyn Papers, the 
Empire State Development Corporation 
yanked the warehouse from Brooklyn land 
baron Shaya Boymelgreen after he let it lan- 
guish for three years while moving forward 
with luxury condo projects in the neighbor- 
hood. Boymelgreen had planned to turn the 
building into high-end shopping mall mod- 
eled on Chelsea Market in Manhattan. 

Earlier, local artists harbored dreamy vi- 
sions of converting the former sugar and 
coffee warehouse into galleries. 

Now the future of the stores 
has become tangled in a dispute 
between the ESDC and local 
elected officials who want luxu- 
ry development within the pro- 
posed “Brooklyn Bridge Park” 
delayed until state officials re- 
lease the underlying economics 
of the waterfront development. 

“The state has not told the 
public what the revenue will be 
for the [condos] in the develop- 
ment — and until we know 
that, we can’t know how much 
development is necessary,” said 
Evan Thies, a spokesman for 
City Councilman David Yassky 
(D-Brooklyn Heights). 

But the ESDC has said it 
will not delay the commercial 
elements of the $ 130-million 
project any longer. 

“The construction of the park 
is scheduled to begin in the 
middle of January,” said ESDC 
spokesman Mark Weinberg. 

Weinberg said it was too ear- 
ly to identify tenants for the 
proposed venue, but the DUM- 
BO-based Arts at St. Ann’s, 
which is currently housed in a 
nearby warehouse, believes it 
has the best claim. 

“At some point [warehouse 
owner David Walentas] is going 
to want to develop his site and 
we are going to have to leave the 
warehouse,” said Susan Feld- 
man, artistic director. “If the right 
kind of space is created in the 
Empire Stores, it could be a fan- 
tastic place to go.” 
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Ratner's 
brother 
on the 
warpath 

The Brooklyn Papers 

His brother Bruce is not ex- 
actly beloved in Park Slope, but 
Michael Ratner will certainly 
earn brownie points this week 
after calling for Defense Secre- 
tary Donald Rumsfeld to be 
prosecuted for war crimes. 

Ratner’s group, the Center 
for Constitutional Rights, filed 
a criminal complaint in Ger- 
many against Rumsfeld, Attor- 
ney General Alberto Gonzales 
and former CIA Director 
George Tenet on behalf of 12 
Iraqis and Saudis who had been 
allegedly abused at Abu Ghraib 
and Guantanamo Bay by their 
American captors. 

“There has to be some ac- 
countability for Donald Rums- 
feld,” Ratner told Bloomberg 

Funny, that’s what many 
Brooklynites are saying about 
his brother. 

— Cersh K untzman 
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Ratner's 
bro on 
warpath 

The Brooklyn Papers 

His brother Bruce is not ex- 
actly beloved in Park Slope, but 
Michael Ratner will certainly 
earn brownie points this week 
after calling for Defense Secre- 
tary Donald Rumsfeld to be 
prosecuted for war crimes. 

Ratner’s group, the Center 
for Constitutional Rights, filed 
a criminal complaint in Ger- 
many against Rumsfeld, Attor- 
ney General Alberto Gonzales 
and former CIA Director 
George Tenet on behalf of 12 
Iraqis and Saudis who had been 
allegedly abused at Abu Ghraib 
and Guantanamo Bay by their 
American captors. 

“There has to be some ac- 
countability for Donald Rums- 
feld,” Ratner told Bloomberg 

Funny, that’s what many 
Brooklynites are saying about 
his brother. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 


See your CB chair with a 
lampshade on his head! 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The holiday season is upon 
us, and that means one thing: 
it’s time to party, Community 
Board style. 

Brooklyn’s community boards 
are celebrating the holidays in 
ways as diverse as the neighbor- 
hoods they represent — some 


are planning absolutely nothing, 
others are planning to raise the 
roof. Here’s how your commu- 
nity board measures up. 

• Community Board 2, 
which covers Fort Greene, 
DUMBO, Clinton Hill, Boerum 
Hill, and Brooklyn Heights, is- 
n’t doing much of anything. 

“We do a small reception af- 
ter the full board meeting on 


Dec. 13,” said District Manager 
Rob Perris. “There’ll be cheese 
and crackers and crudites.” 

• Community Board 6, 
which encompasses Red Hook, 
Carroll Gardens, Park Slope, 
Gowanus, and Cobble Hill, will 
eschew the raw vegetables in 
favor of a “Whiz-Bang Blowout 
Holiday Extravaganza” at Park 
Slope’s Union Hall. 


1 KITCHEN 

OLOGYllc 

...creating a perfect kitchen. 
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“Whiz-bang,” of course, 
refers to explosives used during 
World War I, but we’re assured 
that this party has no military 

District Manager Craig 
Hammerman promises that 
there will be peaceful activities 
tike bocce-playing, door-prize 
giveaways, hors d’ oeuvre-eat- 
ing, and plenty of drinking at 
the cash bar. 

And here’s a bonus: 

If you get tired of seeing CB 
6 chairman Jerry Armer with a 
lampshade on his head, you can 
head to the Union Hall base- 
ment where Jane magazine is 
having its own holiday shindig. 

• Neither Community Board 
10, which represents Bay Ridge 
and Dyker Heights, nor Com- 
munity Board 1 1 , which repre- 
sents Bensonhurst, is hosting an 
open party. 

“We have a very small staff 


and the board members have so 
many other things to do, we 
didn’t want another obligation 
for them,” explained Howard 
Feuer, the district manager for 
CB11. 

CB 10’s 50 members and 
their significant others will par- 
ty at an undisclosed location — 
but this soiree is so exclusive 
that it’s “invite only,” said Dis- 
trict Manager Josephine Beck- 

Community Board 2 holiday 
“party," Dec. 13, 6pm, St. Fran- 
cis College's Founder's Flail (180 
Remsen St., between Clinton and 
Court streets). Call (718) 596- 
5410 for information. 

Community Board 6 holiday 
party, Dec. 20, 6 pm, Union 
Hall (702 Union St., between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues). Tickets 
$30. For information, call (718) 
643-3027. 






Brooklyn was burning 


At least one fire on Thanksgiving night was caused by something other than a turkey fry 
gone wrong. A tire shop at the corner of Fourth and Prospect avenues in Park Slope went 
up in flames just before midnight on Nov. 23. Approximately 60 firefighters responded 
the blaze, which was brought under control in an hour, fire officials said. There were no 
injuries and the cause of the fire is still under investigation. — Christie Rizk 
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Parks: Let's make 
Ridge 'green' again 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Leif Ericson Park is about 
to get a second chance at a 
greenmarket. 

The Parks Department wants 
to open a farmers’ market in 
Bay Ridge’s Nordic-themed 
park — just blocks from where 
a similar fruit-and-vegetable 
bazaar floundered in the late 
1990s for lack of customers. 

That market was at Fourth 
Avenue and 67th Street, while 
this one would be at Sixth Av- 
enue — but the non-profit or- 
ganization that runs more than 
half of the city’s 78 greenmar- 
kets says the difference isn’t 
enough for them to get involved 
this time. 

“Markets [located] between 
neighborhoods never last, be- 
cause there’s not enough foot 
traffic,” said Cathy Chambers of 
the Council on the Environment 
of New York City, which oper- 
ates 44 greenmarkets and once 
ran the Bay Ridge greenmarket. 

City Councilman Vince Gen- 
tile (D-Bay Ridge), who pushed 
the Parks Department to try 
again, said this farmers’ market 
would be different, thanks to its 
strategic location two blocks to 
the east. 


Farmer Nestor Tello at the Sunset Park greenmarket in 2001 . 


“On Sixth Avenue, we have 
an apartment building, a church 
right across the street, and easy 
access from the expressway,” 
he said. 

Thanks to Gentile, the Parks 
Department put out a request for 
proposals this week for a farm- 
ers’ market that would be open 
two days a week. May through 
November, from 9 am to 5 pm. 

“Parks expects a high-quality 
market, focusing on fresh fruits 
and vegetables, juices, baked 
goods, dairy, and other farm-pro- 
duced items,” the REP stated. 

Would-be market operators 
have until January 5 to respond. 

The ever-optimistic Gentile 
is already hungry for the mar- 
ket’s offerings. 

“I would probably get pri- 
marily fruit, not vegetables,” 
said Gentile. “I would have to 
work hard to figure out what to 
do with the vegetables. Or if 
there were a homemade apple 
pie, I would get that — once in 
a while, not all the time.” 


State report recommends 
closure of Victory Memorial 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The state issued a do-not-resuscitate order 
to Victory Memorial Hospital this week, rec- 
ommending that the facility, which employs 
1,025 people, “close in an orderly fashion.” 

The report by the Commission on Health 
Care Facilities in the 21st Century recommend- 
ed that the 243-bed hospital, which declared 
bankruptcy last week, be reduced to an outpa- 
tient clinic “and/or [a] long-term care” facility, 
such as a nursing home. 

The report’s findings, while not much of a 
surprise, still had local leaders crying foul. 

“In the end, this will cause a loss of life in our 
community,” said state Sen. Marty Golden (R- 
Bay Ridge). 

The Commission report depicted an increas- 
ingly irrelevant hospital that has been needlessly 
hemorrhaging cash and clients. 

“Patients and physicians have defected to 


neighboring hospitals, primarily to Lutheran 
Medical Center,” read the report. 

Borough Park’s Maimonides Medical Center, 
which was coordinating some of its services 
with Victory’s, is also expected to pick up some 

Lutheran officials said their facility could han- 
dle more business. 

“We want to re-assure the community the we 
are strong, healthy, growing, and able to meet 
their health care needs,” said Neal Gorman, a 
hospital spokesman. 

Meanwhile, Victory Memorial maintained, 
improbably, that the Commission’s recommen- 
dations would have no impact on its services. 

Unless, of course, Golden and his fellow leg- 
islators accept the Commission’s recommenda- 
tions in December. If lawmakers do so — and 
the governor doesn’t veto the plan — the hospi- 
tal will be required to close by the end of next 
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In fact, Lutheran Medical Center is the ONLY hospital in Brooklyn, Queens, 
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Lutheran Medical Center also received the 2006 HealthGrades 
Excellence Awards for Gastrointestinal Care, General Surgery Care, 
Pulmonary Care and Stroke Care. 

Best rated health care that’s close to home — everyone deserves it. And 
now, Brooklyn has it. 
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From left to right: Dr. Patrick Borgen-Chief of Breast Surgery \ Director of Breast Services , Dr. Jay S. Cooper-Director of the Cancer Center ; Chair of 
Radiation Oncology Dr. Alan B.Astrow-Director of Medical Oncology Director of the Division of Hematology/Oncoiogy Dr.Joseph LoCicero-Direc- 
tor of Surgical Oncology Director of Thoracic Oncology Dr. Bernadine Donahue-Clinical Director of Radiation Oncology Attending Physician. 


Maimonides announces 
five major advances in the 
treatment of cancer. 


In early May of 2005 we opened the doors of the 
Maimonides Cancer Center. 

We didn’t do it with the intention of just being 
the best cancer center in Brooklyn. We did it with 
the objective of becoming one of the premier cancer 
centers in the entire New York area. 

With an already superb staff in place, the recent 
addition of the five doctors featured here is proof we 
are fast reaching that goal. 

Dr. Patrick Borgen joined us from Memo- 
rial Sloan-Kettering where he was the Direc- 
tor of the Breast Cancer Disease Management 
Team. Dr. Borgen is a member of the prestigious 
Peer Review Board of The Journal of the American 
Medical Association. 

Dr. Jay Cooper was at 
New York University School 
of Medicine where he was 



Director of Radiation Oncology. He has authored 
two landmark studies on the combined effects of 
radiation and chemotherapy in certain cancers. He 
sits on the editorial boards of three journals. 

Dr. Alan Astrow was the Chief of Clinical Oncol- 
ogy and Program Director at St. Vincent’s Hospital, 
Manhattan. His major research interests include 
chemotherapy of gynecological cancers and chemo- 
therapy of HIV-related malignancies. Dr. Astrow has 
published and lectured extensively on issues related 
to hematology. 

Dr. Joseph LoCicero comes to Maimonides from 
the University of Southern Alabama, where he served 
as Chairman of the Dept, of Surgery and Chief of Sur- 
gical Oncology. He has taught at Harvard and North- 
western Universities and is co-editor of the leading 
medical textbook, General Thoracic Surgery. 

Dr. Bernadine Donahue joins us from New York 


University where she was Director of Radiation 
Neuro-Oncology and Program Director for the Radia- 
tion Oncology Residency. She serves on the editorial 
boards of Radiology ; Pediatrics, and The Journal of 
Neuro-Oncology. 

These outstanding cancer doctors work with all 
of our other board-certified physicians and nurses 
to provide multimodal treatments. Simply stated, 
this philosophy means making multiple methods 
of treatment available to our patients, sometimes 
simultaneously. 

Each week, physicians from surgery, radiation 
oncology, medical oncology, radiology and pathol- 
ogy meet to discuss patient treatment at our case 
management meetings. 

Maimonides Medical Center. Why go to Manhat- 
tan for great cancer care when the great doctors are 
coming to Brooklyn. 


Medical Center 
Passionate about medicine. 
Compassionate about people. 


Maimonides. 

Brooklyn’s only dedicated cancer center. 


For more information visit www.maimonidesmed.org or call (718) 765-2500. 
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Shades of ‘Gray’ 

Park Slope writer-directors gay romantic comedy attracts star-power 


By Marian Masone 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

T here are many fields in the film industry 
where one can make a really good liv- 
ing; there’s editing, cinematography 
and, of course, writing. 

But it seems as though what everyone re- 
ally wants to do is direct. And this is where 
chances are taken. 

Park Slope writer Sue Kramer has made a 
career of penning screenplays; it can be a lu- 
crative field, whether or not one’s script ever 
gets produced. However, success in one are- 
na is no guarantee of success in another. 

“I was the poorest I’ve ever been [while I 
was] trying to direct a movie,” Kramer told 
GO Brooklyn at a cafe across the street from 
a cinema in tony East Hampton. So getting 
her first writing-and-directorial effort made — 
and selected for October’s Hamptons Interna- 
tional Film Festival — was no small feat. 

The Hamptons festival, which showcases 
approximately 100 films, programmed 
Kramer’s first narrative feature film, “Gray 
Matters,” in its Spotlight section, a part of the 
fest reserved for films with celebrated names 
attached to them. In this case, the boldface 
names include stars like Heather Graham 
(“Austin Powers: The Spy Who Shagged Me,” 
“Boogie Nights”), Molly Shannon (“Super- 
star,” “Saturday Night Live”) and Tom Ca- 
vanagh (CBS’s “Love Monkey,” NBC’s ‘Ed”). 

Graham plays Gray, an advertising execu- 
tive who discovers, on the eve of the wedding 
of her brother (played by Cavanagh), that she 
might just be gay. Shannon is the best friend 
and co-worker with all the best lines. (“Molly 
Shannon is me!” Kramer revealed.) 

When Kramer introduced her romantic 
comedy at its premiere screening in 
Southampton (where Graham, Shannon and 
Cavanagh were all in attendance), she ex- 
plained that the seeds of inspiration came 
from her sister Carolyn. 

When asked how close her sister’s experi- 
ences as a gay woman were to the character 
of Gray in the film, Kramer said that, while 
it’s not a full representation of her life, “I 
wanted to convey the idea of making sense 
of who you are.” 

Behind the scenes 

While writing, shooting and editing the film 
was a two-year-long process, getting to the 
point where she was able to make the film was 
a bit more arduous for Kramer. Having gradu- 
ated from UCLA’s film school might have giv- 
en her a leg up, but she still had to work to 
make “Gray Matters” a reality. She wrote and 
sold screenplays, and she apprenticed as an ed- 
itor on “NYPD Blue.” But even with her writ- 
ing and editing credits, Kramer said she waged 
a six-year-long campaign trying to convince 
people with the purse strings that she was up to 
directing a film. 

It became easier as some heavy hitters at- 
tached themselves to the project. When 
Alexander Payne (director of “Sideways” 
and “Election”) became an executive produc- 
er of the film, others followed. Kramer had 
previously worked with Sissy Spacek on a 
book called “Last Innocent Summer,” but 
when the star of “Carrie” came on-board as 




Toasting her success: "Gray Matters," written and directed by Sue 
Kramer of Park Slope, stars Heather Graham (above right) as Gray 
and Bridget Moynahan as Charlie. (At left) Actress Molly Shannon, 
Kramer and Graham celebrated the film's inclusion in the Hamp- 
tons International Film Festival at a party on Gin Lane hosted by 
Ann Barish on Oct. 20. 


Gray’s obnoxious shrink, it gave Kramer a 
stamp of approval. 

But Spacek is more than a colleague to 
Kramer. 

“Her family are very close and dear to 
me,” explained the first-time director. 

After that, Kramer was on a roll, and 
sometimes kismet played a part. Her film 
opens with Graham and Cavanagh’s charac- 
ters dancing to Irving Berlin’s classic “Cheek 
to Cheek,” but anyone with the smallest bit 
of smarts about the Berlin estate knows that 
getting the rights to use his music is practi- 
cally impossible. So how did she do it? 

Kramer had always planned to use the 
song in the film, but she had no idea how to 
make it happen. Luckily, her co-producer, 
Rachel Peters, just happened to be Berlin’s 


Although the interiors for the film were 
shot in Vancouver, most exterior shots were 
done in the summer of 2005 in New York, 
and Kramer says, “I proudly call myself a 
New York filmmaker.” 

Let’s talk about sex 

But this Brooklyn filmmaker has an 
agenda that’s bigger than New York City. 


Her “Gray Matters” 
script is multi-layered, 
covering all the gray ar- 
eas that Kramer sees in 
the world. 

“There were a lot of 
things I wanted to say, 
and I think comedy is 
the best way to say 
them,” she explained. “Sexuality, body im- 
age, prejudice; if you bring levity to it, you 
can hit deeper. 

“Society says you’re never good enough; 
society says be whoever you want to be, but 
we won’t really approve of it [and] just 
don’t try to get married or get benefits.” 

Speaking of society, the Hamptons film 
festival is well attended by society of the 
high type and the parties are a must. 

There are essentially two kinds of 
soirees: loud, noisy bashes at the seemingly 
unending supply of clubs, or more intimate 
gatherings at the homes of various festival 
board members, where the artwork alone is 
worth a fortune. 

The party after the Hamptons screening 
of “Gray Matters” was, happily, of the latter 
type, in the oceanfront home of board mem- 
ber Ann Barish, who also introduced the 
film. 

“At the party, people of every age came 
up to me: 10-year-olds loved it, and 70- 
year-olds loved it,” recalled Kramer. Aside 
from a sneak preview of the film at the Out- 
fest in Los Angeles, the Hamptons screen- 
ing was really the world premiere as far as 
Kramer’s concerned. And the film arrived 


on the East Coast with distribution plans in 
place; the Yari Film Group (“Crash”) will 
open the film in February — right around 
Valentine’s Day. 


‘A family affair’ 


That a story like this can have a life be- 
yond film festival screenings should make 
her sister Carolyn proud. When asked if 
Carolyn had seen the film, Kramer told GO 
Brooklyn that her sister was a part of the 
crew. Her sibling acted as wardrobe mis- 
tress and nanny for Kramer’s baby daughter 
on the set, among other duties. Since then 
she’s showed up for the opening, and seems 
to be the film’s biggest cheerleader. 

While making the film, Kramer was try- 
ing to get pregnant, so she wound up on set 
with a five-month-old baby, but the film- 
maker believes that women can do every- 
thing — with planning and the correct 
choices. 

“It was a family affair,” she said. “I’m 
trying to attack the stigma that women can’t 
do it all.” 

Kramer thinks they can, and she’s out to 

For more information about Sue Kramer 
and "Gray Matters," visit the Web site, 
www.graymattersmovie.com. 

Marian Masone is a member of the Film 
Society of Lincoln Center’s and the Museum 
of Modem Art’s “New Directors/New Films” 
selection committee and is the associate di- 
rector of programming for the Film Society 
of Lincoln Center. 


CHARITY 



Zanes-y video 

On an overcast morning in October, in front of a 
brownstone in Cobble Hill, passersby were sur- 
prised to see a dozen young kids, two trumpets, one 
trombone, an upright bass, two flutes, percussion in- 
struments, two saxophones, a large cow, two pigmy 
goats, a sheep, a llama and some cameras. 

Standing in the midst of this odd tableau — hold- 
ing an acoustic guitar and sporting a wild orange 
suit and a huge smile — was musician Dan Zanes, 
who was shooting a video for his new song, “Holi- 
day Time in Brooklyn.” 

“Dan has always been very involved in charity 
and in the community,” said Zanes’s publicist Brian 
Shimkovitz, explaining the former Del Fuegos 
frontman’s latest stunt. 

For this gig, Zanes teamed up with Heifer Interna- 
tional, an organization that strives to end world hunger 
by encouraging donors to supply suffering people in 
128 countries with livestock, a sustainable source of 
food (as opposed to merely giving short-term relief). 
For example, a goat, which provides a family with nu- 
merous quarts of milk, costs $120. 

With the holidays approaching, Heifer Interna- 
tional wanted a siren call to reawaken charitable 
spirits and reached out to Zanes for help. 

So Dan wrote “Holiday Time in Brooklyn,” to be 
used as an e-card to publicize Heifer International’s 
mission. The card was sent to past donors and is now 
on the Heifer International Web site for all to see. 

Getting the kids to sing, play, record and make a 
video with this renowned, Grammy nominated chil- 
dren’s musician — author of several albums including 
“House Party” and the recently released “Catch That 
Train” — was the easy part. 

“They just love him,” said Roy Nathanson, mem- 
ber of the Jazz Passengers and long time friend of 
Zanes, as he watched his eight-year-old Gabriel 
proudly playing his trumpet. ‘To them, he’s like the 
Beatles.” 

And just in case Zanes alone wasn’t incentive 
enough to attract some kid musicians, the Heifer In- 
ternational video producers had a back-up plan: ex- 
otic animals. 

“I had never seen a llama before,” said Sa mm y 
Boyle, a trumpeter in the sixth grade. “It’s so cool!” 

Zanes’s song ended with the question: “It’s holi- 
day time in Brooklyn, what can you give?” 

Perhaps this year, the answer might just be: a 
chicken, a rabbit, or even a cow. 

To watch the "Holiday Time in Brooklyn" video 
and for more information about Heifer Interna- 
tional, visit their Web site, www.heifer.org, or call 
(800) 422-0474. — Giacomo Maniscalco 


‘Talk’ is cheap 

Enjoy a free evening of readings by contributors to 
the NY Writers Coalition’s first anthology, “If These 
Streets Could Talk,” on Tuesday in Park Slope. 

The Hanson Place-based not-for-profit organiza- 
tion, helmed by Executive Director Aaron Zimmer- 
man, has been offering free creative writing work- 
shops throughout the city, 
— including Bedford-Stuy- 
vesant, Park Slope and Fort 
Greene, for the last five 
years. This paperback is a 
collection of fiction and po- 
etry from the workshops’ 
participants. 

The fruits of their 
labors confront birth and 
death and everything in be- 
tween. Judie David’s 
poem “Wings No Pass- 
port” reads: “I arrived 
without fanfare, also without fortune/ Being bom was 
my parents’ idea” while Nelson Figueroa’s “Out of 
the Chamber” opens: “I have AIDS/ Death looms 
near/ Basic situations/ Take on perverse interpreta- 
tions/ Strapped down on an MRI sled/ Apprehensions, 
visions of cremation — hell fires — l Form in my pre- 
procedure/ Countdown to God knows/ What they are 
looking for.” 

Contributors to “If These Streets Could Talk: Fic- 
tion 8i Poetry from NY Writers Coalition" (NY Writ- 
ers Coalition Press, $15) will read on Dec. 5 at 7:30 
pm at the Community Bookstore (143 Seventh 
Ave. at Garfield Street in Park Slope). For more in- 
formation, call (718) 783-3075 or visit the Web site 
www.nywriterscoalition.org. — Lisa J. Curtis 
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Corked! 

By Darrin Siegfried 

J ust imagine the response, if the whole 
wine industry had been using screw-tops 
for generations and some bright spark 
popped up to tell us there was this great new 
thing called cork. Of course, it means that 
about ten per cent of wine will be tainted, 
there will De dulled fruit flavours, musty 
odour problems and variation ' 
they age. But hey, it make! 
when you pull it out of the I 
New Zealand wine writer Bob Campbell 
asked that in a book I’ve been reading about 
corks called “Screwed”, by Tyson Stelzer. 
There are many problems with corks as clo- 
sures for wine bottles, and I’d like to address 
a few of them today. The wine industry has 
known about these problems since corks 
were first used, in the late 1600s. That there 
has not been, until recently, an acceptable 
alternative is the only acceptable reason for 
the silence. With the acceptance of screw 
caps, there are fewer spoiled wines on the 
market, yet many people insist on buying 
only wines finished with a cork. 

Corks serve two purposes: to keep the 
wine in, and to keep air, dirt and other 
undesirable items out of the bottle. Because 
cork is made from the bark of an oak, specif- 
ically known as Cork Oak, it is a living thing 
and has flaws and imperfections which can 
lead to trouble. Most often, these problems 
can be divided into three areas: Taint, oxida- 
tion and bottle variation. Let’s look closer. 

Taint occurs when bacteria contaminates 
the cork and reproduce in the bottle. Wines 
thus affected are said to be “corked”. The 
most common chemical compound that this 
interaction creates is 2-4-6 trichloranisole, 
and this gives the infected wine its distinct 
“corky” smell. At first, these wines become 
dull in flavor, and the fruit tastes simply dis- 
appear. At the next step of affliction, the tell- 
tale smells emerge: typically described as the 
smell of a damp, dirty cellar, or old, musty 
newspapers, or moldering cork The wine 
will usually have these unpleasant flavors on 
the palate, as well. 

Some people are more sensitive to the 
signs of corked wine than are others, and 
some are simply unaware that an infected 
wine really is off”. I have gone to wine tast- 
ings where dozens of people, all in the wine 
business, have sampled a corked bottle and 
none has picked up on it. If you believe that 
your wine is corked but you are not sure, ask 
someone else to smell and taste the wine. In 
a restaurant, refuse the corked bottle, and 
another. 



Wine oxidizes when it comes into contact 
with air, and a sherry-like aroma and flavor 
becomes apparent. When a cork shrinks its 
seal is broken and wine can exit the botde 
while air enters, allowing oxidation to occur. 
Since corks shrink when they become dry, 
wine bottles are stored on their sides or 
upside down in order to keep the cork wet. 
Wine cellars are kept at 50 - 60% humidity 
to keep the corks from drying out. (Higher 
humidity won’t hurt the corks, but will 
encourage the growth of mold and mildew, 
staining the labels on your bottles.) 

It has often been said that there are no 
great vintages, only great bottles. This is 
because of the wide variation from botde to 
botde which older wines show. Even wines 
stored alongside one another, untouched, in 
the same cellar will quite often look, smell 
and taste quite different from bottle to bot- 
de. One may be alive, vibrant, full flavored 
and brilliant. The next: lifeless and flat. The 
third: muddied and undrinkable. The only 
thing different when these botdes left the 
winery were the individual corks. Nothing 
else could contribute to such wide variations 
in the condition of the wine. 

Taint, oxidization, botde variation, leak- 
age, plus other problems such as “woodsi- 
ness” or “dusty corkiness”, which is not actu- 
ally taint... put them together and then add 
in long-cellared wines (wines kejtt for longer 
than 1 5 years) which often “fail at a rate of 
over 30%, and it is easy to understand 
claims that at least 10% of wine is damaged 
by the cork. This is the main reason why we 
are seeing more wines sealed with screw cap 

A stained cork does not mean that your 
wine is bad or spoiled. Often in the winery 
corks are placed into bottles too-full with 
wine. Slowly, over a few days or weeks, some 
wine will leak out of the botde until the 
pressure is more neutralized. Since these 
botdes are stored upside down or on their 
sides, the cork will be stained. After years as 
a Sommelier, opening thousands of botdes, 
my professional advice is this: the only way 
to tell if your wine is good or is spoiled is to 
pour some into a glass. Swirl the wine to 
coat the sides of the glass. Look at the color. 
Is the wine clear or muddy? Is the color cor- 
rect, or has your red wine turned brown? 
Smell the wine. Clean or dirty? Appealing or 
“off”? If it smells as if the wine is sound, sip 
it. Move it around in your mouth, even 
chew it. You’ll know if the wine is good or 
not. Perfecdy good wine may have a rotten 
cork, while badly corked wine is most often 
sealed with a flawless cork. Sniffing the cork 
is useless. Use your senses. If the wine is bad, 
send it back and try again... and, when you 
see a screw cap, breathe a sigh of relief. 
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One Big Easy 

NoNo Kitchens north of New Orleans 
cuisine is welcome newcomer to Park Slope 


By Tina Barry 

ie Brooklyn ~ 

T here’s a whiff of Bourbon Street 
on Park Slope’s Seventh Avenue. 
The dreary India House has closed, 
and in its place is NoNo Kitchen, a 
Louisiana-style eatery with a setting 
meant to “Laissez Les Bon Temps 
Rouler” — or “let the good times roll.” 
Gregory Tatis, the chef and co-own- 
er of NoNo Kitchen, and his wife, pas- 
try chef Monica Jaramillo-Tatis, 
opened the restaurant in October. Be- 
fore coming to Park Slope, Tatis was 
the executive chef of the Delta Grill in 
Manhattan. He worked for eight years 
with the man who brought everything 
“blackened” to New York in the late 
80s, Paul Prudhomme of K-Paul’s 
Louisiana Kitchen in New Orleans. A 
photo of Prudhomme hangs in the 
restaurant. 

If diners can get past the restaurant’s 
name — which seems more like an 
omen that an inviting moniker (NoNo 
is an abbreviation of “north of New Or- 
leans”) — they can have an enjoyable 
meal in a lively room. Long, etched 
glass windows facing Seventh Avenue 
have the frosty look of white lace. The 
ceding is high and tin covered, and 
wooden tables fine the space from front 
to back. At night, with the music 
bouncing off the ceiling, the screams of 
laughter and shouted conversation, 
NoNo can have a theme park feeling. 

I prefer the ambience at lunch, when 
the sun-filled space has a sleepy, luffing 
serenity. 

Since its start, the din- 
ner service has been 
packed. With an onslaught 
of customers, the kitchen 
hasn’t had time to perfect 
certain dishes or edit 
down the menu. However, 
patrons who order careful- 
ly will be rewarded with a 
complexly spiced, soul 
satisfying meal. But there 
are clunkers among the 
dishes. 

The “blue crab cake” 
holds together by sheer f 
willpower; it’s 95 percent 
jumbo lump crabmeat, del- 1 1 
icately spiced and accom- 
panied by a subtly fishy, tangy re- 
moulade (a French, mayonnaise-based 
sauce that’s flavored with mustard, 
gherkins, herbs and anchovies). It’s the 



king of crab cakes. 

I could have eaten 50 of the oysters. 
Each plump little mollusk is dipped in 
com flour and fried to a cmnchy, just- 


Oui oui!: NoNo Kitchen chef-own- 
er Gregory Tatis (above) offers up a 
bowl of jambalaya at his Seventh 
Avenue restaurant. His menu in- 
cludes a top-notch "blue crab 
cake" (at left). 


salty-enough deliciousness with every 
bite awash in the mineral brininess of 
the ocean. They’re great dipped into a 
slightly sweet apple and caramelized 

The smoked duck and crackling 
gumbo, one of three gumbos on the 
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Park Slope) accepts American Express, 
MasterCard and Visa. Entrees: $1 6-$24. 

daily. Brunch is available on weekends, 
from 10 am to 4 pm. Take the F train to 
Seventh Avenue. For reservations, call 
(718) 369-8348. 


menu, arrived barely warm. In addi- 
tion, the stew, which should be one of 
the restaurant’s signature dishes, was 
oversalted and its spices barely sur- 
faced on the palate. 

At lunch, a huge bowl of jambalaya, 
made with tender, dark-meat chicken, 
slices of spicy pork andouille sausage, 
chorizo and tasso ham helped me for- 
get the gumbo. The menu warns din- 
ers: “this dish is spicy! ! !” And the jam- 
balaya is spicy — at first bite. A few 
minutes later, my palate had adjusted, 
and I wished its seasoning was a bit 

One nearly perfect item on the 
menu, and a lovely starter to the meal, 
is a basket of warm combread. The 
crusty little loaves were slightly sweet 
at dinner one night, and just barely so 
at lunch. I prefer the less sweet ver- 
sion. Either way, the bread makes joy- 
ful eating when smeared with butter. 

So does Nono’s macaroni and 
cheese, which is the best on this side of 
the Mason-Dixon Line. You’ll love 
Tatis’s traditional take if you’re into 
creamy mac and cheeses, rather than 
the dense, loaf-like style. This version 
is a mix of Brie and sharp cheddar 
with mild cheddar creating a chewy, 
crispy top hat. 

Two of the entrees we sampled are 
disappointing. Heavy batter over- 
whelmed the delicate “trout meuniere 
amandine,” that couldn’t be rescued by 
sides of lush mashed potatoes and 
crisp, sauteed squash and string beans. 

“Monday’s Red Beans and Rice” is 
a washout. The beans and grain are 
perfectly tender but lack any discem- 
able spices, and the boneless fried 
chicken breast that keeps the duo com- 
pany is about as exciting as a slice of 
Wonder Bread. This is one dish that 
needs a whole lot of love from the 
chef. 

Jaramillo-Tatis’s bread pudding, 
studded with chocolate and raisins, 
comes topped with a sauce (butter, 
powdered sugar and a touch of or- 
angey Grand Marnier) that melts over 
the top. Tatis says that the sauce is a 
typical Prodhumme touch. It gives the 
dessert a homey spin, but it seems like 
a missed opportunity to contrast some- 
thing cold, like a scoop of vanilla ice 
cream, with the warm, custardy bread. 

The coffee, blended with chicory, 
was strong and rich. 

With the opening of the vibrant 
NoNo Kitchen, we’re reminded of 
what New Orleans once was and the 
long journey still ahead to restore its 
streets and spirit. 


Hat trick 


Windsor Terrace has great housing 
stock, proximity to Prospect Park and 
friendly neighbors, but only a few good 
places to eat. That’s why the new Fez 
Restaurant on Prospect Park West is so 
special. The eatery, which opened on 
Aug. 14, brings fully realized Moroc- 
can fare to the area and offers it up in 
an attractive dining room and lovely 
backyard garden. 

Restaurateur Bahija Elmourabit is a 
familiar fixture in the vicinity. She owns 
the tiny 16th Street Gourmet, a takeout 
counter that is just around the comer 
from her new eatery and is temporarily 
closed. (Elmourabit was also the propri- 
etor and chef at Marrakech in Carroll 
Gardens, which she closed in June.) 

The chef-owner is offering an exten- 
sive menu that includes a rich chicken 
tagine with apricots and pmnes as well 
as vegetarian couscous (at right), and- 
several beautifully seasoned dips and 


salads. Stop in for her three-course 
lunch special (a steal at $8) and eat it 
slowly in the dining room with its soft 
gold walls and mismatched tablecloths. 
The setting makes a warm respite from 
the busy street outside. 

When the weather warms, diners can 
enjoy a meal beneath an umbrella-topped 
table on the flower-filled patio. Until 
spring, when she expects her license for 
wine and beer, diners can bring their own 
bottles without a corkage fee. 

Fez Restaurant (240 Prospect Park 
West between Windsor Place and 
Prospect Avenue in Windsor Terrace) 
accepts American Express, Discover, 
MasterCard and Visa. Lunch specials: 
$8 for three courses; entrees: $7-$16. 
The restaurant serves lunch and din- 
ner daily. Brunch is available on 
weekends, from 70 am to 3 pm. For 
more information, call (718) 369- 
0716. — Tina Barry 
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4408 5th Ave. <m. 44th & 45 th as.) (718) 438-2001 
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AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma Como en su Casa ” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 


Private dining room for partie 



• Lunch & (lightly Specials 

• Wood ‘Burning (Pizza 

• Desserts & Coffee • Beer & Wine 

• Private (Parties Available 10-100 Persons 

232 Vanderbilt Ave. 

(bet. Dekalb & Willoughby) 

(718) 789-5663 



480 62nd St. (off of 5th Avenue) • Open 6 
(718) 492-6698 • www.coralinecafe.com 



SPECIALTIES 

• Homemade Mole Poblano Sauce 

• Gringas 

(roast pork quesadillas with pineapple & cheese) 

• Enchiladas Oaxquenas 

(exotic red sauce with Oxada cheese) 

• Tequila Mojitos 


t!:httl1:liailllllMklMSIJ!liMmHr l l:il#l l | l Ml 


in Sunset Park: (718) 686-8151 & (718) 633-1006 

Open 7 days: M-Th llam-midnight, F & Sat Uam-2am * im «• B 
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Reasonable Prices 
FREE DELIVERY! 
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Restaurai 

k AvoilnbU, for Parties 
'Saturday & Sunday Brunch 
includes caiuyUrnentary drink, 

141 Court Street 

(between Atlantic & Pacific aves) 

(718) 625-7370 • mmmm 

Sun-Thurs: 12-10:30pm; Fri & Sat: 12-ll:30pm 




CHEESECAKE $15 

(30% off 2nd cake) ' '/ 

Fresh Squeezed Juice & Espresso q^NING^ 
Sushi Rolls & Teriyaki Box 
Field Green, Wrap & Sandwich Zone, Soups 

Morning Breakfast from 6:30am-11am 

Cafe Hours: Mon. to Sat. 6:30am-7:30pm • Sun. 9am-7:30pm 

8701 5th Avenue, Brooklyn (bet. 86th & 87th Street) 

Tel 718.238.0888 • No Delivery 


PRIVATE PARTY SPACE 
FOOD • POOL TABLE • GARDEN 


■ M-F: 3-7pm i 

J $3 Beer, Wine J 
1 & House drinks 1 
1/2 PRICE 

1 BASKET OF WINGS 1 
I with this coupon I 


NFL, NCAA and NBA Packages 


®tje i.ig;f)tl)ouSe Cabern 

243 Fifth Avenue, between Carroll & Garfield 

718-788-8070 www.lighthousetavern.net Zagat Rated 
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A perfect match 

Park Slope video artist uses cutting-edge 
medium to pay homage to evolving borough 


www.BrooklynPapers.com 


An Exceptional meal. 


By Marian Masone 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

T he Brooklyn skyline has been 
changing for years, but now 
everyone is taking notice. 

On Dec. 3, Adam Kendall, a Park 
Slope-based video artist and curator, 
aims to capture the borough’s current 
landscapes in a new and ingenious way 
before they all fall before the wrecking 
ball with “vBrooklyn,” a one-night 
video festival at the Galapagos Art 
Space in Williamsburg that will include 
music and performance art. 

Okay, so not everything is falling, 
but many buildings are disappearing. 
The look of our borough will soon 
change radically; there’s no denying 
that. Whereas it took certain Manhat- 
tan areas — SoHo comes to mind — 
a generation to turn from an artists’ 
colony to a shopping mall, in Brook- 
lyn the transformation is taking place 
in much less time. From Atlantic 
Yards to Coney Island, massive de- 
velopment projects are on the table. 

Kendall has lived in Brooklyn for 
almost 20 years, and so he has seen 
the changes first-hand. As an artist, 
he’s also seen the transformation of 
video art into a digital medium en- 
compassing many forms of moving 
image in combination with music as 
well as live performance. 


With the “vBrooklyn” festival, he 
aims to bring a changing art form and 
a changing cityscape together. And he 
sees it as a perfect match. 

“Video art, like Brooklyn, has been 
going through a renaissance,” 
Kendall told GO Brooklyn. “With 
changes in technology and the interest 


CINEMA 


l Brooklyn as a Place and 


"vBrooklyn: A Video Festival 
ooklyn 

Video as an Artf. , 

Dec. 3, from 7 pm to 1 1 pm, at Gala- 
pagos Art Space (70 N. 6th St. be- 
tween Kent and Wythe avenues in 
Williamsburg). Admission is $5. For 
more information, call (718) 782-5188 
or visit www.vBrooklyn.org. 


of artists, video is more and more a 
part of everyday cultural events and 
nightlife, and is understood much 
more by audiences.” 

This fits in with the changes the 
borough is going through, but he in- 
sists “vBrooklyn” is not making a po- 
litical statement. 

“ ‘vBrooklyn’ is apolitical by de- 
sign,” said Kendall. “It’s not pro-de- 
velopment, nor is it anti-development. 
It does not condemn or applaud the 
changes. Artists were free to choose 
their subject matter. I wouldn’t have 


excluded anyone with an overt politi- 
cal message, but it is not the purpose 
of the festival.” 

His aim was to explore the idea of 
place, and most of the artists seem to 
be on the same page. Places to be ex- 
plored will include the Gowanus 
Canal, Floyd Bennett Field, as well as 
the Brooklyn waterfront and various 
landmark structures. 

Kendall told GO Brooklyn that this 
festival has been two years in the 
making. He put out an open call for 
artists and spent time researching 
those whose work he wasn’t familiar 
with. Yet, in the end, he already knew 
most of the artists in the show. 

“Most of the artists live or have 
lived in Brooklyn,” said Kendall, and 
this makes sense. How do you ask an 
artist from California to come to New 
York and capture the essence of this 
complex borough? Each media artist 
was asked to document, in her or his 
own way, various aspects of Brooklyn. 
Much of the work will be new, created 
specifically for “vBrooklyn,” but in 
some cases, an artist’s older video may 
speak directly to the subject. 

Other pieces — specifically Andy 
Graydon’s “Conductant” and Bruce 
Tovsky’s performance piece “Under- 
pass” — will revise pre-existing work 
especially for “vBrooklyn.” In fact, 
Kendall himself will do a video per- 



Going, going gone?: In "vBrooklyn," a video and performing arts 
event coming to the Galapagos Art Space on Sunday, artists feature 
the borough's skyline as it is, was and wish it could be. 


formance that evening that will most 
likely incorporate footage he shot a 
while back. 

Many pieces will incorporate live 
performance. (Since most of the work 
is new — that is, not yet finished or 
will be performed live — nothing 
was available to GO for advance 
screening.) Kendall did show us a 
work-in-progress of what he calls 
“vBrooklyn Interstitials,” an undulat- 
ing, dream-like view of the borough 
that will be used as a background be- 
tween the evening’s three distinct sec- 
tions — one “set” of videos and two 
of live performance. 

With this, “the screen will never be 
dark,” according to Kendall. 

Musicians will also be represented, 
among them Elliot Sharp as well as 
Stephan Moore and Scott Smallwood 
of Evidence. 

Other participating artists include 
Benton-C Bainbridge, Elle Burchill, 


Naval Cassidy, Karl Channell, 
Christopher Curtin, Luke DuBois, 
Madeleine Gallagher, Giles Hendrix, 
Janene Higgins, Chika Iijima, Bettina 
Johae, Chris Jordan, Leif Krinkle, 
David Last, Zach Layton, Anton 
Marini and Elizabeth Smolarz. 

Among the sponsors of “vBrook- 
lyn” is Forward Motion Theater, a 
Manhattan-based dance-theater-media 
organization. As part of their support 
for the project, Forward Motion will 
take care of the entire technical set-up 
(no small feat), as well as documenting 
the event to create an experimental — 
yet historical — record, a way to save 
some of Brooklyn as it was, as it is 
now, and as it might have been. 

Marian Masone is the associate di- 
rector of programming for the Film 
Society of Lincoln Center (FSLC) and 
chief curator ofFSLC’s annual Scan- 
ners: The New York Video Festival. ” 
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Dramatic gifts 


The Brooklyn Academy of Music has 
just announced its slate of dance, theater, 
pop music and opera performances for its 
“2007 Spring Season,” and the revelations 
come just in time to thrill those tough-to- 
buy-for-folks on your holiday list. 

For its spring lineup, which spans Feb. 
7 to May 27, BAM presents 10 events in 
the Howard Gilman Opera House and the 
Harvey Theater. The season starts with 
The Hamburg Ballet’s first Brooklyn ap- 
pearance in over 20 years, the local pre- 
miere of its adaptation of Thomas Mann’s 
novella “Death in Venice.” The produc- 
tion, which features music of Bach and 
Wagner, will be staged Feb. 7-10 in the 
opera house. 

Among the other dance programs, it’s 


choreographer Matthew Bourne’s “Ed- 
ward Scissorhands” — yes, it’s based on 
the bizarrely sweet Tim Burton film star- 
ring Johnny Depp — that’s the most antic- 
ipated. “Edward Scissorhands” will take 
the opera house stage March 14-31. 

Shakespeare again dominates the spring 
theatrical offerings. Edward Hall’s all- 
male ensemble Propeller returns to Fort 
Greene for a three-week residency (March 
17-April 1) of the Bard’s comedies “The 
Taming of the Shrew” and “Twelfth 
Night” in the Harvey Theater. 

Also returning is the acclaimed troupe 
Cheek by Jowl, which last appeared at 
BAM in 2004 with “Othello.” This time, 
they bring one of Shakespeare’s most 
complex creations, “Cymbeline,” to the 


Harvey Theater May 2-12. 

Musical events run the gamut from a 
Belgian production of Mozart’s “The 
Magic Flute” (pictured), playing April 
9-14 in the opera house, to a performance 
by Brooklyn Heights resident Mos Def on 
Feb. 16 and 17 in the opera house. 

A special BAM engagement next Sep- 
tember has also been announced: the Roy- 
al Shakespeare Company productions of 
“King Lear” (with Ian McKellan) and 
Chekhov’s “The Seagull.” 

Subscription tickets to the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music's "2007 Spring Sea- 
son, " which spans Feb. 7 to May 27, go 
on sale Dec. 4. For more information, 
call (718) 636-4100 or visit the Web site 
www.bam.org. — Kevin Filipski 


Office Patties, Reunions, Graduations, Showers, Christenings & More! 

• (718) 238-9447 


Seniors: 15% Discount 
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LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER has received the 2006 General 
Surgery Care Excellence Award™ from HealthGrades,® the nation’s 
leading independent health care ratings company, which ranks us among 
the top 10% in the nation for general surgery. 

Led by George S. Ferzli, M.D., F.A.C.S. — named in New York Magazine’s 
Best Doctors edition for nine straight years — our expert surgeons 
provide a variety of minimally invasive techniques designed to minimize 
blood loss and maximize recovery. 

In addition, Lutheran is the ONLY hospital in Brooklyn to be designated a 
Bariatric Surgery Center (weight loss) of Excellence by the American 
Society for Bariatric Surgery while also holding a Level 1 Accreditation 
from the American College of Surgeons. 

That’s why the surgical services at Lutheran have been ranked among the 
top 10% in the nation. 

Lutheran Medical Center — The Best Rated Flospital in Brooklyn. 

To reach a Lutheran Healthcare physician, call 1-71 8-630- RXRX (7979). 




Lutheran 
Medical Center 




HealthGrades' 


150 55th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11220 
1-71 8-630-RXRX (7979) 
www.LutheranMedicalCenter.com 
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1 J Chinese Cuisine & Vegetarian Nutrition 

• Fast Free Delivery 162 Montague Street 
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• Party Orders Welcome 


We Only Use Vegetable Oil 
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celebration of the 
jewish documentary 

Explore Jewish issues through fine films of 
artistic excellence and. examine universal 
Jewish themes through post-film dialogue 
with directors, actors, filmmakers, critics 
and scholars. 

B’NAI AVRAHAM 

117 REMSEN STREET, BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 


A Cantor's Tale (2006) 

Saturday, December 2nd, 8pm 
Directed by: Eric Greenberg Anjou 
Running time: 95 min 
Admission $5 

The tradition of Eastern European Jewish cantorial music is 
alive and well in modern America in no small part thanks to 
the efforts of Brooklyn-born Cantor Jacob Mendelson. Explore 
the American roots of “hazzanut” (Jewish liturgical music ) 
while taking a musical voyage that spans the Atlantic. This 
feature-length documentary provides a nostalgic journey 
through family, neighborhood, and tradition. It also treats us 
to appearances by renowned cantors and aficionados Joseph 
Malovany, Ben-Zion Miller, Alberto Mizrahi, Matthew 
Lazar, Neil Shicoff Jackie Mason and Alan Dershowitz. 

Followed by a Q&A with the filmmaker 


everybody welcome, 
for more information or to make a 
reservation, please contact levana: 
718.596.4840 ext. 18 


Protocols of Zion (2004) 

Saturday, December 9th, 8pm 
Directed by: Marc Levin 
Running time: 95 min 
Suggested donation $5 

Marc Levin gives us an explosive exploration of resurgent 
anti-Semitism in the wake of September 11th. Levins film 
draws its inspiration from an encounter he had in a New 
York taxi not long after 9/1 1, in which his driver, an 
Egyptian immigrant, made the disturbing claim that the Jews 
had been warned not to go to work at the World Trade 
Center on the day of the attack. He then said that “it's all 
written in the book, The Protocols of the Elders of Zion. ” 
Levin engages in a fee-for-all dialogue with Arab Americans, 
Black nationalists, Christian evangelists and White suprema- 
cists. Levins confontational conversations form a probing 
and provocative portrait of our so-called modern civilization 
caught in the grips of a most ancient hatred. 

Followed by a Q&A with Simcha Weinstein 
(former associate of the British Film commission) 











Got Lighting? 

We’re New York’s largest lighting store! 




Ill Front Street 

5+5 Gallery I Brooklyn Arts Council I Howard Schickler Fine Art 
I Henry Gregg Gallery I s.e.e.dgallery I Safe-T-Gallery I Wessel + 
O’Connor Fine Art I Underbridge Pictures I Nelson Hancock Gallery I 
Gloria Kennedy Gallery I GALLERY twenty-four I Sankaranka Gallery 
I Art Core NYC Galleryl I Flavors Gallery I and visit 

30 Washington Street Dumbo Arts Center 
92 Plymouth Street Smack Melon Gallery 
37 Main Street The powerHouse Gallery 
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OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

DISCOVERY TOUR: Explore the secrets of 

Park Audubon Center. 3 pm to 4 pm. 
Enter park at Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue. (718) 287-3400. Free. 
FLATBUSH WALK: Brooklyn Center for the 
Urban Environment hosts a tour. $1 1, $9 
members, $8 seniors and students. 2 pm 
to 4 pm. Meet at Church Avenue and 
East 18th Street. (718) 788-8500. 
WALKING TOUR: IV 


le Met 


) Tour Servi. 


Adams St. (718) 789-0430. 

ICE SKATING: The Wollman Rink is open. 
$5, $3 seniors and children. $5.50 skate 


accessed through Parkside/Oa 


NEXT WAVE: Brooklyn Academy of IV 
presents Ibsen's "Hedda Gabler," c 
ed by Thomas Ostermeier. Perform 


Kuti. $25 tol^.y^Opr^^AM^oward 
Gilman Opera House, 30 Lafayette Ave. 
(718) 636-4100. 

WINTER CONCERT: Long Island University 


presents a program. 2 pr . 

Kumble Theater, 1 University Placi 
for ticket info. (718) 488-1624. 


le Theater, 1 
1 ■ ' fo. (718 

COMEDY: Billie Holiday Theater pres 
the comedy "Steal Away." $20, $12 chil- 
dren and seniors. 8 pm. 1368 Fulton St. 
(718) 636-0918. 

ST. ANN'S WAREHOUSE: presents "Woy- 
zeck," a rock-infused, politically minded 
piece. $35. 8 pm. 38 Water St. (718) 254- 




Toy story: Brooklyn Center for the Performing Arts presents the Dance The- 
ater of Westchester's production of "The Nutcracker" at Brooklyn College's 
Walt Whitman Theatre in Midwood on Dec. 3 at 2 pm. 


SINGLES NIGHT: Oasis Singles hosts a can- 
dlelight Christmas celebration. Christmas 
carof sing-along with all time favorites. 

$1 5. 7 pm. First Evangelical Free Church, 
6501 Sixth Ave. (718) 836-0029. 

JEWISH FILMS: Brooklyn H< 

Film Festival celebrates d 

films. Today: "A Cantor's 

8 pm. 117 Remsen St. (718) 596-4840. 

BAMCINEMATEK: presents "Red Hot and 


sle" ?2006). $ 


Riot 


e. fi < 


_j" (2006). $10, $7 children and sen- 
iors. Film is screened as a complement to 
the BAM concert "Red Hot + Riot Live!," 
a tribute to the music of Fela Kuti. 2 pm, 
4:30 pm, 6:15 pm and 9:30 pm. (718) 
777-FILM, www.bam.org. 

HOLIDAY SALES 

GREENS AND CRAFTS FAIR: Artisans and 
crafts persons offer a variety of hand- 
made items for holiday gifts and home 
decoration. 10 am to 6 pm. Parish Hall of 
St. Ann and the Holy Trinity Church, 157 
Montague St. (718) 875-6980. 

CRAFT SALE: Claireware craft sale features 
pottery, tiles and jewelry, at prices up to 
40% below retail. 10 am to 5 pm. 543 
Union St. (718) 875-3977. 

HOLIDAY SALE: at PS 9. Array of handmade 

10 am to 4 lt pm. S 80 O Und'e*f Are. (347)' 
563-5324. 

CRAFTS FAIR: PS 39 hosts its annual event 
featuring food, raffles, kids' crafts and 

Seventh Avenue between Fourth and 
Fifth streets. (718) 783-1889. 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

AUDUBON CENTER: Prospect Park's 
Audubon Center offers a talk about the 

park at Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue. 
(718) 287-3400. Free. 

ICE SKATING: The Wollman Rink is open. 
$5, $3 seniors and children. $5.50 skate 
rental. 10 am to 1 pm and 2 pm to 6 pm. 
Prospect Park. Best accessed through 
Parkside/Ocean avenues entrance or the 
Lincoln Road/Ocean Avenue entrance. 
(718) 965-8999. 



Join us on 5th avenue! 


^ Experience The Magic Of The Avenue Where You’ll Find 
Ip Everything You Need For A Festive Holiday Season. |l 


VISIT THESE & OTHER FABULOUS MERCHANTS ALONG BROOKLYN’S HOTTEST SHOPPING & EATING AVENUE 
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LOOK FOR THE NEW 5th AVENUE MAP 
AT ALL YOUR FAVORITE DESTINATIONS 


ANTIQUES / COLLECTIBLES 

Bob & Judi’s Coolectibles 
Trailer Park 

Under The Pig Antiques 

ART / HANDCRAFTS / GALLERIES 

The Artful Place 

Cog & Pearl 

BARS / NIGHTLIFE 

Excelsior 

The Gate 

Ginger’s Bar 

The Lighthouse Tavern 

Patio Lounge 

Royale Bar & Cocktail Lounge 

Smiths Tavern 

BICYCLES 

R&A Cycles 

BANKS / BUSINESS 

Active Transport Service 

Business Sanity 

Checks & More 

Commerce Bank 

Ferdinand and Associates LLC 

Graphicolor 

Park Slope Insurance Agency 

CAFES / ICE CREAM / SWEETS 

The Chocolate Room 

Delices de Paris 

Fifth Ave. Bageltique Cafe 

Gorilla Coffee 

Flas Beans 

Ozzie’s Coffee 

Uncle Louie G’s 

Wrapper's Delight 

CARDS / GIFTS 

The Corner 

Nancy Nancy 

Scaredy Kat 

Tabeel Gifts & Salon 

CLOTHING / ACCESSORIES 

Beacon’s Closet 

Diana Kane 

Eidolon 

Flirt 

Goldy + Mac 


Kimera 

oak 

Razor 

Serene Rose 
Square Stores 

COMMUNITY 

Fifth Avenue Farmers Market 
Old Stone House 

EVENT HALL 

The Grand Prospect Hall 

FITNESS / BODY 

Body Essentials & More 
Body Reserve Gym 
Body Tonic 

Dental Spa of New York 
d'mai urban spa 
Element Beauty Lounge 
Feldenkrais™ Center of Park Slope 
Opal 

Prospect Park YMCA 
Pure Energy Martial Arts 
Yogasana Center 

FLORIST 

Blooms on Fifth 
Zuzu's Petals 

FRAMING 

Brooklyn Frameworks 

GROCERY 

Associated Supermarket 

HAIR SALONS 

Elements Hair Studio 

HARDWARE / PLUMBING 

Aladdin Plumbing 
Leopoldi Hardware 
R&A Hardware 
Steve Belsito Sons Inc. 

HOME DESIGN / FURNISHING 

At Home on Fifth 
Extraordinary 
Hers & Mine 
Matter 

Trade Winds Import, Inc. 

3R Living, Inc. 

KIDS 

Romp 


KITCHEN & BATH / RENOVATIONS 

A & K Tile Studio inc. 

Garfield Kitchen & Bath 
Renovations Unlimited 

LAUNDRY / DRY CLEANING 

The Kleen Machine Laundromat 

PETS 

Fifth Ave Cat Clinic 

PHARMACIES 

Emcon Pharmacy 

Neergaard Pharmacy 

REALTORS 

Aguayo & Huebener 

Donawald 

Rita Knox 

Urban View Realty 

RESTAURANTS 

Al Di La Trattoria 

Aunt Suzie's Restaurant 

Beso 

Blue Ribbon 

Blue Ribbon Sushi 

Brooklyn Fish Camp 

El Viejo Yayo Restaurant 

La Villa Pizzeria & Restaurant 

Long Tan 

Los Pollitos 

Mexican Restaurant 

Mezcal’s Mexican Restaurant 

Nana Restaurant and Bar 

Night & Day 

Park Slope Chip Shop 

Peperoncino 

Press 195 

Sakura Cafe 

Stone Park Cafe 

Tempo Restaurant & Wine Bar 

Thai Sky 

200 Fifth 

SPECIALTY FOODS 

Bierkraft 

VARIETY 

Save On Fifth 

WINE 

Red White & Bubbly 


5TH AVE $ PARK SLOPE $ BROOKLYN 

brought to you by the Park Slope Fifth Avenue Merchants Association 
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Coney hot for development, cool to housing 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Not everyone in Coney 
Island is anxious to see 
new housing added to their 
Parachute Jump-adorned 
skyline. 

In a telephone survey of 
400 neighborhood resi- 
dents, commissioned by de- 
veloper Joe Sitt, 38 per- 
cent of residents said they 
did not want new housing 
in Sitt’s $ 1.5-billion plan 
to transform Coney Island 
into a mini-Las Vegas. 

But nearly 80 percent of 
those surveyed by Sitt said 
they did approve of the notion 
of turning the busy-in-sum- 
mer, dead-in-winter neighbor- 
hood into a year-round amuse- 

Sitt’s plan covers the run- 
down stretch of Boardwalk 
property between West 12th 
and West 15th streets. 

“We’ve been saying for 
years that we want to keep the 
amusements in Coney, not see 
it get turned into condos,” said 
Chuck Reichenthal, district 
manager for Community 
Board 13. 

Sitt’s latest plans for the 
Boardwalk development in- 
cludes four towers, two hotels, 
time-share condos and at least 
one apartment building that 
could rise up to 40 stories. 

A spokesman for the devel- 
oper has said the apartments, 
which are typically more lu- 
crative than other kinds of de- 
velopment, will pay for the 
plan’s other attractions — a 
150-foot water slide, the 
biggest new roller coaster in 
the city since the Cyclone, and 
a multilevel carousel (see 
main story on page 1). 

“The problem with amuse- 
ments is that they don’t make 
money,” said Sitt spokesman 
Lee Silberstein. “They are too 
expensive and too seasonal 
and that is part of the reason 
why we want to do residen- 
tial.” 



ASTROLAND HISTORY AFTER THIS SUMMER... 


Continued from page 1 
rebuild Coney Island’s world-famous 
Steeplechase Park, buying seven acres 
of boardwalk property and the derelict 
Thunderbolt roller coaster once cele- 
brated by Woody Allen in “Annie 
Hall.” 

His plan failed when then-Mayor 
Giuliani came out against it. Just be- 
fore Keyspan Park was opened in 
2001, the city tore down the Thunder- 
bolt — which was in the line of sight 
of baseball fans coming to the new 
stadium — claiming that it was in im- 
minent danger of collapse. 

Bullard sold the last piece of his 
holdings to Sitt in March, trading a 
Boardwalk property for $13 million, 
according to city records. 


Now he believes the Gravesend- 
born developer has a chance of getting 
it right. 

“Just getting all that property from 
so many small owners is a Herculean 
feat in Coney Island,” Bullard said. 
“If he can keep the city’s support, [the 
development] could work.” 

But the most controversial element 
of the plan — beachfront condos — 
would require a rezoning from the 
city, which currently mandates only 
“amusement” use on all of the Sitt- 
owned sites. 

Bullard is confident that Sitt has the 
city backing to get the necessary vari- 

“At this point in the city’s history, 
you can’t have a carnival and make 


money,” Bullard said. “You need to 
have something to bring in profits. 
Hotels and apartments do that. A 
theme park isn’t in the cards.” 

Such talk gave one Coney Island 
legend a stomachache. Top competi- 
tive eater Tim Janus, currently ranked 
seventh in the world, vowed to organ- 
ize a hunger strike by competitive 
eaters to protest the closure of As- 
troland 

“Where are those rides going to 
end up?” asked Janus, who regularly 
participates at the annual Nathan’s hot 
dog-eating contest in Coney Island. 
“Development is nice but we can’t 
lose that gritty character, the creaky 
rides, the feel of the place.” 



The Coney Island boardwalk on Wednesday. 
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Aviator Sports 
at old airfield 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Floyd Bennett Field — the one-time airport and high-fly- 
ing playground for Amelia Earhart and Howard Hughes — is 
poised to become the sporting hub of Brooklyn. 

The newly christened Aviator Sports, scheduled to be fully 
functional by next week, is the perfect marriage of $38 million 
and four formerly defunct airplane hangers. The result: a jock’s 
paradise complete with two ice rinks, a gymnastics center, three 
basketball courts, two artificial turf football fields, a fitness cen- 
ter, a climbing wall, and, most importantly, a sports bar. 

“There really is no other facility like it,” said Laura Dugan, an 
Aviator spokeswoman. “Chelsea Piers is too far away.” 

Um, Dugan should probably consult her Hagstroms. For 
many of Aviator’s target customers, Chelsea Piers, which is on 
the West Side Highway between 21st and 23rd streets in Man- 
hattan, is closer than Floyd Bennett Field, which is at the end of 
Flatbush Avenue, hard by Mill Basin. 

To reach Aviator, Brooklynites without wheels would have to 
take the 2 train to the end of the line, hop on the Q35 for 15 min- 
utes, and then frog-hop across a highway. 

“The bulk of our patrons will drive here,” said Dugan. 
“We’re trying to work with the city on mass transit, but there are 
no guarantees.” 

The good news is that Chelsea Piers’s cuisine pales in com- 
parison. Aviator’s much-anticipated food court serves up all sorts 
of decidedly unhealthy fare, from Junior’s Cheesecake and 
Jacques Torres chocolate to Grimaldi’s pizza. 

And the prices might actually be worth the commute. 

Public skating at Aviator runs $8 for adults, while Chelsea 
Piers charges $11. — Dana Rubinstein 


Park backers lose waterfront lawsuit 


The Brooklyn Papers 


Park waterfront development 


:e Knipel dismissed the op- 1,210 condos to an existing plan 


Brooklyn Heights residents vowed to appeal this week’s ponents’ charges that the Empire for a public park stretching 1.3 
who sued to block the state’s dismissal of their case. State Development Corporation miles along the waterfront from 

plan to include condos in the On Tuesday, Brooklyn State broke the law when it added the Manhattan Bridge to the 
proposed Brooklyn Bridge Supreme Court Justice Law- shops, restaurants, a hotel and foot of Atlantic Avenue. 

Heath and Michelle to wed! 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Heath Ledger and Michelle 
Williams, the king and queen 
of Brooklyn’s increasingly 
crowded celebrity prom, are 
reportedly tying the knot. 

The Boerum Hill townies 
were spotted this week at 
Brooklyn’s marriage bureau, 
where the longtime compan- 
ions picked up a license to 
wed, according to Page Six. 

Ledger’s publicist would not 
confirm what’s going on with 
the engaged “Brokeback 
Mountain” co-stars, but a local 
source who knows the couple 
said that the two were about to 
take baby Matilda with them 
on a trip to visit family in Lon- 
don and Australia. 

When our insider was 
asked if the trip was a honey- 
moon, the source demurred. 

The couple has been engaged 
since August. 

Getting nothing from offi- 
cial channels, The Brooklyn 
Papers visited the clerk’s of- 
fice in room 205 in the Mu- 
nicipal Building, the drab of- 



The state says it needs pri- 
vate development to generate 
$15 million annually to pay for 
upkeep of the development’s 
77-acres of open space, basket- 
ball courts, fields and public 
beaches. 

Knipel mled that the rev- 
enue-generating buildings don’t 
violate laws that prohibit private 
development on parkland be- 
cause that part of the once-in- 
dustrial Brooklyn waterfront 
had “never been parkland.” 

The ruling was not unexpect- 
ed. At a pre-trial hearing in Au- 
gust Knipel had questioned the 
legal merits of the suit. 

“I can see policy reasons for 
not putting these buildings next 
to a park. But why legally?” he 

In Tuesday’s decision, Knipel 
also dismissed the claim that the 
state’s plan didn’t take “a hard 


Heath Ledger and Michelle Williams in "Brokeback Mountain. 


fice where generations of 
Brooklynites have schlepped 
to get their marriage licenses. 
But our fact-finding mission 
only yielded more questions. 

One worker, clearly suffer- 
ing from a Brooklyn inferior- 
ity complex, couldn’t even 
believe the Post’s report that 


the uber-couple would deign 
to visit her place of work. 

“All the actors go to One 
Centre Street [where the 
Manhattan clerk’s office is lo- 
cated] — it’s more discreet,” 
she said, as she stood among 
anxious spouses-to-be filling 
out marriage affidavits. 


One thing’s for sure. If 
Williams and Ledger did get 
their marriage license, the 
stars have just 60 days to wed 
in New York State. 

That’s not just the law, by 
the way, but the length of the 
average Hollywood marriage. 

— Rubinstein 


March for Flatbush Ave traffix 


Traffic hot spots 



Red dots mark intersections with unmitigated significant impacts on game days if 
Atlantic Yards (blue area) is fully built out. Source: Empire State Development Corporation 


re Brooklyn Papers 


While thousands of Brooklynites 
took advantage of the day after 
Thanksgiving to shop, more than a 
dozen Atlantic Yards protesters used 
“Black Friday” to highlight the grid- 
lock that even supporters of the project 
say cannot be remedied. 

Holding signs like “Tell the city and 
the state to FIX THE TRAFFIC FIRST!” 
and “Atlantic Yards gridlock solution: 
Add more cars,” the protesters marched 
back and forth — crossing at the green, 
not in between — across the bowtie in- 
tersection of Atlantic and Flatbush av- 

State officials who support the 16- 
tower residential and arena development 
have admitted that 13 intersections 
around the project would remain clogged 
on days when there are events at the are- 
na (see map). 

Jim Vogel of the Council of Brooklyn 
Neighborhoods, said his “Merry Grid- 
lock” protesters would return to the inter- 
section several times before the Christ- 
mas shopping season is done. 

— Cersh Kuntzman 



Atlantic Yards opponents rallied near the site of 
Bruce Ratner's proposed mega-development 
last week, complaining of traffic that Atlantic 
Yards would cause. 


look” at the impact that new 
residential development would 
have on existing traffic and in- 
frastructure in the area. 

State and city planners said 
construction would begin in 
January. 

“Once completed, Brooklyn 
Bridge Park will be for the 21st 
century- what Prospect Park was 
to Brooklyn in the 19th century 
and Marine Park was in the 20th 
century,” said Adrian Benepe, the 
city’s Parks Commissioner. 

Judi Francis, one of several 
plaintiffs, said she knew all 
along that this fight would go 
the distance. 

“As we have said from the 
beginning, the critical fight is in 
the appellate division [whose 
courthouse is] a few blocks 
away from this site — the so- 
called ‘park,’ ” she said. 

— Ariella Cohen 



Moose call 

Oddo takes swing at Mussina 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

A Met-loving City Councilman who hopes to ban the use of 
metal bats in high school baseball is staring down a new opponent: 
New York Yankees pitcher Mike Mussina. 

Last week, Mussina, who faces only wood 
bats in the Major Leagues, slammed Council- 
man James Oddo (R-Bay Ridge) for claiming 
that metal bats are more likely to cause 
ous injuries. 

“I can unequivocally state that non-wood 
bats are no more dangerous than their wooden 
counterparts,” said Mussina, a board member of 
Little League Baseball. 

But Oddo swung back, calling Mussina’s brush- 
back pitch “disheartening at best and repulsive at worst.” 

He and others also pointed out that Mussina’s statement was re- 
leased by Easton Sports, a metal bat manufacturer. But Oddo, whose 
beloved Mets got further in this year’s playoffs than the so-called 
Bronx Bombers, didn’t stop there. 

“It would seem that the only thing Mr. Mussina knows about bats 
is that lately he has had a hard time avoiding those in the hands of 
Major League hitters,” said Oddo. 

The Oddo bill is still in committee, though he is 
optimistic of its chances. 

The bill has 36 co-sponsors — but must con- 
tend with an all-star lineup of metal bat fans, 
from amateur league players to manufacturers 
themselves. 

Metal bat enthusiasts say their fake lumber is 
more durable and has a bigger sweet spot than 
their wooden counterparts. Yet they’re just as safe, 
thanks to new manufacturing guidelines demanded by college and 
high school baseball governing bodies. 

“Aluminum and wood bats are now on equal footing,” said 
Richie Christie, director of Protect our Nation’s Youth, a baseball 

But Oddo isn’t buying that crackeijack. 

“We don’t believe the testing they do [comparing wood bats to 
metal bats] is fair or right,” said Oddo’s spokesman Chris DeCicco. 
“They’re not comparing apples to apples, and we believe that the 
data is flawed.” 

DeCicco also challenged Mussina to prove his assertions that 
balls hit off metal bats have a speed equivalent to balls smacked 
with wooden bats. 

“Mike Mussina is wrong, and we can show him how he’s 
wrong,” said DeCicco. 

It sounds it’s time for Jimmy Oddo to take some BP against the 
Yankee righty. — Christie Rizk 
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’Tis the season to light up 

Trees, houses, menorahs brighten the holiday spirit 


By Christie Rizk 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

If you’ve turned on a radio 
lately, you know that Christmas 
is coming. But starting this 
week, your ears won’t be the 
only organs reminding you of 
the upcoming holiday. 

Tree lighting ceremonies have 
already started all over the bor- 
ough, from one MC’d on Thurs- 
day by noted non-Christmas cele- 
brant, City Councilman David 
Yassky (D-Park Slope) to the tree- 
lighting event hosted the next 
night by state Sen. Marty Golden 
(R-Bay Ridge). 

And, to keep Christmas from 
taking over as the one ttue Festival 


of Lights, Rabbi Simcha Wein- 
stein of Brooklyn Heights’s Con- 
gregation B’nai Avraham will 
oversee the lighting of Brooklyn’s 
“official” menorah in front of Bor- 
ough Hall for eight nights starting 
Dec. 15. 

Borough President Markowitz 
— who attends so many ceremo- 
nial lightings that he practically 
needs fireproof gloves — will be 

Markowitz’s attendance is no 
accident. Last year, as reported in 
The Brooklyn Papers, a battle for 
menorah supremacy broke out be- 
tween Weinstein’s “official” 
menorah, and a Park Slope cele- 
bration touted as the borough’s 
“tallest.” 


But this year, the issue has ap- 
parently been resolved. 

“We’re the official menorah,” 
said Weinstein (details below). 
‘We’re the menorah that Marty 
Markowitz uses in official pho- 

The seasonal bulbtacular began 
on Thursday with the Atlantic Av- 
enue Local Development Corpora- 
tion’s tree-lighting ceremony at 
the Belarusian church at Atlantic 
Avenue and Bond Street. 

Golden threw the switch on a 
series of tree-lightings on Friday 
in McKinley Park. His next cere- 
monies are Dec. 4 and 6 (see be- 

And in a twist on the traditional 
holiday lighting ceremonies, the 


Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservan- 
cy is hosting a series of lighting 
installations by local artists, which 
will be on view from Dec. 5 until 
Jan. 7. 

City councilmen, parks conser- 
vancy groups and fat men in red 
velvet suits aren’t the only ones 
who can screw in a light bulb. 

The trail of lights continues into 
Dyker Heights where you can walk 
into a wattage wonderland, thanks 
to the Polizzotto and Spata families, 
two 84th Street clans that became 
famous throughout the area for set- 
ting up elaborate Christmas displays 
(details below). 

Past displays have included 29- 
foot-high toy soldiers, whole anima- 
tronic villages and the entire cast of 


characters from the ‘Nutcracker. 

“It’s really something to see,” 
said Josephine Beckmann, district 
manager of Community Board 10. 

Tree-lighting ceremonies, Dec. 4, 
5:30 pm, Lady Moody Square Park 
(comer of Avenue U and Van Sicklen 
Street): Dec. 6, 6 pm, Fort Hamilton 
Memorial Triangle (Fourth Avenue at 
95th Street). For information call 
(718) 238-6044. The "official" meno- 
rah lighting, nightly, Dec. 15-22, in 
the plaza in front of Borough Hall and 
state Supreme Court. Call (718) 866- 
6815 for times. Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Conservancy light installation, Dec. 5, 
6 pm, foot of Main Street. Call (718) 
802-0603 for information. Polizzotto 
and Spata family displays, 84th Street, 
between lit h and 12th avenues. Do 

deal with. 



RACCOONS... 

Continued from page 1 

The city’s seeming indifference to raccoon-inspired fear is a 
hard pill to swallow for people like Mary Pantaleo, a Bay 
Ridgite who has two raccoons squatting in her backyard and 
was one of many borough residents who called The Brooklyn 
Papers after our front-page expose last week on the invasion of 
the masked bandits. 

“They made a nest between my porch and my neighbor’s 
fence with plastic bags,” said Pantaleo. “One night I was in my 
backyard, and I see this raccoon just sitting in my lounge chair 
scratching itself!” 

“Another night, two raccoons started mating on top of my 
Jacuzzi cover. I was petrified!” 

Pantaleo is desperate to evict the two bushy-tailed critters, and 
her fear is not surprising, given the average Brooklynite’s lack 
of exposure to raccoons. 

Gentles, the state Department of Environmental Conserva- 
tion, and the City’s Health Department could not offer any an- 
swers as to why Brooklynites are spotting more raccoons. In 
fact, the agencies and Gentles contend that they haven’t noticed 
an increase in complaints about the animals. 

But Bob Zink, who runs the Staten-Island-based Wildlife Re- 
habilitation and Education Center and routinely works with the 
Center for Animal Care and Control, thinks the explanation is 
overdevelopment. 

“When you displace their habitat, they have nowhere to go,” 
said Zink. But fortunately for the raccoons, not everyone wants 
them to get outta here. 

Angela Fagan, a Borough Park resident, spotted raccoons tak- 
ing a dip in her kids’ baby pool in September, and she was smit- 

“I love seeing things like that,” she said. “And, I wouldn’t 
mind seeing them again.” 

Whether or not Fagan does see them again depends largely on 
luck — it’s a tough life out there in the concrete jungle. 

Zink routinely cares for orphans whose mothers have been hit 
by cars. He says poisoning is also a common phenomenon, al- 
though he warns it’s illegal. 

Even the city bureaucracy poses a danger. 

Gentles said that all raccoons trapped by the agency in Staten 
Island, the Bronx or Queens get euthanized as a precaution (all 
three boroughs have seen some rabies cases in the past year). 

In Manhattan and Brooklyn, trapped raccoons get turned over 
to rehabilitators, who care for them until they are ready to be re- 
leased into the wild. 

Given the perils of city life, Zink never releases his caught 
raccoons back into the boroughs. 

“That’s like signing their death warrant,” he said. “I release 
them upstate.” 

Zink recommended less-drastic measures to deter the critters, 
including using screw-top garbage cans, which raccoons, despite 
their famously useful thumbs, can’t open. 

In a final plea for his beloved raccoons, Zink added that 
they’ve been here longer than we have. 

“They’ve traveled these lands for thousands of years, and 
they have a right to live on the land,” said Zink. “They don’t 
know about property rights. We have to learn to live with the 
wildlife.” 


SQUIRREL... 

Continued from page 1 

of things — and many others weighed in against the squirrel-huggers. 

Only in Park Slope could a person save a beloved local mascot — 
then find herself tarred and feathered for interrupting the circle of 
life. Sure, she violated the Prime Directive, but so did Captain Kirk 
— and everyone loved him! 

But the woman who saved A1 the Albino didn’t shy away from a 
fight: “I was the parent throwing things at the hawk,” said the 
woman, who identified herself only by her nom de guerre, Suzanne. 

Bowing to the neighborhood’s non-violent creed, she quickly 
added that she fired just “one small twig that never made it any- 
where near [the hawk].” But then, her defiance continued: “I did not 
want to see that lovely and unusual squirrel swooped away. So 
many enjoy seeing the squirrel, including children who would not 
give a grey squirrel a second look. The hawk was certainly amazing, 
but looked plump and not in need of snacking on this particular 
squirrel.” 

The audacity! The anti-Darwinism! The illegality! 

Park Slope is not only a neighborhood of peace-lovers, but also 
one filled with lawyers. One lawyer pointed out that “harassing red- 
tailed hawks is forbidden under the migratory bird treaty.” 

Another person added that Parks Department rules state that no 
person shall “molest, chase, wound, trap, hunt, shoot, throw missiles 
at ... any animal.” That missive was signed, “Geoff, who thinks the 
squirrels are cute, but also enjoys seeing the red-tailed hawks do 
what they do best (catching squirrels).” 

Still, Suzanne defended her turf: “My twig toss was meant only 
to distract, not to harm or harass,” she said, signing off by referring 
to the hottest of the hot buttons in Park Slope: last winter’s “boy’s 
hat” discussion. 

“I hope we can end this here and go back to discussing the gen- 
der of hats,” she said. 

I wasn’t ready. See, I hadn’t spotted this Moby Dick of squirrels 
yet, so the other day, I went in search of the elusive beast. 

Turns out, he wasn’t elusive at all. 

“Oh, I see him every day,” said a Parks Department worker in the 
Ninth Street playground. She pivoted on her heel, peered into the 
underbrush for less than 10 seconds, and announced: “There he is!” 

And, indeed, there he was — bright white and standing out 
against the dead brown leaves like a bulls-eye at a rifle range. While 
brown and black squirrels skittered about safely in their camouflage, 
the Great White Squirrel practically had a sign on his back reading, 
‘Eat me.” 

So enjoy your albino mascot while you can, Park Slope. There 
aren’t enough twig-throwers to keep this guy safe from becoming a 
hawk’s in-flight meal sometime soon. 


For the record... 

A front-page article (“Masked bandits,” Nov. 25) correctly stated 
that raccoons are “bear cousins,” but later wrongly suggested that 
raccoons are rodents. They are actually mammals in the order carni- 
vora. The Brooklyn Papers regrets the error and apologizes to ro- 
dents and carnivora everywhere. 
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Grass menagerie 

Papers, players test Cadman's plastic field 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The controversial carpet of 
plastic grass is finally in place 
at Cadman Plaza Park. Let the 
games begin (and the squab- 
bling continue)! 

Ever since the Parks Depart- 
ment’s plans for an artificial 
turf field became public last 
year, Downtown Brooklyn has 
been divided between pro-rub- 
ber and pro-natural-grass parti- 

The real grass fans, includ- 
ing some veterans who objected 
to plastic grass being installed 
on the lawn in front of the bor- 
ough’s Korean War memorial, 
said only a natural turf field 
was appropriate in a neighbor- 
hood so devoid of nature. 

But supporters of artificial 
turf, including the Parks De- 
partment, celebrated its durabil- 
ity and economy over the long 

To once and for all put an 
end to the grass warfare, The 
Brooklyn Papers secured an ex- 
clusive visit to the new artificial 
grass turf in Cadman Plaza Park 
this week. 

On Tuesday afternoon, two 
Papers reporters were escorted 
into the park at Tillary Street 
and Cadman Plaza West, where 
Parks Department workers 
were busy completing a $2.9- 
million reconstruction of the 
weathered public space, includ- 
ing the laying down of fake turf 
in the southern half of the park. 

For a second opinion, the Pa- 
pers brought along two mem- 
bers of the St. Francis College 
soccer team, and coach Carlo 
Acquista. 

“This is better than a grass 



Cadman Plaza Park after and before its resurfacing with synthetic grass. 


field,” said Javier Gonzalez, 18, 
who is also a member of the 
Venezuela national team. 

His St. Francis teammate, 
Anthony Matos, an all-confer- 


ence player, claimed that fewer 
sports injuries take place on 
fake grass. 


It would be hard to mistake 
artificial grass for the true 
blue...er green, variety, but the 
rubber particle turf was relative- 
ly soft to the touch, resembling 
the sort of hardy blades that 
grow on sand dunes. 

Judy Stanton, head of the 
Brooklyn Heights Association 
and long-time supporter of the 
plan to replace the Cadman 
Plaza dustbowl with plastic 
grass, was also supportive. 

“Just to see green there is a 
welcome sight, even if it isn’t 
real,” said Stanton. 

“Cadman is a de facto play- 
ing field, so I’m hoping that 


there’ll be enough natural 
greenery on the other side of the 
war memorial for those who 
don’t want to be anywhere the 

The park is expected to be 
open by March. Its plastic sur- 
face, which purists deride, is the 
same as artificial fields at the 
heavily used Parade Grounds. 

The Parks Department is 
moving towards wider use of 
fake grass, which is more 
durable. Indeed, during light 
rainfalls, the grass fields at the 
Parade Grounds are closed, 
while play continues on the 
fake-grass field. 


No # thanks' 
to Brooklyn 

The Brooklyn Papers 
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The Falconer 

Edie Falco, star of HBO's "The Soprano's" takes a stroll 
down Seventh Avenue in Park Slope during a break from 
filming an episode on Tuesday. 
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Continued from page 5 
Properties. “And they were sick 
of $40 cab rides.” 

It’s not only the young who 
are moving back to Manhattan. 
Brooklyn broker Roslyn Hueb- 
ner said some of the Brooklyn 
residents she sees moving back 
to Manhattan are in their 60s. 

“The empty nesters want to 
grow old in Manhattan,” she 
said. “The sell their bigger co- 
ops for a one-bedroom on the 
Upper West Side, where they 
can be in the heart of every- 
thing, footloose and fancy 
free.” 

Brokers at every level are 
sensing the change. 

Aaron Ross, a broker at 
Charie Properties, was not sur- 
prised when his Craigslist post- 
ing for a newly renovated 
$1,150 studio on the Lower 
East Side was bombarded with 
bites from Brooklynites. 

Ross ultimately rented the 
studio to someone moving from 
elsewhere in Manhattan, but he 
said he has overheard plenty of 
anti-Brooklyn gripes aboard the 
train to Williamsburg. 

“Everyday the L train is 
packed with people who would 
rather be in Manhattan,” he 



Laila Gheith is back on the 
Upper East Side after bail- 
ing on Billyburg. 


Greenberg was one of them. 
She absorbed a $300 increase in 
her monthly rent just so she’d 
never have to ride under the 
East River again. 

“The L broke down con- 
stantly,” she said from her new 
apartment on East Ninth Street 
and Avenue C. “So I would of- 
ten get stuck in Brooklyn.” 

Not anymore. 


The state officials pushing Atlantic Yards forward 
weren’t giving thanks to Brooklyn this Thanksgiving. 

Rushing to gain approval for Bruce Ratner’s mega-development 
before Gov. Pataki leaves office, a roomful of Empire State Devel- 
opment Corporation staffers spent their holiday weekend working 
overtime to put in public comments that had been left out of the pro- 
ject’s final environmental impact statement. 

One hundred and forty eight public comments had been excluded 
— in violation of state bylaws — from the state’s documentation of 
the traffic, pollution, gentrification and “unmitigatable impacts” that 
will be caused by Ratner’s 16-tower, residential, hotel, office space 
and arena project. 

But visions of sugarplums on their Thanksgiving tables had the 
ESDC minions quickly digesting gentrification pie charts and traf- 
fic-congestion diagrams. In just seven days, the secretive agency 
managed to retract, reissue and recertify the 4,500-page, single- 
spaced document. 

“Once we saw [the mistakes], we worked hard to get the neces- 
sary work done as fast as possible,” said Jessica Copen, spokes- 
woman for the agency. 

As reported in The Brooklyn Papers, the Thanksgiving weekend 
work was set into motion after Raul Rothblatt called the agency to 
tell them his testimony was not included in the just-certified impact 
statement. 

The testimonies were “inadvertently excluded” said Empire State 
Development Corporation Chairman Charles Gargano. 

Now that its workers’ hard work is done, the ESDC said it would 
meet on Dec. 8, when the agency is expected to approve Atlantic Yards. 

After that, the project goes to the state’s Public Authorities Con- 
trol Board, the three-man panel whose unanimous approval is the 
last hurdle in the public-review process that Ratner must leap. 

All three board members — Gov. Pataki, Senate Majority Leader 
Joe Bruno (R-Rensselaer) and Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver (D- 
Manhattan) — have said they favor the project. — Ariella Cohen 



„don1 mow firewood! 


The U.S. Department of Agriculture s (USDA) Asian Longhorned 
Beetle Cooperative Eradication Program reports that moving fire- 
wood can spread tree-killing invasive diseases and insect pests like the 
Asian longhorned beetle (ALB). Already, the ALB is responsible for the 


RATNER... 

Continued from page 1 

berg. Deputy Mayor Dan Doctoroff, Ratner, Forest City Ratner ex- 
ecutives, Ratner’s college buddy, Gov. Pataki, and the state econom- 
ic development officials who are shepherding the project. 

With time running short, Matthew Brinckerhoff, the lawyer rep- 
resenting lead plaintiff and Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn 
spokesman Daniel Goldstein, called on the judges to expedite his re- 
quest for access to the documents. 

“It’s profoundly disturbing that public officials are resisting [pub- 
lic access] to information about a public project,” he said. 

Calling his case a ‘fishing expedition” is the state’s way of claim- 
ing there is no evidence of wrongdoing, he added. 

“But [we know] there is a mountain of evidence that this process 
has been and continues to be unconstitutional.” 

If Brinckerhoff wins this bout of lawyerly hurly-burly, he could 
begin reviewing e-mails between defendants early next week. 

Few legal experts thought that was likely. But others pointed out 
the value of such “fishing expeditions.” One informal dig through 
governmental “sent e-mail” boxes turned up a memo from Docto- 
roff to the Metropolitan Transportation Authority that revealed that 
the city would back only the Ratner plan, even though the MTA was 
considering an alternative. 

The memo, sent just days before the public agency sold the Long 
Island Rail Road yards last year to the developer for $100 million 
less than the site’s appraised value, is included in Goldstein’s com- 
plaint as evidence that the state illegally favored Ratner over other 
developers. 

That’s important, because the Supreme Court’s controversial 
“Kelo” ruling last year held that private property can only be con- 
demned by the state after “careful consideration,” not collusion. 

Brinckerhoff said documents like the Doctoroff memo would 
strengthen ’s case — if they exist and if he can get them in time. 

Any delay would extend the approval process into the adminis- 
tration of Eliot Spitzer, who supports the project, though not as vo- 
ciferously as Pataki. 

“If they discover something wrong or truly embarrassing, the po- 
litical climate could be changed at a key moment,” said David Reiss, 
a Brooklyn Law School, who did not think the term “fishing expe- 
dition” was apt. 

“They are looking for potentially important disclosures or some 
kind of smoking gun. The defendants are trying to prevent that from 
happening.” 


loss of more than 32,000 trees in New York, New Jersey, and Illinois. 

Please help. Buy and use firewood locally. Don't transport it. 


And remember, officials survey trees for signs 
of beetle infestation year 'round and may be in 
your area. For answers concerning surveys, wood 
movement, or suspected signs of beetle infestation, 
call the Asian Longhorned Beetle Cooperative 
Eradication Program. 


V 



In New York, call 1-877-STOP-ALB or 1-866-265-0301. 

In New Jersey, call 1-732-815-4700. For more information, visit 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov and click on the Asian Longhorned Beetle 
under “Hot Issues.” 


I 1QDA United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 


The Asian Longhorned Beetle Cooperative Eradication Program is comprised of the USDAs 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and Forest Sen/ice, joined in New York by the 
New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets, the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation, and the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation. The 
USDA agencies are joined in New Jersey by the New Jersey Department of Agriculture, the 
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, and the City of Linden. 
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Rubbish Removal 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 


Stairs 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call; 718-893-4006 



Tree Service 


* JC TREE SERVICE # 

Serving all the 5 Boroughs wbo 

FREE estimates All Phase of Tree Work * '"sured 

• Tree Removal • Free Load 

senior • Stump iB Of Wood SE HABLA 

discount Grinding „ TV Chips espanol 

• Pruning 


COMMERICAL • RESIDENTIAL 


W as 718 896 2158 re I 


Rubbish Removal 


V EAGLE 

Rubbish Removal Inc. 

www.EagleRubbishRemoval.com 

( 718 ) 871-0997 

Residential • Commercial 

Great Neighborhood References 


Wr 


lember Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

CELL 917-416-8322 
Oth year with The Brooklyn Papers 


To Advertise in the 
Home Improvement Section 

Call (718) 834-9350 


Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718 - 263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Be 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 


CALL (718) 783-41 



NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 54 GRAHAM, LLC. Arts, 
of Org. filed with Secy, of State of NY (SSNY) on 
10/16/06. Office location: Kings County. SSNY desig- 
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: c/o the LLC, 
54 Graham Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11206, principle busi- 
ness address. Purpose: any lawful activity. 

BP46-51 



YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Brownstone Brooklyn 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 

• Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens »Park Slope 

• Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights •Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill *0110100 Hill »Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718) 858-6100 


Brown Harris Stevens 


ABBYCOURTl 



Lee Solomon 

Sales Associate 
718.399.410S 
lsolomon@bhsusa.coi 

Exclusive Affiliate of 

CHRISTIE’S 

GREAT ESTATES 


1 -2 Bedroom Condominiums 
$299,000 - $560,000 

High end finishes set the stage here for 
fabulous homes. From its cook's kitchen 
with granite counters and stainless steel 
appliances, to beautiful bathrooms with 

ABBYCOURT.COM 

BrownHakrisStevens.com 


Midwood 


L5dKING TO BUY? OR YOU JUST 
WANT TO RENT - GIVE US A CALL! 


Manhattan Queens B 
MaxxRealty. com 
1-888-751-8500 



rww: ; 


COMMERCIAL LOFTS 


Brooklyn 


B introducing a fresh ” 
concept in owning your 
business space 

I 68 Lofts including 9,900 sf retail starting from $250,000 Offering 
I greenpointlofts.com 

■ 231 Norman Avenue Director of Strategic Exclusive Marketing 
I Brooklyn, NY 1 1 222 Development and Sales Agent 

I 718 689 4444 


CO-OPS & CONDOS 


Brooklyn 


Bed Stuy 



New, Beautiful Sunfilled condos. Immediate 
Occupancy! Stainless steel appliances and marble 
countertops. Luxury whirlpool baths. Common roof 
terrace. 742-882 sq.ft. $340K- $395K. 

CALL 718-210-2109 
CORCORAN GROUP MARKETING 

Offering by Prospectus only. File #CD04-0216 
Equal Opportunity Housing 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


To Share / Brooklyn 


Sheepshead Bay 

Private room for rent. Share kitchen & 
bath. Female preferred. Call (347- 


COMMERCIAL 

SPACE 


DUMBO 


STUDIO SPACE 

Art Studio Share - $250 - DUMBO, 
Brooklyn - Beautiful multi-user space 
with light, open plan feel. Includes 

Email: studiomilo@yahoo.com. A46 


CO-OPS 
& CONDOS 


For Sale/Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge 

Must see. Many 2 BR condos. 1 
block to Shore Road w/parking 
& Ocean views. Call Agent. (91 7) 
575-1776. 


Carroll Gardens 

Tiffany Place - Newly constructed apt. 
1 large BR, 1000 sq ft. 1 bath, Ig living- 
room, 16ft ceilings. Doorman bldg. 
Health club. Huge sun deck. Parking. 
Asking $550K. Call Michael (718) 249- 
3835. Obstfeld & Assoc. Realty. 


HOUSES 
FOR SALE 


Brooklyn 


Sunset Park 

Open House Sat 8c Sun, Dec. 2 8c 
3, 12:30 - 2:30pm. 423 39th St. 
bet. 4th & 5th Aves. 5 BR's, 1 
Bath w/Back Yard - Full Base't 
Reno. Kit. New Win. 100% Fin 
Avail. If Qualified. Mil @ Beach 
Realty 8c Auctions. (516) 816- 
4485. Asks $500's. A4? 


Staten Island 


Princess Bay 

1 Fam. Colonial - Totally 
Renovated. 3-4 BR, 2 Bath 
Jacuzzi, Maple Stainless Steel 
Granite Kit. Ctrl A/C, Hrdwd Firs, 
Fin. Base't, Walk-up Attic, Lrg 
Yard w/Deck 8c Pool. FOR SALE 
BY OWNER. 

(347)675-8184 A50 


New York 


Yonkers 

For Sale: 4 family house in 
Yonkers, price $650,000. Newly 
renovated. 

ground floor - 3BR, 2 baths 
1st floor -3BR, 1 bath 
2nd floor - 4 BR, 1 bath 
3rd floor- 4 BR, 1 bath 
Approved for Section 8. 

(718) 855-4874 ER3Q03 


INSURANCE 


Renter's Insurance 

Only $12.66 - Everyone Qualifies 
$10,000 coverage against fire 
& forced-entry theft 

Melvin M. Hurwitz 

105 Court St. in Dwntn, Bklyn 

718-596-2000 

Real Estate/Insurance/Notary Public 


MORTGAGES 


EG PRESTIGE FUNDING 

As low as 1% (APR 1.85%). 
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE 
No application or appraisal fees 
FREE RATE QUOTE! 

(646) 302-1585 



COMMERCIAL SPACE 


Affordable $20 — $25 psf rents. 

Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants 


DUMBO_come see what they 


MERCHANDISE 
AND SERVICES 

To advertise please call (718) 834-9350 



DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 


71 8 - 788-391 3 a3( 


computer ■ ■fcj .. 

catch 

cold? - V 

Call the TECH VET! 

HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS! 
Flat Rate and Hourly Service 
MAC Specialist 

646-932-3744 

Yes, that’s a local call! UFN 


Computers 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

Firewall Protection - Network Installation 

Removal - System and Hardware Upgrades, 
Repair and General Maintenance, On-site 
Service - Se habla espanol. Free estimate. 

( 917 ) 415-6807 
www.praxisinfo.biz 

A30-06/30-42 


Merchandise Wanted 


Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

S LOOKING TO BUY 


FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 



SLOPE MUSIC 


718 - 768-3804 

5 String Banjo 
Lessons 


UN, SYSTEMATIC, EFFECTIVE TEACHER 


Beginners a Specialty 

Call Sandy at (718) 923-5657 


JOBS 


Help Wanted 


m 

McDonald's 



perfect for moms, students or for a 
second job. Great medical benefits 
(Blue Cross/Blue Shield), Paid vaca- 
tions, IRA and stock options avail- 
able. Work with the best - the world 
famous McDonald's Family. 
Immediate openings for Brooklyn 
Queens and Long Island. Call Kathy. 

(516) 256-0200 


Help Wanted 


Experienced 
Deli Man 

F/T, P/T. Flexible hours. 
Available shifts run from 
6am - 9pm. 

(718) 680-8484 


OFFSET 
PRESSMAN F/T 

Midwood, Brooklyn. 
Experienced or no 
experience required. 

Call (718) 434-3643 


Help Wanted 


Truck Driver needed 
for construction 
company CDL Req. 

Early mornings start PT/FT. 
Send Resume 
via fax (71 8) 768-1116 
Or call (718) 768-4777 


brooktyn’s 
best read 

I ■ iooklyn 

^ papers 



Distribution 

Supervisor 

Monitor delivery of The Brooklyn Papers, su- 
pervise and assist distribution staff and ven- 
dors, work with business owners who distribute 
our Paper, verify newsbox maintenance and 
compliance, and open new distribution outlets. 
Requires good communication skills, ability to 
lift 40 lbs, clean driving record. F/T or P/T, 
including all day Fridays and Saturdays. 

Email: Circulation@BrooklynPapers.com 

(718) 834-9350, ext. 250 


Associate Editor 


OOBR00KLYN 


Requires a passionate interest in Brooklyn's 
cultural renaissance and experience in news- 
paper or magazine writing and editing. Assist 
in production of GO Brooklyn and The 
Brooklyn Bride (in print and on the Web), 
including original reporting, writing and fact 
checking, as well as crafting assignments for 
and editing work from our team of free-lance 
writers and photographers. Immediate open- 
ing. 

Employment@BrooklynPapers.com 
(718) 834-9350 ext. 203 


/ SELL BY 
PHONE 


Sell print & web advertising from 
our DUMBO offices. Full or Part 
time. Great support, salary, hi com- 
missions. 


Email Celia Weintrob 
Jobs@BrooklynPapers.com 
(718) 834-9350 ext. 204 
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®s9b HOME IMPROVEMENT 


Architects 


• violations removed • 
• BASEMENT & cellar 
legalizations • 

Decks/Industrial/Commercial Design 
29 Years of Quality Service & Experience 

j^ T [718)855-1237 

Zr^RCHIT€CTUR€ 


Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile 


3 C John 

Costelloe 

Specializing in tile jobs - large and small. 

John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Fax# (718) 987-3935 




Installations of 
All Ceramic Tile, 
Marble, etc. 
Custom & 
Commercial 


Free Estimates Chris and Gerry 

7 Days a Week 1718) 987-8856 


Carpentry 


Carpentry Plus 

• Window Installation • Tile Work 

Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 


Wood Specialties 

Install and fix doors, build walls. We 
aslo do painting & plastering. 

Call Maggie (347) 385-4728 

www.warsaw-painting.com 


Carpet Cleaning 


AMERICAN 

CARPET CARE 



Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 



d Everything for your bath and kitchen 

A OC l\ Offering interest free financing 

Tile Studio 

Kitchen and bath designers on staff 





336 9th Street 

(718) 369-6873 


Open 7 days a week 

Mon thru Fri: 10:00am - 6:30pm 
Sat: 10am - 5pm • Sun 11am - 5 pm 


Cleaning Services 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

71 8-573-41 65 


Cleaning Services 


M^HurpIni's ifflaibsli 



718-279-3334 




Demolition 


— NAM 

DEMOLITION 

Hassle Free! We Do If All! 

Ne Permit! No Dumpster! 

No Labor Needed! 

Cleanouts Boiler Removal Backyards Etc 

FREE ESTIMATES!! 

www.NMDemoUtion.com 

(718) 351-6273 


Contractors 



Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, Drywall, 
Painting, Tile Work & Window 
Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

X: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 

Fully Insured • UdfiimO ^ 

Yahoo Restoration Corp. 


Residential • Commercial 



No Job Too Big or Too Small 


O: (718) 251-5575 • C: (347) 403-4654 







Pisgah Builders Inc. 

VIOLATIONS REMOVED 

•Kitchen & Baths Renovated • Repairs • 
Painting • Ceramic Tiles 

EMM1M 

FREE (? 18 ) 567-7496 
EST (917)687-5841 

Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 

Continuing two generations of fine 
craftsmanship in the downtown 
Brooklyn area. 

Specializing in all phases 

OF INTERIOR RENOVATIONS 
Complete Rehabs • Kitchens 
Baths • Finished Basements 
Painting • Plastering 
All Floors and Tile 
Finish Carpentry 
15th yr with The Brooklyn Papers 
License #HICID99974 and Insured 

718-979-0913 


KNOCKOUT 

RENOVATION 

DESIGN - PRODUCTS - REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 
View previous projects @ 
www.knockoutrenovation.com 

718-745-0722 



Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 

Kitchens, Baths, Closets and Offices. 
Painting, drywall, plumbing, floor- 
mg. tiling, carpentry, and more 

The Total Contractor 

Total reliability 

- prompt, kept scheduling 

Total experience 

Total back-up 

- advice and guidance 

Insured, Bonded, License: #1190150 
References available 

Total Property Services, Inc. 

917-682-0085 

Dorothy ^ ^ 



We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• We charge by the job, not by the hour 

• Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts, 
so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 

of older homes built before 1980 

• Saturday appointments available. 

• Mention thiJad and save $25. 

I Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 

www.ChristJon.com 


B®BTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORR 


www.BobTekElectrical.com 
We Install or Repair Everything Electric 

IC"" 0 ,'- 1 — 1-888-BOBTEK- 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


p f ,p ELECTRICAL 
tilt CONTRACTORS 

Licensed Electricians 
iil^ = COMMERCIAL 
8, RESIDENTIAL 

Hi-Hats Air Condition lines 
5% senior discount 
Family Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718) 966-4801 



lighting. 24hr Emerger, 

CallNick (718) 331-3210 


ALECTRA INC. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


FIREWOOD 

TREE SERVICE 

All Seasoned Hardwood 

- Premium - 
- Ready to Burn - 

(718) 954-4105 



Master Flooring 

Installation Sanding Finishing 
All Kinds of Hardwood Floors 
$2.50/SF 

Lamination Floor $1.25/SF 
Free Estimates 

Call Tim (347) 278-0331 


I1XTREME 

Hardwood Floors 


718-972-1984 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 


718 720-2555 


(646) 489-5121 

www.gardendig.com 


, “ _ Prepare your Garden 
"■ ™ for Next Season! 

Garden Service 
Fall Maintenance - Cleanup 
Bulb planting & fertilization 
Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 



„ FULLY INSURED 

SURE THING 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Painting • Carepntry • Masonry • Plastering Restoration 
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Robert 718-249-6928 • rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


CALL NED 

Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work* Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


KBM Contracting 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Competitive Handyman 


Office (347) 729-0202 
Cell (646) 220-6368 



718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


718-763-1435 A 


Movers (Licensed) 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 




TOP HAT MOVERS 


ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE 

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 


I £ Licensed & Insured 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


Painting 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 9214932 


AMEIUCAIST 

PAIINTTNG 

Low Price 


718-439-7309 

Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470^ 





718-748-6990 

Int./Ext. • Comm./Resid. 


Guaranteed Lowest Prices 

Bonded • Insured • Lie# 0933304 

www.sunshinepaintingny.com 


03 

Interiors 

Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces • Paper Hanging 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 
www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 



Piping 


Jennifer Mechanical"™ 

a Pipins & Heating Company 
Commercial 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE Residential 
All Plumbing Repairs & Replacement 

Waferlines & Sewer lines Replaced 8, Repaired 
Water Heaters & Boiler Installation Repair S. Service 

♦ Clogged Drains <• High Velocity Jetting 
❖ In-Line TV Inspection 

Toll Free: 866 554 3329 Local: 718 769 5400 


Plumbing 


ZAV PLUMBING & HEATING LLC 


Residential (718) 332-8511 Commercial 



Insured (718) 332-8511 LIC #2011 


Plumbing 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

* Fully Licensed & Insured * 

* Complete Expert Plumbing, 
Heating & Drain Cleaning * 

* Boilers/Water Heaters 
Repaired & Installed, Leaks 



Installed/Repaired * 


* 24/7 Emergency Service * 


(71 8)J273-1 388 


LIC#1971 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
• m Plumbing S H 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Project Managers 


SEAMUS 

H E N C H Y 

AND ASSOCIATES 

Professional Project 
Managers 

212.431.7175 

www.sghenchy.com 



Mark's Roofing 

All types of roofing 
15 years experience 

(718) 477-6191 
(917) 498-6591 

Ask for Mark 

Insured & Licensed #1156783 


Roofing 

Residential & Commercial 

Torched or cold applied rubber roof- 
ing membranes, EPDM & hot asphalt 

Riggs Construction 
4 -n (718) 398-6423 » 
— • (917) 578-1414 * 


ROOFING 
D.B.L. Systems 

Rubber, Slate, Shingles 
25 Years Hands on Experience 

Call Russ (646) 236-1147 
(718) 312-2387 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 

Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 

ldth year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

A30-1 


BENSON ROOFING HOME IMPROVEMENT CORP. 

13 yrs guaranteed on all roofs 



(718) 382-4449 ask for Eric 

24 Hour Service. Cell (917) 535-3506 


MORE Home Improvement 
Classifieds on inside page 











































